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or  secret  baltot  denied  □ Tatton  official  predicts  loss  of  seat 

Hamiltdn  beats  off  rebels 


Tories 
vote 
182  to 

too 


DswIdWbni 

and  Ewan  MaGJMdB 


Defiant  con- 
servatives in 
Tatton  ’ last 
nigbt  anstired 
that  John 
Msgor  wQl  be 
haunted  by  the  sleaze  issue 
fiu-  Qie  remainder  the  elec- 
tim  campaign  b^  giving  their 
Uessing  to  Nell  TTamWnn 
One  of  the  few  local  Tories 
to  have  o]KS)sed  Mr  Hamilton, 
party  treasurer  Tony  Maztin, 
said  182  had  voted  £br  Mr 
HamatoD  and  100  had  eldier 
voted  against,  or  abstained.  A 
call  for  a secret  ballot  was  de- 
feated and  Mr  Hamilton  was 
admitted  on  a show  hands. 

The  Ccmservative  activists 
deDed  not  Central  OtBce 
but  Mr  Major  hims^.  who 
had  seat  signals  a week  ago 
that  he  wanted  Hamilton 
to  stand  down  and  If  he  woxiid 
not,  for  the  local  party  to 
dump  him. 

lafoour  last  hlidit 
Mr  Hamilton's  adoption 
ejected  the  weakness  ct  Mr 
Minor's  leadership. 

Mis  suggest  , tbsl  Martin 
BeU,  the  BBC  war  reporter, 
who  is  standing  hir 

Hamilton  as  an  indepeadeixt, 
could  take  the  aeaL  Both 
InbCRir  and  the  liberal  Dmno- 
crats  stood  aside  to  aUow  Ml* 
Bell  a dear  field  against  Mr 
Hamilton. 

Mr  Bell  reacted  to  hurt 
night's  declslnz  by  sayhig  he 
w^d  fight  Mr  Hamilton  aE 
the  way.  Tn  a way  r am  dis^ 
pointed  because  1 tirougfat  lt 
would  be  much  better  to  brtDs 
this  to  a ccmcliBSton  today.” 
he  said. 

Earlier,  Mr  Wffwititnn  and 
Mr  Et^  had  come  face  to  bee 
on  the  heath  in  tize  centre  of 
Enutsford. 

As  Journalists  and  TV 
crews  waited  fia:  Mr  BaQ  and 
his  sopportm:  Colcaid  Bob 
Stew^  ksnasa:  commander 
of  UN- forces  in  Bosnia,  to 
hdd  an  oljhesoopress  confer^ 
ence,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  his 
wife  Christine  arrived. 

Mr  HamlZfoQ  said:  ‘7  have 
come  to  aak  Mr  Bdl  a ques- 
tion.” At  the  end  of  a lOmin- 
ute  interchange,  it  was  dear 
tiiat  be  had  also  come  to  pnt 
Mr  Ben  on -the  spot,  and  sno 
ceeded,  with  Mr  Bell  agreeing 
to  ^ve  Mr  HamUton  the  bene- 
fit of  the  doubt  over  allegar 
tioDS  of  commtion. 

Mr  Bell  tdd  Mr  and  Mrs 


;?■  .'wir*  l»l  VI 


Amosamti of  conftxmtationagNdlHamfltwi and hb  wife qn1stli»^amlnidt”MartinBdlatangws  conference  yesterday 


Hamnton  he  wanted  a dean 
election  campaign  and 
wanM  to  be  able  to  rtiake  Ifr 
Hhmntmi's  hand  at  tiie  did  of 
it 

But  Mr  Hamilton  said; 
"You  are  presenting  yourself 
in  the  Tatton  constitaency,  j 
which  I have  represented  for  j 
14  years,  , as  an  anti-emrup- 1 
tion  candidate.  And  the  irre-  i 
rtrtlMe  inferecoe  trtueh  is  to 
be  drawn  from  that  is  tiiat 
you  tiiink  J am  goQty  in  smne 
shape  or  form  of  cOTTuption. 

"As  you  know,  I have 
denied  those  aZl^tians.  So 
vdiat  rd  like  to  know  feom 
you  is  what  aBegatians  of  oor- 
ruption  you  I am  guilty 

of” 

Mi  BeD  repifed:  'T  don't  ac- 


Tories  close 
the  gap  again 


COMSEBVATIVB  elec- 
tion hopes  are  again 
boosted  by  the  latest 
GnardSan/lCM  opinion 
poll  today,  showing  a ts^ 
point  rise  in  the  Tory  share 
of  the  vote  at  the  expense 
of  tire  Liberal  Bemocrats 
and  a second  saccessave 
fan  in  the  Labonr  lead. 

This  week's  poll  was 
taken  on  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day and  shows  Lahc^  on 
.4g  ;per  cent  (unchanged 
slnee  last  weekX  Oonserva- 
tivesM  (up  2 p^ts),  Lib- 

2;U  and  others  5 (no 
change).  The  Labour  lead 
over  the  Tories  is  12 
points,  down  two  points 
from  last  week,  the  lowest 
.since  August  1996.  The  fig- 
ure are  adjusted  to  tafcg 
acbonnt  of  the  suspected 
nnwfllingness  of  some  vot- 
j ers  to  aAnowledge  their 
support  for  the 
Conservatives. 

The  unadjusted  figures 
for  this  week  show  Labour 
oh  48  per  cent  (up  8 points 
from  last  week).  Conserva- 
tives 33  (up  Liberal 
Democrats  14  (down  4)  and 
ptiiers  6 (ho  change).  The 
Labour  lead  in  the  unad^ 

, Justed  survey  is  15  points 
PHorogwHCHRisTcniwTHDMOM>  (^p  1 from  last  weelO' 


:t^e‘Ele<^oiip 
our  fourvipage 
action  With 
.behest 
;irBfK»rts,  the 
rhost-  compre* 
iiei^iye 
jamiaj^is  and 
.tile  best  com- 
wentatbrs. 


— V 

^‘cofours^b^ 

n:^ette  on 
ayoung 

.ow  comes  to  the 
; dopr; 

M i Is  Nbu’iB  all 

'Ite^ameyoulot 
iift/^shpuld 
IvcsfeT^lsiolhing  ever 
changes  for  ^ likes 
ofjrne/”llH»  Kelly, 

ti&ri  thefCoiihclf 


'tually  Intmid  to  talk  about 
you  at  an.  I want  you  to  run 
on  yourreemd.  1 wsnt»ti]9ar, 
electkxL  The  issue  of  trust  is 
Impwtant  If  at  foe  end- of  the 
day  the  dheton  cf  Tatton  feel 
th^  can  trust  you  more  than 
me,  fo^  my  goodness,  they 
should  elect  you.” 

Mr  HamAtmi  ssid  tite  antl- 
coxTCfotion  tag  was  tenden- 
tious. Thi  going  to  stand  as 
an  independent  and  lay  out 
my  Stan  on  a lot  of  issu^” 
saldMrBeQ. 

Mr  Hamilfoii  insisted:  "AE 
I want  to  know  is  wbetber 
you  folnk  1 am  guEty  of  any 
corruption.” 

Mr  BeE  replied;  'Tm  not 
getting  into  the  substance  of 
charges  against  you  ~ I 


don't  want  to.  1 folnk  tt  wlE 
Jost  be  a coonter-prodaetive 
.campaign  and  vriE  go-  down 
foetobes.” 

Mrs  Bamflton  intervened  to 
demand:  "Do  you  accept  that 

a-  Tnan  fe  InTinrari^  imla— 

proved  gnEtyf" 

tfr  B^:  "Yes,  ot  coarse  1 
do.” 

Mrs  Hamfiton;  "So  you 
aeCQd  foat  my- husband  is 
hmocent?-  [Louder]  Do  you 
aoc^rt  my  hnsband  is 
ixmoc^t?” 

Mr  BeE:  'Thi  not  being  an 
amiwaBh  here.  Lefs  jost  see 
I ...  1 don’t  know.  1 am  stand- 
I Ing'  because  a lot  of  local 
' people  have  asked  me  to  stand 
here:" 

Mr  BamflCon  added:  "ffyou 


de^e  yon  are  the  candidate 
and  my  siqiporters  elect  me 
this  evening  and  wpapajfoied 
against  each  ofoer,  it  is 
important  we  don't  create  tiie 
impression  that  Parliament  is 
a cesspit  of  sleaze.” 

He  asked  Mr  BeE  "Yon  are 
prepared  to  give  me  foe  b»e- 
fit  of  the  doubt?" 

"Absolutely said  Mr  BeU. 

The  two  men  then  agreed  to 
have  a fiirther  meeting  in 
private. 

In  an  luteiview  with  Sky 
News  hours  before  the  Tattoin 
Conservative  Association 
meeting,  John  Major  Insisted 
he  would  not  "bend  to  threats 
from  other  people  and  sneers 
from  foe  Labour  Party”  over 
the  NeE  HamEton  affiur. 


•J  I I I I Ki?  L*. 


Pennington  demands  stricter 
licensing  at  costof  £187m 


CiloMil  deimteii:  - 
«nd  Lifranca  Puiiagaw 


■pDBE 
■-  and 
■ terd 


The  Government'  took 
anofoar  battarlng  yes- 
terdayifoen-foa  rq;»ort 
into  Scotland's  btal  £ eoff 
outbreak  dananddi  ah  endto 
its  "light  touch"  in  fhgf  hsple- 
mentation  cf  food  hj^taae 
regulations. 

The  Pennington  Inquiry, 
set  up  after  l$  people  died  in 

the  second  weoat  inci- 

dence of  £ «oE  poisoning. 


raJiad  foe  bnhfows.  to  he  sub- 
ject'to  a stricter  Udenehig 
r^me  eaqpeeted  to  cost  the 
industry  £187  mEUon. 

But  the  lO-person  inquiry 
team  backed  away  finxm  its 
earlier  recommendation  .that 
separate  staff  should  sell 
cooked  and  raw  meat  It  also 

tK^iinpd^  for  legal  reasmis,  to. 
attrUMxte-  blame  for  the 
vamher  epldmnic  which  af- 
fected 496  people  across  c^. 
tralScodaod. 

The  (Soveniment  last  si4^ 
cMyyted  an  32  recommenda- 


tions pnt  forward  by  the 
£45^000  inquiry,  which  in- 
clode  the  introduction  of  £ 
odU  awareness  pn^rammes 
for  bnn  workers,  possible 

atiximj-laMnlTig  of  cazeaSSeS 
in  abattoirs,  sdiodl-le^ 

, SQosinlbod-bandling. 

Mfohad  PozayOv  the  Scot- 
I tish  Secretai’y,  said  the  inqnir 
: xy's  caE  for  a slmplined  regu- 
latory.syst^  was  oonslstent 
with  goveizunent  attempts  to' 
reduce  the  burden  oq  smaE 
businesses.  However,  Arofes-  i 
sor  Hugh  nmnisgtOD,  the  in- 
quiry chairman,  pointedly 
loused  to  endorse  the  recent 
"graduated  «^FOBCh”.to  reg- 
ulatioomifitfoemmiL  ' 

*1  am  not  passing  any  Judg- 


ment on  what  haiv>ened  in 
the  past,”  he  said  at  a press 
conference.  The  58-page 
report  notes  foat  new  lagMa- 
tioD  "has,  at  the  request  of  foe 
Government,  been  pursued 
genoelly  with  a light  touch 
. , .-We  believe  that  approach 
' can  no  longer  be  considered 
I Impropriate  or  ace^rtahle." 

I . LalMur  and  the  Liberal 
Democrats  said  the  i^ort  Jos- ; 
: foezr  demands  for  inde- 1 

pendent  food  treacles  to  pro- 
tect consumers'  interests. ' 
although  the  inquiry  made  tm 

George  Robertson,  the 
shadow  Scottish  secretary, 
caEri  the  report  "a 
indfobdent  - of  the  Govenz-  < 


ment's  betrayal  of  the  health 
of  foe  British  people”.  Jhs 
Wallace,  foe  leader  of  the 
Scottish  liberal  Democrats, 
accused  foe  Government  of 
"playing  Russian  roulette 
wilh  public  health”. 

Paul  Santoal,  foe  solicitor 
representing  BO  victims  of  the 
bactertazn,  said  the  report 
was  a whitewash.  "E  does  not 
deal  with  foe  circumstances 
whfoh  led  to  -the  outbmk. 
and  to  that  extent  be  has  not 
fomued  the  mandate  gJveaa  to 
him  by  the  Secretary  of 
^ate,”  he  said. 

Formef  botcher  Ian  McFar^ 
lane,  whose  partner  Mary 
was  cau^t  In  the  Zjui- 

aHnshirp  ^mthi  (Jisnii$8$(S 


Prof  Pennington's  report  as  a 
"load  of  tripe”. 

However,  tiie  report  was 
welcomed  by  John  Barr,  the 
butcher  in  Wishaw,  Lanark- 
shire, whose  premises  were 
linked  with  the  epidemic.  He 
said  be  was  one  of  foe  first 
Scottish  butchers  to  imple- 
mMittherecommendatlnis  in 
Prof  Pennington's  interim 
report,  puhUsbed  in  January. 

Mr  Barr  was  ebatged  In  the 
same  month  wifo  “culpable 
and  reddess  condnet"  in  con- 
nection wifo  the  supply  of 
oootedmeat 

This  does  not  relate  to  tiie 
tnm  to  page  2,  column  S 
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THE  GOLDEN  KEY 
TO  YOUR  NEW 
MORTGAGE  - YOU 
COULD  WIN 

£50,000 

IN  GOLD  BARS 


For  details  of  the  prize  draw  visit  your  local 
branch  or  phone  Abb^  National  Direct 
on  0800  100'  800  quoting 

referenoe  A535A/12.  . 
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YOUR  HOME  IS  ST  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REMYHENTS 
ON  A MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IL 
Ltam  m npea  Mooctaf  u Md^  lam  lo  9pa  ud  Snor^  Bn  to  -tpoi. 
lb  mM  h IB  lapwlBg  OBT  MTrice  «e  oaf  icnrd  or  mcBritor  «-»n« 
ScGBod  liNH  nd  MBHpigw  * Atrgt  ab  Um  ^tB|n>ty  and  n the 

, cne  cf  aa  CBdbnicai  MortpigB  a carfourBat/Ue  pohjp  for  ik  — .wi-, 
of  ^ ■denee  ad  « daop  oar  ifae  pohej.'  All  loaa  n ah)Ni  to 
MMii  ad  ad  a«  not  miUI*  to  penae  oDder  IB  jar«  of  M 

WrltteB  ^BooRlam  m mfliHr  a re^aac.  Abbey  NeUnuI  pic,  wbeb 
ta  regulated  by  the  IVreoaal  IneatBicBC  Aaibortty,  oalp  In 

Kfr  iMarMBe,  pwwlria  ad  aH  crac  pradBctt.  Abbey  NidoBaf  ad 
the  Uaibrdb  CoBpU  17^0!  arc  tradeairki  oT  Abbey  Nadonal  pie, 
Abb^  aoBte,  B^ker  $b«m,  LobJob  NWl  6XL,  United  Klngdoa! 
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The  Pennington  report 


Living  with  iegacy  of  f ood  poisoning 


‘Our  lives 

will 

never 

be  the 

same 

again’ 


Lawrance  Donegan 


Mary  Calrns  greeted 
yesterday’s  publica- 
tion of  Penning- 
ton’s report  on  the  £.  coli  out- 
breaks with  the  same 
weariness  sbe  brings  to  most 
things  since  last  November, 
when  her  life  was  changed  by 
a rhi^ndane  combination  of 
costomer  loyalty  and  her 
fevourite  snack. 

Her  loyalty  was  to  the 
butcher  shop  John  Barr  and 
Son  and  the  snack  was  cold 
meat  Eight  days  after  she  ate 
meat  bought  from  the 
Wistaaw-based  butchers  £. 
coli  01S7  took  effect  leaving 
her  with  kidney  fkilure,  lung 
Hnmnge  and  heart  problems. 

The  40-year-old  housewife 
spent  two  days  in  Law  ho^i- 
t^  Motherwell,  before  being 
taken  to  (he  Royal  infirmary 
in  Glasgow,  where  doctors 
told  her  pa^er,  Ian  McFar- 
ijtne,  she  m^ht  die. 

She  has  r^ained  the  two 
stone  she  lost  through  the  ill- 
ness, but  it  will  be  another 
year  before  she  ftiUy  recovers. 
"My  only  concern  these  days 
is  getting  my  health  back." 
she  said  when  asked  about 
Pr^  Pennington's  findings. 
"Whenever  I see  anything  in 
tiie  press  about  £ coli  I switch 
off  I leave  it  all  to  Ian." 

Mr  McFarlane  did  not  eat 
the  cold  meat  He  is  one  of  the 
few  people  touched  by  tiie 
food  poisonii^  outbreak  in 
the  Lanaikshire  town  who  is 
prepared  to  speak  publicly. 


Kata  Watson-Smytti 


E.  coli  sufferer  Mary  Cairns  and  her  partner*  Ian  McFarlane  photograph:  muroo  mbcleoo 


"Our  lives  will  never  be  the 
same,"  he  said.  "Mary  wiH 
never  be  the  same  pers^  she 
is  more  subdued,  afraid  that 
what  happened  before  could 
happen  again. 

"I  don't  thinlc  Ppnningtnn's 
report  is  going  to  make  any 
difference.  His  recommenda- 
tions ate  not  worth  the  paper 
they  are  writtra  on  unless 
they  have  statutory  backing 
The  Government  nUght  say  it 


will  do  this  and  that  but  In 
the  end  it  wiH  do  what  it  has 
always  done:  protect  die  in- 
terests cf  the  producers,  the 
former  and  the  abattoir." 

He  was  contemptuous  of  the 
report’s  foilure  to  back  an  in- 
dependent food  safety  author- 
ity. "As  ever  with  food  indus- 
tzy.  it  is  an  about  making 
pniQt  and  cutting  costs:  to 
ben  with  the  public." 

He  saw  little  value  in  public 


health  campaigns  to  improve 
h]^iene  in  butcher  shops  and 
abattoirs.  "What's  the  point 
in  spending  taxpayers'  money 
teUing  people  who  handle 
food  to  wash  their  hands  after 
going  to  the  toilet.  Everyone 
knows  they  should  do  that 
The  money  would  be  better 
spent  on  hospital  staff  or.  bet- 
ter still,  fundiiig  research  into 
the  effects  of  this  illness  and 
findinga  cure  for  IL" 


The  fomily-run  butcher 
Prank  Godfrey’s  has 
bemi  trading  since  19Q5, 
and  its  owners  are  proud  they 
have  never  had  problems 
with  food  contamination,  de- 
spite selling  a wide  range  of 
both  cooked  and  raw  meats. 

Chris  Godfrey,  (he  fourth 
generation  of  the  fa«wny  in 
the  shop  in  IHghbury  Bam, 
north  London,  said  be  was 
not  surprised  by  the  report’s 
recommendations  but  was 
worried  that  he  might  have  to 
stop  selling  cooked  meats. 

"We  have  very  high  stan- 
dards, but  we  cannot  employ 
separ^  staff,"  be  said.  "We 
already  have  separate  fridges 
for  raw  and  cooked  meats,  but 
we  do  not  have  room  for  a 
separate  cabinet  At  the  mo- 
ment we  have  raw  meat  on 
one  side,  which  is  separated 
from  the  cheese,  which  is  in 
turn  separated  from  the 
cooked  meat  by  a perspex 
screen. 

"We  are  extremely  strict 
about  cleanliness,  and  we  feel 
that  is  sufficient" 

Hift  thther,  Peter,  managing 
director,  warned  against  hys- 
teria. "There  has  got  to  be  a 
sense  of  proportion  about  this 
vrhole  thing.  A lot  of  it  Is  cmn- 
mon  sense.  People  have  got  to 
be  sensible  about  where  they 
buy  their  meat  just  as  the 
traders  have  to  run  a clean 
shop.  Our  meats  are  well  sep- 
arated, and  It  is  the  rule  of  the 
foop  that  staff  sterilise  tiieir 


BUTCHER 


‘We  are 
strict  on 
cleanliness 
and  feel 
that  is 
sufficient’ 


Chris  and  Peter  Godfrey  may  have  to  stop  selling  cooked  meats  phoioqraph  graham  turner 


bands  with  an  alcohol-based 
solution  whenever  tiiey  touch 
different  meats,  either  raw  or 
cooked. 

“We  have  separate  chop- 
ping boards  for  the  raw 
meats,  dependii^  on  species, 
and  sepai^  utaisils.  Every 
time  meat  is  cooked  on  ffie 
premises  It  is  lo^ed  with  de- 
tails of  who  cookM  it  and  the 
temperature  at  whi^  it  was 
cooked." 


He  said  they  would  comply 
with  whatever  new  regula- 
tions the  report  produced, 
even  If  It  meant  ending  the 
sale  of  cooked  meats. 

"We  do  have  a foctory  unit 
where  we  can  cook  and  pre- 
padc  meat,  and  we  have  sepa- 
rate staff  for  that  So  if  neces- 
sary we  will  prepare  It  there 
and  bring  it  into  the  shop,  but 
of  course  that  will  increase 
the  price." 


His  son  said  the  recommen- 
dations could  put  many 
butchers  out  of  business  "and 
it  will  be  a great  shame. 

"You  have  to  put  the  situa- 
tion Into  context,  and  hygiene 
standards  are  improi'lng  all 
the  time.  As  traders  we  can- 
not afford  to  make  a mistake 
as  It  could  ruin  our  reputa- 
tion. We  do  ever3thing  we  can 
to  avoid  chat,  as  do  most 
butcbers." 


Report  on  E,  coli  outbreak  condemns  government  ‘light  touch’ 


Main  points 


□ Licences  for  batchers, 
which  win  require  them 
and  their  staff  to  be 
appropriately  trained  in 
food  hygiene.  Separate 
refrigerators,  pi^nction 
eqnipnient  and  utensils  for 
raw  and  cooked  meat. 
Adequate  hand-washing 
frcilities  migdit  avert  need 
Ibr  separate  staff 

□ Improved  training  for 
abattoir  workers,  with 
mnphasis  on  hygienic 
removal  of  hid»  and 
intestines 

□ Meat  H^ene  Service  to 
target  potentially 
nnh^thy  abattoirs 

□ Primary  and  secondary- 
schools  to  adopt  food 
hygiene  training  as  part  of 
^curriculum 

□ *Hazard  analysis  and 
critical  control  point* 
system  to  be  adopted  by  all 
food  businesses 

□ Support  for  further 
research  into  E.  coli  0157 


Hugh  Pennington:  'Light  touch'  approach  to  regulation  no  longer  acceptable 


eontinned  from  page  1 
eight  pensioners  who  died 
after  eating  steak  pies  d^- 
ered  by  Mr  Barr  to  a Sunday 
lunch  at  l/nshaw  Old  Church. 
Ihe  first  allied  victim  of  the 
outbreak  was  80-year-old 
Iforry  Staaw  who  died  nine 
days  after  the  November  17 
meaL 

Mr  Barr’s  shop  was  closed 
on  November  27  and  re- 
opened on  February  27. 

The  proposed  licensing  is 
intended  to  bring  butcbers 
into  line  with  the  tougher 
standards  of  the  199S  Meat 
Hyglaie  Regulations  which 
currently  aiqfly  <xi]y  to  pro- 
ducers. It  would  also  impose 
training  and  record-keeping 
obUgattons  on  retailers,  who 
must  have  separate  equip- 
ment for  cooked  and  raw 

m«it. 

The  Meat  and  Livestock 
ciftmTwigfiinn  estimates  tiiat 
meeting  licence  conditions 
would  cost  at  least  £9,500  per 
premises. 

The  ’Tight  touch"  whkh  the 
report  wwiriamna  ^^as  the  12- 
month  moratorium  on  *he  im- 
plementation  cf  the  1995  meat 
hygiene  general  regulations. 
The  Government  considered 
they  were  too  complex  for 


Love’s  dream  drowned  out 


Review 


Lyn  Gardner 


Soho  Theatre  Company 

LOVE’S  3roung  dream 
turns  into  a nightmare  in 
Ales  Jones’s  three, 
hander,  a play  that  should  im- 
mediately get  itself  sponsor- 
ship from  the  Noise 
-Abatement  Society. 

Newlywed  Black  Country 
teenagers  Becky  and  Dan 
move  into  their  Housing 
Association  fladet  With  noth- 
ing exceptaTV,  a fontofoptl- 
mlsm,  and  a baby  wdl  on  tlm 
way.  Jones  portrays  this  fledg- 
Ui%  relation^p  between  chil- 
dren try  ing  to  behave  like 
adults  in  touchirig  detalL  the 
banter  and  the  bickering  over 
whether  the  baby  should  be 
called  Cathy.  Serena  or  even 
possibly  Asparagus,  their  ffi- 
tile  dreams  of  wimtiiig  the  lot- 
tery, tbelr  mutual  sexual  at- 
traction. 

Abandoned  by  their  own 
parents,  who  disapprove  of  the 
rriationship,  these  babm  In 
the  urban  Jun^e  are  them* 


selves  blessed  to  have  found 
somewhere  to  live.  “N’a  bab- 
bie in  me  belly,  n’a  telly  on  the 
table.  Am  we  loel^,  or  what?" 

ActuaDy,  extremdy  un- 
lucky. Before  their  first  eve- 
ning in  the  Oat  is  through,  the 
paper  thin  walls  are  vibrating 
to  the  sound  of  their  neigh- 
bour's incessant  music. 

The  great  virtue  ctf^Mark 
Brickman’s  tension-inducing, 
teeth-grinding  production  is 
that  it  never  lets  up  on  the 
torture.  You  begin  to  feel  the 
same  sense  of  impotfflt  rage 
and  helplessness  eq>erienced 
by  Beciv  and  Dan  as  they  real- 
im  they  win  never  iruirfl  the 
noise  stop. 

Dan’s  attempts  to  get  the 
music  turned  down  are  vio- 
lently rebuffed,  and  it  soon  be- 
comes clear  thrt  they  ^ve 
moved  next  door  tosomeonea 
trifle  less  sane  than  Jack  Nich- 
olson in  The  Shining,  and 
with  considerably  worse  taste 
In  music. 

When  Dan  is  out  oarning  a 
pittance  to  buy  (he  forthcom- 
ing baby  a bu^,  bfott,  the 
p^xbo  neighbour,  invites 
himself  round  for  a cup  of  tea. 
Becky , who  has  clearly  not 
been  to  the  movies  recent^, 
lets  him  in.  Before  you  ran  gay 
Gold  Blend  it’s  attempted  rape 


and  not  much  later  attempted 
murder. 

Jones  has  a heavy  hand 
with  the  all  too  predictable 
plotting,  and  an  easy,  light 
touch  with  the  dialogue.  But 
because  everyone  always  says 
exactly  what  they  mean,  the 
play  feels  InsubstantiaL  lack- 
ii%  in  subtext 

What  you  see  ^ people  with 
nothing  but  hope  bei^  beaten 
up  by  a violent  druggie 
nothing  but  despair — is  all 
you  get  You  know  from  the 
moment  that  they  hunv  their 
pathetic  belongings  Into  tiie 
room  what  will  happen,  j ust  as 
surely  as  you  kncW  that  the 
babysitter  has  15  seconds 

to  in  Nightmare  On  Elm 
Street  As  a result  the  appall- 
ing  violence  feels  gratuitous. 

Gideon  Davey*s  set  with  its 
drab  little  room  skei^  pre- 
cariously at  an  angle,  is  a wel- 
come visual  towards  ex- 

pressionism in  an  evening 
that  apart  from  the  curious 
set  changes,  seems  to  see  natu- 
ralism as  a virtue.  There  are 
good  performances  from  Sa- 
mantha Edmonds  and  Gra- 
ham Bryan  as  the  fresh-foced 
lovers,  and  Andrew  Tiernam 
as  the  looming  reality  who 
kills  the  relationship  stone 
dead. 


Runway  rage  man 
attacks  airliner 


Nick  Cummbig-Bruca 
In  Bangkok 


A CAMBODIAN  busi- 
nessman, Teng 
Boonma,  was  angry 
his  CUgbt  had  been  delayed 
and  that  staff  had  been 
rude  to  him  as  he  boarded. 
So  when  he  arrived  at 
Phnom  Penh  airport  yester- 
day  to  find  bis  lavage  had 
been  lost,  it  was  one  proven 
cation  too  many.  ‘ 

In  what  may  be  the  first 
recorded  case  of  runway 
rage,  he  marched  on  to  the 
tarmac,  brandished  a pistol 
and  took  a potsbot  at  the 
Boeing  airliner. 

Mr  Boonma  is  clearly  not 
a man  to  he  trifled  with.  He 
is  Cambodia’s  biggest  prop- 
erty tycoon,  president  of 
Phnom  Penh’s  chamber  of 
commerce  and  a key  finan- 
cier of  the  second  prime 
minister,  Hun  Sen. 

Mr  Boonma  told  jonmal- 
ists  he  was  angry  because 
hie  fli^t  from  Hong  Kong 
was  late,  the  pilot  was  rode, 
and  Royal  Air  fiawii^gy 


offered  him  $200  (£120) 
compensation  for  lost  lug- 
gage worth  82,000. 

Disembaiking  fixnn  the 
Boeing  737-400  he  sum- 
moned. a bodyguard,  bor- 
rowed his  Bnadan  auto- 
matic pistol,  walked  back 
to  the  aircraft  and  shot  out 
its  front  tyre. 

know  it  was  wrong, 
but  my  only  r^ret  is  that  1 
didn’t  shoot  file  other  three 
tyres,”  Mr  Boomna  said.  He 

stopped  firing  only  because 
he  was  afraid  of  nrisaiTig 
and  ipjozli^  someone,  he 
added. 

The  other  passengers  had 
disembarked  but  cabin 
staff  and  fiisht  crew  were 
still  aboard. 

”We  have  never  seen  thfa 
anywhere  in  the  world  be- 
sito  Cambodia,”  the  first 
prime  minister.  Prince  Nor- 
odom Ranariddh,  said. 
"Measures  will  be  tidEen.” 

Vk^t  Ith,  chairman  of 
Royal  Air  Cambodge,  said 
he  did  not  understand  Mr 
Boonma’s  anger,  because 
the  flight  was  fl.ve  nrinn«»g 
early. 


many  businesses  to  absorb  at 
once.  Tl^  were  based  on  the 
Internationa^  accepted  Haz- 
ard Analysis  and  Critical 
Control  Point  (HACCP)  sys- 
tem that  evolved  from  the 
United  States*  germ-sensitive 
space  programme.  The 
HACCP  system,  based  on 
seven  principles,  lays  down  a 
procedure  for  identifying, 
monitoring  and  neutralising 
potential  health  hazards. 

The  report  notes  rueiXUly 
that  "a  significant  numb^' 


of  butchers  had  not  under- 
taken the  required  "hazard 
analysis"  demanded  b>'  the 
HACCT  regime.  Prof  Penning- 
ton estimates  it  might  take 
anotter  five  years  for  the  m- 
dustry  to  adopt  HACCP 
principles.  . 

Following  recommenda- 
tions in  Prof  Pennington's  in- 
terim report,  research  has  in- 
tensified into  the  E.  coli 
b^terium  which  has  killed  at 
least  four  more  Scots  since 
the  Lanarkshire  outbreak. 


Scientists  ara  perplexed  by  Its 
higb  incidence  nurtb  of  tlic 
border;  in  1995  Scotland 
recorded  4.8  cases  per  100.000 
people,  against  England  and 
Wales's  1.52  cases.  Last  year's 
figures  are  projected  to  be  9.5 
and  1.26  respectively. 

Since  Prof  Pennington's  bi- 
terim  report  the  Meat  Hy- 
giene Service  has  given  abat- 
toir operators  photographs  to 
help  determine  the  acceptable 
level  of  cleanliness  for  cattle 
presented  for  slaughter. 


• Civil  Servants 

• Town  Hall  Employees 

• Teachers 

• Lecturers 

• Post  Office  Staff 

« NHS  Staff 

• Police 

• Nurses 

• Fire  Service 

■ Prison  Officers 

• Ambulance  Service 
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Dan  Glaister 
on  the 

supermarkets’ 
fight  for  a 
bigger  slice  of 
a fast-growing 
market,  which 
could  squeeze 
high  street 
names — and 
spell  the  end 
for  small-town 

music  shops  SapenDar]Eetdbtai]isareeagertoca5tamcm11iegrowthofp<^iinisncsales,bntcri1ics8aytheywjUseUCDs‘]ikebaludbeaiis’PHon3GRAPH:GiwHAMTiji»iER 

Store  wars  spread  to  pop  CDs 


TbHE  battle  is  on  to 
grab  one  of  Britain’s 
bstest-growlng  mar- 
kets:  pop  music. 

After  je^,  books* 
aspirin  and  peb^  the  supoN 
market  wars  have  spread  to 
music,  with  the  big  four 
supermarkets  set  to  have  25 
per  cent  ctf  the  mi^ic  maricet 
by  the  end  oi  Ihr  decade.  It 
could  spell  the  end  fbr  general 
music  shops  in  small  towns, 
and  could  even  squeeze  high 
Street  names  such  as 
WHSmlth  and  Boots  out  ci 
music  retailing. 

Research  shows  that  the 
fbur  leading  supermarket 
chains  Asda.  Safeway, 
Tesco  and  Sainsbary  — have 
about  15  per  cent  (tflhe.  enter- 
tainment retsdl  sector,  worth 
approximately  £400.  million. 
^ 2000  their  market  khare 
could  have  reached  25  per 


cent . and  a value  of  £650 
million. 

The  battle  for  the  hearts  o£ 
the  CD-buylng  public  stepped 
up  when  Tesco  embarked  on  a 
new  a^ressive  pricing  and 
advertising  campfligin  pitch- 
xng  itself  against  music 
retailers  and  imdercutting 
theirprices. 

Ihe  losers  as  the  super- 
markets estabUsh  themsdves 
in  the  misic  market,  accmd- 
ing  .to  . the  retail  research 
group  Corporate  Intelligence, 
are  likely  to  be  the  zniddLe 
range  general  xdiisic-  sellers 
such  as  W H Smith  acid  Boots. 
Goimal  music  shops,  snrii  as 
Our  Price,  in  smaD  towns, 
could  also  suffer  as  customers 
h^  their  music  in  out-of- 
town  snpOTstnres. 

“It  Iciofcs  like  the  super- 
markets are  out  to  exiuuid 
this  area  of  their  business." 


said  Robert  dark  of  Corpo- 
rate hitelli^nce.  wbich  com- 
piled the  report  for  its 
monthly  HE  Retail  Report 
“Given  their  track  record  in 
areas  such  as  h^tUh,  beauty 
products  and  petrol,  I 
wouldn’t  bet  against  them.” 

WH  Smith  and  Boots,  said 
Mr  dark,  “r^  on  women 
and  older  shcgipers  fbr  most 
of  their  music  sales.  Ihese 
are  0ie  people  vdio  likR  the 
convmiience  of  picking  up  a 
CD  or  tape  while  buying  the 
groceries'*. 

Market  share  figures  for 
1996/96  showed  that  the  Vir- 
g^Our  Price  group  has  the 
bluest  share  — 15j3  per  cent 
_ of  the  entertainment  retail 
market  'vriiich  includes  CDs. 
videos  and  cmnputer  games. 
Next  comes  Wodworth  with 
14.6  per  cent,  followed  hy 
HMV  with  10.6  per  cent  WH 


Smith  has  5.4  per  cent,  Asda 
5.2  per  cent  Other  super- 
markets are  thought  to  ac- 
count-for  9.5  per  cent 

The  supermarkets’  move 
has  spatk^  some  resentment 
among  traditional  music 
retailers.  •Tt’s  ftustrating  be- 
cause retailers  hke  BMV  and 
Virgin  wcark  with  recmd  com- 
panies to  devdop  a huge 
range  of  music.”  said  a 
spokesman  for  HMV^  *Thpn 
foese  people  come  in  and  sell 
it  like  baked  beans  and  cream 
off  the  top." 

Music  retailers  argue  that 
the  supermarkets  have  bro- 
ken into  miisif-  market 
using  CDs  almost  as  a loss 
leader,  stocking  only  a fimaii 
number  (ff  titles  and  buying 
in  bulk.  Fn^t  is  not  a primv 
ity  for  the  supermarkets: 
rather  the  priority  Is  to  entice 
cusfomers  into  their  stores. 


' “FOr  the  superskares  it  is 
just  product,"  said  Mr  dark. 
“CDs  are  a fostmoving,  high 
margin  consumer  good.  Ihe 
superstores  ate  looking  at 
new  product  areas  that  Qiey 
thinic  are  imderexploited: 
Jeans,  books,  petrol.. Ifs  Just 
partoffheauperstoceiscene.” 

A spokeswomm  for  Sains- 
bury,.  .which  skirted  selling 
CDs  to  October  1994,  and  now 
stocks  110  CDs  at  260  of  its  380 
stores,  said  tint  its  customers 
were  much  mme  likely  to  buy  I 


music  on  impulse.  “People 
come  to  our  stores  every  week 
to  buy  their  groceries,  and 
with  In-store  promotions  and 
di^lays  they  are  likely  to  just 
pi(^  them  up." 

Sainsbury  was  recoding 
to  customer  Homanri  “Many 
oi  our  customers  are  getting 
back  into  music.  They  might 
be  pexgtle  who  haven’t  bimght 
music  for  several  years  but 
have  now  been  attracted  back 
to  it  Music  has  become  more 
middle  of  the  road." 


Three  Palestinians 
were  killed  and  lOO 
wounded  yesterday  in 
the  worst  violence  on 
the  West  Buds  in  months, 
raising  foars  that  the  daily 
clashes  between  stone-throw- 
ing youths  and  Isradi  tro<9& 
tauald  a rmiewed  intifiula. 

A man,  aged  24,  was  Shot 
and  killed  Jewish  settlers, 
and  a boy,  aged  died  after 
a rubber  bullet  Ored  by  Is- 
raeli soldiers  fradiired  his 
skulL  The  third  Pale^inlan, 
who  has  not  yet  been  idemtWfed. 
died  after  be  was  allegedly  shot 
with  live  ammunitiMi. 

The  Israeli  prime  minister, 
Binyamin  Netanyahu, 
retunied  to  Jenis^em  last 
night  after  a visit  to  Washing- 
ton. He  was  met  at  Bm  Gur- 
ion  airport  retired  Major- 
General  Ami  AytdoD,  bead  of 
IsraePs  Shin  Bet  secret  ser- 
vice, who  briefed  him  on  yes- 
terday’s violence  in  Hebron. 

At  least  too  Palestinians 
were  uuured  during  serious 
street  dashes  with  Isra^  sol- 
diers. Palestinian  officials  ac- 
cuse Mr  Netanyahu  of  ^Ing 
a green  light  to  Jewish  set- 
tlers to  kill  Palestinians. 

Yesterday’s  events,  the 
worst  in  Hebron  since  most  of 
the  city  was  handed  to  the 
Palestinian  Authority  in  Jan- 
uary. were  triggered  by  Che 
killing  of  Issam  Hashed  Ara- 
foh,  aged  24.  in  the  Israeli-con- 
trolled area  known  as  H2. 

Palestinian  eyewitnesses 
said  two  Jewish  settlers 
armed  with  Uzi  submachine- 
guns  opened  fire  at  Arafeh. 
who  was  standing  only  yards 
from  an  Israeli  checkpoint 
’They  fired  for  no  reason,” 
said  Yousef  Hammouil,  who 
works  to  a nearby  shop.  “The 
two  settlers  fired  four  times, 
and  I saw  Arafeh  failing  to  the 
ground  in  a pool  of  blood." 

Doctors  to  Hebron's  Aliya 
hospital  said  Arafeh  was  hit 
by  a sto^e  bullet  to  the  chest 
The  two  settlers  told  police 
they  acted  in  self-defence 
after  Arab  youths  threw 
stones  at.  them  and  sprayed 
their  faces  with  tear  gas. 

When  news  of  the  death 
was  broadcast  on  Radio  Pales- 
tine. hundreds  of  angry  Pales- 
tinians convolved  near  the 
Jewish  endave,  where  they 
threw  stones  and  Molotov 
codUails  at  Israeli  soldiers. 
During  the  five-hour  con- 1 


frontation,  two  more  Palestin- 
ians were  killed.  One  was 
identified  as  Yakoub  Eawas- 
metuagedlS. 

One  injured  Palestinian, 
^ed  24.  was  reported  last 
night  to  be  to  “exomfely  crit- 
ical condition”  in  Jeiusalm's 
Hadassah  hospitaL 

Nabfi  Jabbarl,  aged  22,  who 
is  recovering  at  the  Aliya  hos- 
pital. said:  “I  was  In  the  cen- 
tre of  town  wh^  1 saw  some 
girl  students  who  were  in 
danger  flrom  the  tear  gas  awd 
shooting,  1 tried  to  open  a 
shop  door  fbr  them  aztd  I was 
immediately  shot  three  timwa 
by  rubber  bullets.  We  want 
peace,  we  don’t  want  the  set- 
tlers to  shoot  at  peoite.” 

Thousands  of  mourners  at 
Arafeh’s  ftmeral  heard  He- 
bron’s mayor.  Mustafa 
Natche,  call  for  the  eviction  of 
all  Jewish  settlers,  “^ese  fa- 
natic Jews  constitute  a threat 
to  the  safety  of  Palestinian 
people.  The  only  solution  is  to 
move  them  out  of  our  city.” 

The  Palestinian  security 


^ese  Mnatic  Jews 
areathreaLThe 
solution  is  to  move 
them  out  of  our  ciiy* 

dhJeC  Jibril  Rafoub.  told  a 
Saudi  tdevision  station:  “Mr 
Netanyahu  is  responsible  for 
the  massacres  because  ctf  his 
settlement  policy.” 

’The  Palestinian  mtnigftfr 
for  Jerusalem  afikirs,  Fkikl 
Husselni,  accused  Mr  Netan- 
yahu of  “giving  a green  l^t 
to  the  Jewish  settlers  to  kill 
our  peojte”.  Mr  Hussein!  was 
earlier  briefed  by  the  United 
States  . cmisul  ^neral,  Ed- 
ward Abington.  on  Mr  Netan- 
yahu’s talks  with  President 
BiUClmton. 

In  Washington,  the  Pales- 
tinian minister  of  higher  edu- 
cation. Hanan  Ashrawi,  yes- 
terday met  the  secretary  of 
state,  Madeletoe  Albri^t,  to 
dLowiea  ways  of  resuming  Is- 
raeli-Palestinian  talks.  Dr 
Ashra'm  will  be  joined  today 
by  Yasser  Arafefs  deputy. 
Abu  Mazen. 

• .The  Non-Aligned  Move- 
ment yesterday  urged  mem- 
ber states  to  fieeze  dljdomatic 
ties  with  Israd  at  erisrtng 
levels,  to  force  an  end  to  the 
impasse  in  the  peace  process. 


Justice  commission  could  be 
overwhelmed  by  its  worldoad 


Duncan  Camqfrikel 
Crime  Coiraapondunt 


The  commission  in- 
vesti^ting  alleged  mis- 
carriages of  Justice  does 
not  know  if  it  can  cope  with 
the  volume  of  cases  being 
referred  to  it  its  bead  said 
yesterday,  while  dismissing 
concern  at  his  being  a senior 
freemason  as  “unjustified 
paranoia". 

The  Ciimtoal  Cases  Review 
Commission,  whidi  has  been 
in  existence  for  barely  a 
wee^  got  off  to  a bumpy  start 
af  its  inaugural  press  confer- 
ence in  Birmingham  yea- 
ter^. 

It  is  under  pressure  from 
defence  lawyers  to  act  on 
tnehufihg  one  where  a 

prisoner  is  on  hunger  strike. 

Sir  Frederick  Crawford,  the 
commission’s  chairman,  said 
that  it  bad  2S1  cases  to  con- 
sider already,  and  new  ernes 
were  expected  at  a rate  of  six 
a deor- IHiia  was  three  times  as 
many  as  the  Home  Office  bad 
dealt  with,  don't  know  if 
we  can  cop^”  said  Sir  Freder* 
ick.  “Mo  out  knows."  . 

•nie  commissioa  believes 
(hat  the  Amdlng  given  it  by 
the  Home  Office  is  sevnal 
hundred  thousand  pounds 
short  of  vdax  it  needs 'for  its 
work,  arid  aJro  belfeves  there 
is  uncertainty  about  the  will- 
ingness of  the  itolice  io.  cany 
out ' costly  re-investi^tions 


on  Its  btibalf.  Asked  about  his 
membership  of  an  elite 
branch  of  tiie  freemasons, 
revealed  last  year  by  the 
Guardian,  Sir  Aaderklr  said: 
“ff  1 was  involved  in  any  case 
in  whhfo  there  was!a  conflict 
of  interest  1 wotdd  with- 
draw.” Visibly  imitated'  .by 
repeated  qu^ions  on  his 

mHubershJp..  Six  Frederick 
dismissed  eoncemas  “unjus- 
tified paranoia".  He  said  be 
had  been  a freemason  for  40 
years  **"5  bad.  never  shown 
any  prefeiwice  to  anyone  be- 

causeofh.  . • . . 

The  commission  has  staited 
on  4l'new  cases,  on  top  eff  the 
ao  cases  passed  to  it  by  the 
Home  Office,  which  formeriy 
hanriiod  cases  of  alleged  nUs- 


We  don’t  know  if 
we  can  cope — no 
one  knows’ 
says  commission 
chairman 
Sir  Frederick 
Crawford,  left, 
who  expects 
an  ‘avalanche’ 
ofcases 


carriage  of  justice.  There  are 
13  commissioners  (appointed 
from  4,750  awlicants),  25  case 
workers,  and  a total  staff  of  66 
based  An  Birmingham. 

Asked  about  tiie  case  of 
James  Hanratty,  which  the 
Home  Office  indicated 
.was  almost  complete',  Sir 
Frederick  said  he  had  not 
seen  the  files  and  did  not 
knowifthey  bad  arrived. 

Be  could  not  say  how.  speed- 
ily cases  such  as  that  of  the 
M25  Three  would  be  dealt 
with.  One  of  the  three, 
i Raphad  Rowe.  Is  on  hunger 
I strike. 

I Sir  Frederick  said  he  was 
^m-iftipating  an  “avalanche" 

. cf  cases.  Other  commission- 
ers were  optimistic  about  its 


role,  jm  Gort,  a barrister  and 
one  of  the  few  members  with 
deface  experience,  said  was 
impr^sed  by  the  commit- 
ment at  her  fellow  members 
to  restoring  confidence  in 
criminal  justice. 

Another  commissioner,  BilL 
81^  a former  assistant  com- 
missioner cf  the  Metropolzten 
police,  said  the  commission 
h^  the  foil  backing  of  chief 
COTistahles  and  he  did  not  en- 
visage any  problems  with  the 
proper  funding  of  police 
Investigatims. 

James' MacKeith,  a fmvnsic 
psychiatrist,  also  defended 
his  fellow  commissioners: 
“You  might  say  poachers 
mafcp  jgood  gamekeepers.” 

EarmuJil-  Singh,  a former 
member  oi  the  Police  Com- 
ptaintfi  Aotheurity.  said  the 
tsftmwniMiftn  bad  the  pow^  to 
use  outside  investigators  if  it 
believed  that  police  officers 
were  unsuitable.  He  added 
that  he  believed  the  commis- 
sum  would  be  much  more 
“transparent”  than  the  Home 
Office. 

John  Wadham,  director  of 
the  dvil  liberties  group  Lib- 
erty, said  that  it  welcmued 
the  additional  resources 
' which  the  conunission  would 
tove,  but  it  was  concerned 
that  the  police  would  be  car- 
ry!]^ out  re-investigatlons, 
that  there  was  a lack  of  com- 
missioners with  defence  ei^ 
rience,  and  that  Sir  Ftederick 
wasamascHL 


O 


Anyone  wrtio  manages  to  be  a close  friend  and 
passionate  supporter  of  Margaret  Thatcher,  Tony 
Blair  and  Sir  James  Goldsmith  — all  at  the  same 
Uine  — Is  cleariy  a man  of  conviction  and  integrity. 

Francis  Wheen ^ 


With  a TSB 
Cash  Gift  Mortgage 
you  couid  get  up 
to  £6,000  to  spend 
as  you  iike.  ^ 


I 


If  you  need  a mortgage,  be  totally  sensible  and  come  to 
TSB.  You  could  get  a cash  gift  of  up  to  £6,000,  enough  to 
make  your  new  home  look  like  a million  dollars. 

Call  TSB  PhoneBank  to  find  out  more  or  to  get  a free 
quotation.  Alternatively,  you  can  call  into  a TSB  branch. 


Call  free  quoting 
ref.  GUC1. 


0500  758  OOO 


Mortgages 


We  vwmtyoM 
tQSBir  Buias] 
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Hvn^ioen  Ptan  an  weiaeto  tom  TSB  Lie  Lmiad,  Clwtion  nece,  Andom.  ttompstwe  eno  1 RE  The  Cash  GA  murt  be  lopdid  i(  Miriiin  the  Bra  five  yeere  the  niMgege  « 
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YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 
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Mentally  ill  teenager  held  in  prison 


Health  authority  criticised  over 
failure  to  find  secure  hospital  bed 


AHsan  Daniels 


TEENAGER  with  the 
mental  age  of  10  baa 
been  held  on  remand 
Exeter  prison  for 
two  months  because  his  local 
health  authority  was  unable 
to  find  him  a place  in  a secure 
paychiatric  unit. 

The  lawyer  representing 
Christopher  Saunders,  18. 
fbom  Plymouth,  claims  that 
since  his  incarceration  his  al- 
ready unstable  mental  condi- 


tion bas  deteriorated.  His 
mother.  Rosie  Saunders, 
claims  her  son.  who  was 
recently  diagnosed  as  a para- 
noid psychotic,  has  lost 
weight  and  is  unable  to  cope 
with  being  left  alone  for 
hours  on  end. 

He  was  remanded  on  Febru- 
ary 17  by  Plynmuth  magis- 
trates after  being  chai^ 
with  flve  counts  of  assault 
and  one  of  criminal  damage. 

He  is  due  to  appear  again 
before  magistrates  In  two 
weeks,  and  could  be  sectioned 


under  the  Mental  Health  Act 
if  magistrates  are  sadsfted  he 
has  committed  criminal 
offences. 

His  lawyer,  John  Carter, 
said  the  teenager  bad  been  let 
down  by  the  health  authori- 
ties on  numerous  occasions, 
including  a Csilure  to  imple- 
ment a care  plan  which 
recommended  residential 
care. 

'This  young  man  is  forced 
to  stay  In  prison  while  psychi- 
atrists hawk  him  aroi^  the 
country.  He  should  never 
have  ended  up  in  prison  In 
the  first  place.  The  fact  that 
be  has  is  due  to  a catalogue  of 
failures  by  the  local  statutory 
agencies  to  ensure  that  he 


received  adequate  care  and 
support** 

South  and  West  Devon 
health  authority  admitted  it 
was  not  “ideal**  that  Saunders 
should  be  remanded  in  custo- 
dy but  the  authority,  like 
many  others,  was  confronted 
by  a national  shortage  of  se- 
cure accomnuxiatian  beds. 

A bed  had  tmw  been  found 
in  Calderstone  hospital  near 
Blackburn  in  Lancashire  but 
It  would  not  became  available 
for  another  month.  “This  is 
an  unsatis&ctory  situation 
and  the  authority  acknowl- 
edges that  However,  the  pa- 
tient needs  to  be  in  secure  ae- 
oommodadon  and  that  cannot 
be  provided  to  the  district** 


The  authority  denied  ser^ 
vices  in  the  region  had  been 
run  down  — it  has  two  acute 
psychiatric  nnits  with  130 
— or  that  there  was  a 
funding  crisis.  Every  ^Ibrt 
had  been  made  to  find  secure 
accommodation  and  the  au- 
thority was  stlQ  trying  to  find 
a place  nearer  to  Flyinouth. 

However.  Mrs  Saunders, 
who  has  visited  her  son  once 
a week  In  the  hospital  uidt  of 
Exeter,  said  she  was  not  satis- 
fied with  the  authority’s 
efforts  and  disputed  the  psy- 
chiatrists’ report  which  sug- 
gested her  son  was  a danger 
to  the  public. 

He  had  become  frightened 
and  tearful  in  jail.  “He 


News  in  brief 


Boy,  1 1 , facing 
male  rape  charge 


A BOY  of  11  will  appear  before  a Nottingham  crown  court  judge 
next  week  charged  with  the  male  rape  of  a 12-year-old,  in  what  is 
thought  to  be  one  of  the  ftrst  such  cases  to  be  heard  by  an  adult 
court 

Police  said  the  incident  allegedly  took  place  in  Nottingham 
last  October  when  the  boy.  who  cannot  be  named  forl^al 
reasons,  was  aged  10.  He  is  also  chaiged  with  robbery. 


Canoe  trip  tragedy  wrH 


THE  organisers  of  a canoeing  trip  which  ended  in  tragedy  four 
years  ago  are  suing  Portland  coastguard  in  Dorset  for  negligence. 
Insurers  for  the  Cheltenham-based  company' OIL  Ltd  have  al- 
ready made  payments  to  relatives  of  the  group  of  eight  chil^a.  a 
teacdier  and  two  instructors  whose  ranfM»  sank  during  a trip 
between  Lyme  R%is  and  Charmouth  in  March  1993. 

The  writ,  which  i^iaime  the  coastguard  failed  to  put  in  place  any 
eSbctlve  chain  of  command,  algo  rfatwis  it  &iled  to  convey  any 
sense  of  uigeno'  to  Royal  Navy  helioopters.  directed  helicopters 
to  the  wrong  search  area  and  misrepresented  the  weather  oondi- 
tions.  It  also  alleges  that  the  canoeing  party  should  have  been 
fbund  in  a short  space  of  time  and  that  if  that  had  happened  Ibur 
children  would  not  have  perished  after  the  group's  canoes  cap- 
sized. Four  other  children  and  their  instructors  were  treated  for 
shock  and  hypothermia  after  being  in  the  water  for  six  hours,  llie 
tragedy  prompted  a tightening  in  the  legislation  on  safe^  at 
outdoor  activity  centres.  — Alism  Daniels 


IRA  claims  Aintree  hoax 


THE  IRA  yesterday  admitted  it  caused  the  hoa.T  which 

postponed  Saturday's  Grand  National  race  at  Aintree.  A caller  to 
the  newsroom  of  the  Irish  state  broadcasting  service  RIE  used  a 
recognised  codeword  and  claimed  responsfbiUty  for  the  disrup- 
tion, saying  such  Incidents  would  be  a thing  of  the  past  if  “John 
M^or  had  attached  as  much  importance  to  negotiating  an  end  to 
conflict  in  Ireland  as  he  had  to  the  disruption  of  a gingio  sporting 
event".  — DauidSharrock 


Top  chef’s  £400,000  tax  bill 


ONE  of  Britain's  best-known  restaurateurs  and  his  wife  could 
face  an  estimated  £1004X)0  bill  after  a Court  jud^  yesterday 

ruled  the  Inland  Revenue  was  entitled  to  penalise  them  over  a tax 

avoidance  scheme.  Michel  Roux,  who  now  owns  a restaurant  near 
Maidenhead.  Berkshire,  accused  the  Inland  Revenue  of  actiiu 
unfhizly  and  unlawfully  by  imposing  a hefty  penalty  after  he 
opted  for  a new  pension  scheme  In  July  1995.  transferring  smne 
£900,000  out  of  one  he  shared  with  his  wife.  Robyn. 

The  old  scheme  dating  bads  to  1988.  which  b^  contained  some 
£1.3  million  ibr  the  benefit  ofMr  and  Mrs  Roux  before  the  change, 

lost  its (fiicial approval  and  exemption  tern  tax  and  was  mir~rri 
for  tax  at  the  rate  of  40  per 

Rejecting  Mr  Roux’s  application  for  Judicial  review,  Mr  Justice 
Tucker  said;  “lUs  was  a tax  avoidance  scheme  involviim  the  use 
ofthedd  approved  scheme  in  order  to  achim  that  purpose. 
Wheth^  the  tax  avoidance  scheme  worked  or  not,  the  Revenue 

were  justified  in  withdrawing  approval  for  tile  old  scheme  ** 


Spice  Giris  top  1 0m  sales 


THE  Spice  Girls  have  sold  10,188,000  cc^les  of  their  debut  -gihiini 
Spic^tlwir  record  company.  Virgin  Records,  announced  yester- 
day. Such  vrorldwide  sales  put  the  quintet  among  the  oijte  of 
^tish  rock,  and  compare  with  Pirdt  F1o>’d’s  1973  album  Dart 
Side  of  the  Moon  (28  million),  the  Beatles’  Sgt  Pepper  (34  mOiion) 

A Vii^  Records  spokesman  said:  "Our  projected  UK 
were  about  30(M)oo.“  That  compares  with  2.62m  to  date. 


A policeman  searching  a suspect’s  home  during  OperatiOD  Bumblebee  in  London  yesterday  pHoromwH:  mafthn  ooowm 


ITV  spends  to 
blunt  impact 
of  Channel  5 


Andrew  Cidf 
IWsTfle  tr  * 


Trompe  I'oeil ...  A sunbather  on  her  lounger  dreams  of  nothing,  while  an  elderly  couple  stare  Into  the  void.  Dnane  Hanson's  sealptnres  blur  the  distinction  between  the  real  and  the 
counterfeit  to  su^st  the  emptiness  in  everyday  life.  They  are  on  show  at  the  Saatchi  Gallery  in  St  John’s  Wood.  London,  until  July  photograph,  bavid  aunos 


doesn’t  know  what's  happen- 
ing. Ifo  has  the  mind  of  a ten- 
year-old.  tte  has  a deft  patete 
and  has  problems  breathing. 
He  needs  a lot  M care  and  at- 
tention. He  was  doing  wen 
with  the  help  of  a voluntary 
social  worker  while  he  was 
living  with  me  but  now  he  is 
right  back  to  square  one." 

Mrs  Saunders,  who  has 
four  other  chilHi-ftn,  kHp 
would  not  be  able  to  afford 
the  300-mile  journey  to  Lanca- 
shire if  her  son  was  moved  to 
Calderstone. 

Her  son,  who  dropped  out  of 
school  at  the  age  of  14.  was 
very  close  to  his  family  and 
would  not  be  able  manage 
without  her. 


ITV  yesterday  unveiled  a 
strategy  to  attract  younger 
vlewo^  and  Uunt  the  im- 
pact of  Channels. 

ITie  network's  schedule  for 
spring  and  summer  will  In- 
clude a new  late  ni^  comedy 
zone,  a science  fiction  week 
and  30  per  cent  fewer  repeats 
than  last  year. 

ITV  denied  that  the  £170 
million  schedule  was  a panic 
reaction  to  the  arrival  last 
wedc  of  Channel  5.  claiming 
its  audience  share  had  so  fer 
been  the  least  aSbeted  ot  any 
terrestrial  broadcaster. 

But  the  strategy  is  dearly 
designed  to  reinforce  rTV’s 
position  as  the  market  leader, 
and  the  targeting  of  yoonger 
adults  takes  it  bead  to  head 
with  ChaimelS. 

Marcus  Plantin.  ITVs  net- 
work director,  did  nothing  to 
danq^  increasix^  spec^- 
tion  that  the  channel  is  again 
considering  moving  News  at 
Ten  to  an  earlier  slot 
Channel  5*s  advertising 
campaigns  have  stressed  its 
ability  to  run  films  at  9pm. 
uninterrupted  by  a half-hour 
news  bre^  ITV’s  attempts 
four  years  ago  to  move  News 
at  Ten  were  thwarted  by  the 
Independent  Television  Com- 
mission and  pressure  feom 
politictaxis. 

Mr  Plantin  said  the  push 
for  younger  viewers  » aged 
16  to  24 — had  been  demanded 
by  advertisers. 

The  Comedy  Zone  — 
apparently  mimicking  Chan- 
nel 5‘s  nightly  11.40pm 
comedy  slot  — will  feature 
the  return  of  Gayle’s  World, 
and  Live  at  Jongleurs,  featur- 
ing acts  from  an  alternative 
comedy  venue. 

The  Into  the  Unknown  sea- 
son, dedicated  to  the  paranor- 
mal and  bizarre,  will  launch 


Highlights 


n DRAMA:  8020.  film 
drama  set  in  ftitiirtstic 
Manchester  Bliss,  stan^ 
Simon  Sheiriierd  as  a lead- 
ine  immunologist;  'nmch- 
ing  Evil,  crimo  thtiUer  with 
Robson  Green:  Ain’i  Mlsbe- 
ba^dn*.  return  of  Robson 
Green  and  Jerome  Rynn's 
wartime  romp:  Sfaarpe. 
starring  Sean  Bean;  Cad- 
fael.  starring  Derek  Jacc^ 
Wycliffe,  witb  Jack  Step, 
berd;  Bodyguards,  starring 
Louise  Lombard  and  Sean 
Pertwev. 

a FACTUAL:  Network 
First:  Victoria  and  Alb^, 
Prince  Michael  of  Kant  on 
his  great  great  gran^^ 
ents’  marriage:  Situation 
Critical,  a debate  on  yduth 
lawlessness:  Neighbours 
from  Hell,  a doenmentary 
on  neighbourhood  fends. 


Millennium,  the.  new 
firom  Chris  Carter,  creator  of 
The  X-Files.  The  week  in- 
cludes a crime  tbcUler,  2020. 
set  in  Manchester  23  years 
from  now. 

1T\’  is  spending  £10  million 
a week  on  network  program- 
ming. compared  with  Chan- 
nel 5‘a  .innual  budget  oTfiiio 
million.  The  network’s  invest- 
ment In  drama  alone  runs  to 
£70  million  for  the  season. 

Mr  Plantin  said  ITV  had  hit 
the  jackpot  with  new  quality 
drama.  Including  McCailiim. 
Reckless  and  Midsomer  Mur- 
ders. Last  weekend's  openiiu: 
episodes  of  The  Grand  and 
Where  the  Heart  Is.  delivered 
10  million-plus  audiences. 

Formula  1 motor  racing 
and  European  football  had  led 
the  “renaissance"  of  ITV 
sport,  an  area  where  spending 
had  doubled  over  two  years, 
he  claimed. 


Drags  charge 
Britons  on  trial 


Ai 


BRITON  Is  to  go  on  trial 
in  Holland  today 
barged  witb  running  a 


£l(X>  million  racket  to  fiood 
Britain  witb  heroin,  cocaine, 
ecstasy  and  hashish. 

Curtis  Warren,  a business- 
man from  Liverpool,  is  one  of 
seven  Britons  in  the  dock  in 
The  Hague  for  a two-day 
bearing. 

The  court  will  hear  claims 
of  how  a six-month  Anglo- 
Duteb  police  and  Customs  op- 
eration smashed  one  of  Brit- 
ain’s largest  organised  drug 
rings. 

The  three  Judges  will  hear 
claims  that  the  gang  con- 
trolled its  InteroatioDal  smug- 
gling operations  from  the 
north  west  of  England. 

Warren  had  homes  in  the 
Wirral  and  Amsterd^  from 
which  he  is  allied  to  have  co- 
ordlnated  an  illicit  trade 
which  flooded  Europe  and  in 
particular  Britain,  with  vast 
quantities  of  drugs  from 
South  America. 

The  seven  are  charged  with 
traffickiDg  in  drugs  and  ille- 
gal possession  of  guns,  band 
grenades  and  CS  gas  canis- 
ters. A Colombian  is  also 
charged  with  involvement  in 
the  same  smuggling  rack^ 
They  were  aH  arrested  last 
October  after  a joint  opera- 
tion by  Dutch  and  British 
CustiMiis  officers  who  seized 
STB  minion  of  cocaine  in  a 
cemtainer  aboard  a Venezue- 
lan freighter  which  had 
docked  In  Rotterdam. 

Inside  the  container  was  a 
collection  of  giant  aluminium 
ingots.  Ridden  In  a metal  box 


inside  one  ingot  was  800kg  of 
Colombian  cocaine.  Investiga- 
tors who  had  been  intcking 
the  shipment  with  the  help  of 
information  from  the  North 
West  regional  crime  squad, 
followed  the  suspect  con- 
tainer from  the  ship  to  a 
warehouse  near  The  Hague 
where  a raid  was  staged. 

FoUow-up  raids  in  Rotter- 
dam and  Amsterdam  uncov- 
ered caches  of  band  grenades 
and  automatic  weapons  as 
well  as  more  drugs  which  in- 
cluded 1,500kg  of  heroin  and 
50kg  of  ecstasy  — a toUd 
drugs  haul  worth  about  £100 
million. 

Most  of  it  was  destined  for 
the  North  West  of  England  for 
distribution  throughout  the 
country  via  criminal 
networks. 

Dutch  prosecutors  say  War- 
ren. aged  32.  was  the  orga- 
niser of  the  drugs  ring.  The 
others  in  court  are  said  to  be 
his  henchmen. 

They  include  Stephen  Mee, 
aged  38.  also  from  Liverpoed. 

Mee  and  another  defendant. 
Ray  Nolan,  28,  ftom  Liver- 
pool, allegedly  gave  false 
names  to  Dutch  police. 

The  other  defendants  are 
John  FbrrelL  34.  from  Man. 
Chester;  Stephen  Whitehead, 
also  34,  from  Oldham;  Wil- 
liam Fitzgerald.  S5.  and  Wil- 
liam Riley,  47.  both  from 
LiverpooL 

No  verdicts  will  be  an- 
nounced because  the  judges 
will  require  at  least  two 
weeks  alter  completion  of  the 
hearings  before  delivering 
their  judgments. 


Bumblebee  raids  sting  thieves 


Astronomers  seek  to  recreate 
a supernova  blast  in  miniature 


Clare  Longrigg 


For  one  small  baby,  born 
in  Fulham  on  Monday 
afternoon,  it  was  not  an 
auspicious  start.  On  his  Gret 
morning,  his  parents  were 
awoken  by  a sharp  knock  at 
the  door. 

Six  police  officers  entered 
the  first  floor  flat  and  snapped 
hanriwifTc  oo  hls  father’s  out- 
stretched wrists. 

Mother  and  fether,  both  In 
their  early  20s.  sat  side  by 
side  on  the  sofe  as  detectives 
searched  the  Oat  looking  for 
Stolen  property. 

Two  bicycles  were  removed 
from  the  balcony,  along  with 
a number  of  mobile  phones 


and  a duvet  cover  set.  still 
with  its  electronic  security 
tag  attached. 

Two  pictures  were  taken  off 
the  walL  “We’re  looking  for  a 
victizn  with  no  taste,"  said 
oiM  of  the  officers.  A Samurai 
sword  found  in  the  bedroom 
was  oonsigned  to  one  of  the 
raid  team  for  safekeeping. 

The  batn^,  as  yet  unnamed, 
dept  soundly  as  the  officers, 
already  wen  known  to  the 
man  and  his  girlfriend  from 
previoas  arrests  and  repeated 
searches,  Uu^ed  and  joked 
with  them. 

The  raid  was  part  of  Opera- 
tion Bumbtebee,  a Metropoli- 
tan police  initiative  to  crack 
down  on  burglary  and  reas- 
sure householders  that  persis- 


tent thieves  are  being 
stopped. 

The  tenth  London-wide 
blitz  in  seven  years  deployed 
more  than  2,000  officers  in 
raids  on  hundreds  of  homes. 
At  Sam,  squad  ears  and  police 
vans  moved  out  across  the 
city.  By  lOam,  360  suspect^ 
bursars  and  fences  had  been 
arrested,  and  officers  bad 
removed  proper^  indiiritTip 
credit  cards,  Jewellery  and  bi- 
cycles. 

Detectives  discovered 
£500.000  in  cash  hidden  under 
a bed  in  a bouse  in  Hounslow, 
west  London,  where  a man 
was  arrested  in  connection 
with  Illegally  imported 
alcoboL 

Fulham  poUre  sent  out  25 


officers  on  flve  separate  raids 
to  arrest  seven  suspected 
burglars.  Including  a 15-year- 
old  boy.  One  team  arrested  an 
IS-year-old  suspected  bui^lar 
when  they  found  h™  in  bed 
witb  a 14-year-old  girl  who 
bad  been  reported  missing. 

Police  also  uncovered  drugs 
and  illegal  we^jions  during  a 
number  of  raids.  At  the  new 
baby's  home,  oSieers  found 
two  shotgun  cartridges  and 
part  of  a flare  gun  — a proUb- 
Ited  weapon. 

Stolen  goods  recovered  in 
the  Bumblebee  raids  will  go 
on  display  at  the  Road  Show 
at  EiOiti's  cricket  ground  in 
London  on  April  11-13.  Among 
the  booty  is  said  to  be  a quan- 
tity of  ecclesiastical  robes. 


Tim  Radford 
Sdonoe  Edteor 


Scientists  are  planning 
to  recreate  the  kind  nr 


Former  minister  ‘helped  arms  dealer  get  MoD  contract’ 


Richard  Norton-Taylor 


A FORMER  Conservative 
#%minist 


ter  intervened  to  se- 
cure a lucrative  Ministry  of 
Defence  contract  for  a private 
arms  dealer  who  txn^t  lar^ 
stocks  of  surplus  weapems.  it 
was  revealed  yesterd^. 


The  disclosure  was  made  at 
Tower  Bridge  magistrates 
court,  south  London,  during 
pre-ti^  hearings  into  the 
case  of  Robert  FerUey.  an 
MoD  official  charged  witb 
conspiracy  to  defraud  the 
ministry  over  the  sale  of  lai^ 
quantities  of  weapons. 

Reporting  restrictions  were 


lifted.  Geoffrey  Cox,  defend- 
ing, told  the  court  that  inves- 
ti^tions  started  In  19^  after 
an  unnamed  former  minister 
complained  to  the  MoD 
Dince  Hill,  an  arms  rivaling 
company,  was  not  being 
awartied  contracts. 

Mr  Fenley  was  arrested  in 
1994  In  connection  wtth  con- 


tracts awarded  to  another 
company.  Trem,  based  in 
Doncaster,  the  court  heard. 
He  was  charged  in  January 
this  year. 

Mr  Cox  objected  to  a prose- 
cution request  that  proc^- 
ings  be  delayed  »nrii  nest 
month,  but  the  case  was  ad- 
journed for  three  weeks. 


explosion  that  tnafte  the 
system.  They  are  going  to  cut 
a supernova  explosion  down 
to  size  and  set  ft  off  in  the 
laboratory. 

Geraint  Thomas  will  tomor- 
row tell  the  national  astron- 
omy meeting  in  Southampton 
that  data  from  experiments 
with  gas  and  flame  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wales,  Aberyst- 
wyth, can  be  scaled  to  match 
the  most  hlazins  f^work  di& 
play  of  the  modem  heavens,  a 
type  lA  supernova. 

Astronomers  now  believe 
that  an  original  "big  teng" 
about  15  billion  years  ago 
filled  the  universe  with  hy- 
drogen and  helium.  But  all 
the  elements  after  those  had 
to  be  forged  in  the  thermonu- 
clear furnaces  of  stars  like  the 
Sun. 

But  reactions  in  awatj  stars 
still  only  make  the  lighter  ele- 
ments. and  when  a star  dies 
and  cools,  those  elements 
remain  locked  in  its  cold  core, 
out  supernovae  are 
explosions  of  immensely 
dense  stars  known  as  white 


dwarfe,  and  the  heat  of  these 
is  thou^t  to  make  up  aU  the 
heavy  elements.  The  force  of 
the  explosums  is  thought  to 
have  distributed  the  silicon, 
carbon.  Iron,  oxygen  and  ura- 
nium from  which  the  Earth 
and  other  planets  were  later 
made. 

Because  supernovae  are  so 
bright,  astronomers  want  to 
use  them  as  milestones  to 
measure  distances  across  the 
universe.  But  they  cannot  do 
this  with  certain^  until  they 
understand  the  physics  of  the 
explosion. 

Dr  Thomas  will  be  working 
with  colleagues  in  the  US  and 
at  Cambridge.  He  argues  tliat 
an  explosion  in  the  heavens 
must  follow  the  same  pre^ 
cesses  as  an  explosion  in  a 
house.  First  there  is  a flame 
which  sets  off  a detonation. 
But  there  Is  a difference.  In  a 
white  dwarf,  matter  is  packed 
to  a density  of  1,000  a 
cubic  centimetre. 

"We  are  dealing  with  a nat- 
tu‘91  gas  where  the  density  Is 
about  1 kilogram  per  metre 
cubed."  he  said.  "The  densi- 
ties are  a million  times 
higher,  the  temperatures  are 
1.000  times  higher,  but  the 
basic  physics  are.  we  think, 
the  same." 
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handj^cmt  at  an  elacticm  rally  held  by  main  the  anti-eommimist  Xlmon  of  Democratic  Forces  in  a sabnrb  of  Sofla^befine  the 
April  19.  The  mayor  of  Sofia.  Stefan  Soflanslri.  ^rtio  is  interim  prime  mfailster-  aaid  Mb  cairiti<»t  had  haTti«H  bread  end  fnel  Bhortflyff  photograph;  DnerAR  dilkoff 


Rome  in  disarray  over 
plans  for  Albania  force 


John  Hooper  in  Rome 


WITH  unnerving 
speed,  the  centre- 
Italian  ^vem- 
ment  was  pushed 
to  the  brink  of  collapse  last 
ni^t  in  its  efforts  to  play  a 
role  in  Albania. 

It  was  cmly  succes- 

sive emergency  adjournments 
of  the  countr^s  senate  that 
party  negotiators  found  a way 
for  the  upper  house  to  ratify' 
the  deployment  of  Italian 
tnxqps.  The  outcmne  of  die  de- 
bate had  been  thrown  into 
doubt  earlier  by  an  overnight 
change  of  heart  by  the 
opposition. 

A 2.S0l}-strong  contin^f  of 
Italian  troops  is  due  to  be  dis- 
patched to  Albania  nnct  week. 
It  would  be  the  biggest 
element  in.  an  Italian-led 
multinational  force  for  whicb 
Rome  has  lolfoied  straiuously 
since  Albania  began  sinking 
into  anarchy. 

But  Silvio  Berlusconi  and 
follow-leaders  of  die  right- 
wing  Freedmn  Alliance  — 
who  had  originally  supported 


the  mission  — decided  yester- 
day to  vote  against  fbe  cabi- 
nets moUon  for  it  to  be  ap- 
proved by  paiiiament 

Massimo  D'Alenia,  the 
leader  of  the  bluest  party  in 
the  coalition,  the  esc-commu- 
nist  Democratic  Farty  of  die 
Left  (PDS).  said  the  cabinet 
would  resign  if  either  the 
tyro  houses  of  Mtdiament 
l^ed  to  endorse  foeir  plans. 

The  chamber  of  depiztles  is 


onstrated  that  Romano  Pro- 
di’s  administration  did  not 
have  “a  nuUorlty  capable 
support^  it  even  on  a prob- 
lem as  important  as  foreign 
IKdicy". 

In  his  ^ech  to  the  senate 
last'  mght.  Mi*  Prodi  said  it 
was  unacceptable  that  **fhe 
tragedy  ot  Albania  should  be 
redact  by  the  opposition  to 
an  opportunity  for  weanng 
down-  the  government". 


ttaly’s  troops  being  sent  on  a risky 

mission  by  a tottering  government 


due  to  vote  today. 

Accordaig  to  a source  close 
to  last  ni^f  s talks,  the  gov- 
emmoit  was  prepared  for  a 
humiliating  deu.  Even  if 
some  sort  of  compromise  is 
reached.  Italy's  troops  foce 
the  unnerving  prospect  being 
sent  on  a hl^ily  perilous 
mission  by  a tottering 
government 

Mr  Berlusconi  said  he  con- 
tinued to  snnXKrt  the  (q)era- 
tion  but  it  ne^ed  to  be  dem- 
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Rigfatwiiig  sources  claimed, 
however,  that  the  Freedom 
AUiance's  decisiou  had  been 
sealed  by  remarks  attributed 
to  a junior  foreign  minister. 

In  comments  widely  criti- 
cised for  endangerii^  the  al- 
ready accident-prone  mis- 
sion, Piero  Fassino  was 
quoted  as  sa^ng  that  Alba- 
nia’s president.  Sail  Berisba, 
‘Tiadtogo’’. 

R^mrts  of  bis  speech  to 
PDS  leaders  provoked  an 
irate  d^dcmutic  protest  from 
Tirana,  vriiere  the  govern- 
ment "energetically"  de- 
plored his  vie^ 

Mr  Prodi's  cabinet  had 
been  counting  on  the  simport 
of  ffie  right,  having  already 
been  deserted  by  Communist 
Refbnndation,  the  orthodox 
Marxist  party  vdiich  has  kept 
it  in  power  for  the  past  ll 

mofitha. 


The  party’s  leadership 
regards  the  mission  as  unjus- 
tifiably dangpiram  and  an  ex- 
tension of  what  it  sees  as  Ita- 
ly’s neo-colonial  role  in 
Albania. 

The  Italian  government  m- 
sists  that  its  aima  are  to  pro- 
tect the  distribution  .d  hu- 
manitarian aid  in  Albania 
and  b^  create  a dUmme  salt-- 
able  for  a general  election. 

The  ihling  Olive  Tree  coali- 
tion has  a tiny  majority  on 
paper  In  the  senate,  but  needs 
Communist  Refoundation’s 
backing  to  get  legislation 
through  the  chamber  of 
deputies. 

The  spc&esman  of  the  sepa- 
ratist Northern  League  said 
ministers  would  be  ‘Imuder- 
ers”  if  they  let  Italian  soldiers 
set  foot  in  Albania  foDowing 
Mr  Fassino's  remarks.  Italy’s 
troops  are  to  be  deployed  in 
the  north  of  the  country 
where  Mr  Berisha’s  armed 
supporters  hold  greatest 
sway. 

It  had  been  decided  not  to 
send  them  to  the  south  be- 
cause of  an  incideDt  last 
month  in  which  a boat  carry- 
ing Albanian  r^kigees  sank 
tdter  a gQiUainn  with  an  Ital- 
ian corvette.  The  Italian 
naval  vessd  had  been  trying 

to  prevawt  illagal  lanriingg  (m 
the  Aitaiatie  coast 

^le  disaster  ^ in  which  up 
to  79  Albanians  died  — has 
made  the  Italians  deeply  un- 
popular in  parts  of  southern 
Albania,  irim  where  the  vic- 
tims had  departed. 


Sobhraj  strikes 
fear  into  France 


Paul  Webster  ki  Paris 


TO  A collective  shudder 
from  the  Etench  media, 
Charles  Sobhraj,  other- 
wise known  as  Hie  Snake, 
returned  to  France  yesterday 
ready  to  make  a kffiing  firom 
his  memoirs  as  an  alleged 
multiple  murderer. 

Mr  Sobhraj,  who  ^pesat2d 
years  in  Indian  jails  awaiting 
trial,  was  greeted  at  Roissy-. 
Chai^  de  Gaulle  airport  by 
his  lawyer,  Jacques  Vergis, 
and  a posse  of  firontler  police 
hoping  to  find  a last-minute 
reason  to  deport  him. 

Within  minutes  Mr  Sobhred 
bad  become  the  press’s  most 
wanted  man.  He  went  into 
biding  during  baxgaioing 
over  fbe  truth  behind  the  alle- 
gations that  he  swindled  and 
murdered  at  least  U western 
touri&ts  in  Tbail^d.  India, 
Nepal  and  Afghanistan  in  the 
1970s.  Although  he  has  been 
arrested  for  several  lesser  of- 
fences. he  was  twice  acquitted 
of  murder  on  appeal  and  was 
finally  released  after  a hear- 
ing on  February  21. 

“As  fer  as  my  supposed 
crimes  outside  Fiance  are 
concerned,  1 have  been  judged 
and  acquitted.”  he  said.  ‘1 
am  a man  now  and  noth- 
ing CRH  be  held  against  me,” 

. Mr  Sobhiai  was  then  taken 
brfore  a judge  In  the  suburb 
of  Bobigny  and  formally 
placed  under  investigation  in 
the  allied  poisoning  of  an 
unnaTHPd  FKmchwoman  in 
India  in  1976.  He  was  not 
taken  into  custody. 


Nicknamed  The  Snake  for 
his  hypnotic  charm  and  abil- 
ity to  slide  out  of  trouble,  Mr 
Sobhraj,  aged  51,  said  on 
arrival  that  his  priorities 
were  a visit  to  his  znotber  and 
work  oa  a film  and  a book 
telling*  his  extraordinary 
lifestory. 

Mr  Sobhraj  had  to  wait 
nearly  two  months  after  his 
release  frum  New  Delhi's  Ti' 
bar  jail  b^re  the  French  au- 
thorities admitted  that  he  had 
the  rigU  to  reside  here  be- 
cause his  motiier.  a Vietnam- 
ese. was  a Frenrii  citixen. 
Bom  In  Sajgon.  to  an  Indian 
fetiier,  Mr  Sobhjrai  said  be 
had  two  French  passports  and 
a French  identity  card  to 
prove  fafe  right  to  citizenriiip. 

But  the  French  press  raised 
doubts  about  his  nationality, 
recaTling  that  Mr  S<^hriU> 
who  allegedly  used  stolen 
passports  while  on  the  run, 
had  cnce  said  that  be  started 
a life  d crime  because  be  was 
refkised  French  ilationality. 
He  had  been  told  fo  leave  the 
country  when  he  was  18  arid 
had  no  money.  Bis  first  of- 
fence was  to  steal  a car  before 
being  arrested  on  the  Italian 
border. 

He  made  up  for  this  failed 
escape  by  more  successful  at- 
tem;^  induding  a break  out 
foran  Tihai  prison  when  he 
was  serving  a sentence  fbr 
druggizig  and  bating  to  rob 
members  of  a French  ru^ 

tftam  3y  giving  Mmsftlf  up 

while  on  the  run  In  Goa,  he 
avoided  a murder  trial  in 
Thailaind,  where  he  could 
have  been  eentraued  to  death. 


Money’s  not  too  tight  to  mention 


With  the  economy  ailing  as  tourism  sags, 
northern  Cyrprus  is  staking  its  future  on 
its  casinos,  writes  Ann  Brady  in  Kyrenia 


IT’S  Saturday  night  and 
the  vast  Jasmine  Court 
ffwmno  in  northern  Cy- 
pms  is  heaving,  with  srad- 
oos  gamblers  and  a scatter^ 
I Tig  of  bemused  tourists 
itoaHjiad  by  the  lurid  lime, 
-yellow  and  oraz^e  cedonr 
scheme  that  keeps  the  pnnt- 
ers*  eyes  off  the  walls  and 
Sxinly  on  the  game  in  hand. 

Necat,  fiwn  Famagusta, 
is  having  a bad  night. 
*'Mon^8  too  Tight  to  Men- 
tion*’ is  playing,  but  he 
seems  oblivions  to  the 
Iriuiy  of  the  8<nig  as  he  ad- 
mits he  has  Just  lost  about 
£600  on  tables. 

Casinos  are  big  — very 
— in  the  tiny -break- 
away state  that  is  fhst  be- 
onmiTig  the  Las  Vegas  of  the 
Levant.  The  boom  of  the 
past  two  years  has  coin- 
cided with  the  crackdown 
on  gambfi-ny  by  the  folanxist 
gdveniment  in  Turkey.  The 
Ug  cRgiTTn  bosses  are  h^ 
ing  to  in  on  a lucrative 
an  hour  and  a half  by 
^tene  from  IstanbnL 
And  the  self-proclaimed 
Turkish  Republic  of  North- 
ern Cyprus,  recognised 
only  Itf  Ankara,  needs  all 
the  help  it  can  get.  With 
tOQiism  down  40  cent 
on  last  year.  It  is  hoping 
that  the  casinos  can  revive 
the  ailing  economy. 


Sixteen  casinos  operate 
in  northern  Cyprus— six  in 
a coastal  strip  less  than  a 
quarter  of  a mile  long  near 
Kyrenia  — and  the  govern- 
ment is  considering  appli' 
cations  for  10  more. 

TAe  Jasmine  Court  is  the 
gnrtaii  Qagsbip  of  the  gam- 
bling boom.  It  covers 
54,000sq  ft  and  can  bold  up 
toSfiOOpeo^ 

"It’s  the  biggest  in 
Bnroipe,’*  says  Kuxsad  Sen, 


Vmetian  castle  that  dond- 
nates  the  pretty  harbour. 

Like  the  good  old  days  of 
Las  Vegas,  the  casino  has  a 
sleazy  side.  Once  the  Jewel 
of  Asil  Nadir’s  string  of 
hotels,  the  Jasmine  Court 
hotel  and  casino  were  sold 
to  Omer  TopaL  the  late 
head  of  the  Istanbul-based 
Imperial  Group  last  spring. 
He  didn’t  live  to  see  his 
moHi-inillion  pound  invest- 
ment: he  was  shot  dead  In 
Istanbul  the  following  July. 

At  the  time,  Turkish 
reports  alleged  that  the  fin- 
gerprints on  the  gun  that 
killed  Him  belonged  to  Abd- 
ullah Catli,  a gangster 
wanted  for  heroin  smug- 


*ljocal  people  mostly  prefer  to  wash 
dishes  in  England  than  work  in  casinos’ 


the  assistant  manager, 
proudly  pointing  out  the  26 
roulette,  blackjack  and 
poker  tables,  and  ffie  bat- 
tery of 500  slot  machines. 

Itat  Necat  doesn’t  semn 
too  impressed . as  he  ex- 
ebanges  TwinimM  of  Turk- 
ish lira  for  the  lucky  grey- 
coloured  ch^  with  which 
he  blankets  one  of  the  rou- 
lette tables.  "The  best 
raiiriwo  is  the  onc  where  you 
win.’’ 

The  coastal  resort  of  Eyr^ 
Awi*  is  the  unlikely  setting 
for  the  hangar-Uke  idea- 
sure  dome.  It  is  now  almost 
as  bUj  a tourist  attraction 
as  the  massive  16th-craitury 


gUng  and  the  mnrder  of 
leftwing  students  who  had 
visited  northern  Cyprus 
with  Topal  in  the  spring, 
aimii^  to  grab  a slice  of  the 
casino  action. 

Catli,  too,  came  to  a 
sticky  end  last  year.  His 
death  in  a car  cn^  in  Tn]> 
key  in  November,  in  which 
his  mon  and  a police  chief 
niso  died  and  a senior  poli- 
tician was  seriously  in- 
jured — exposed  the  state's 
linitB  wlfo  oi^anised  crime 
and  triggered  the  country's 
hugest  pi^tical  scandaL 

Despite  the  obvious  bene- 
fits to  the  ailing  economy  in 
jobs  and  tourist  spiu-^fe. 


the  local  community  is 
uneasy  about  the  Tnridsh 
mafia  muscling  in.  and  gov- 
ernment officials  were  con- 
Spicuons  by  their  absence 
when  the  Jasmine  Conri 
opened  in  the  new  year. 

The  Casino  Entrepre- 
neurs’ Association  was 
founded  six  months  ago  by 
local  business  people  keen 
to  give  the  casinos  a 
respectable  image.  Erdal 
Andlz,  its  dtrector,  says: 
"Casinos  are  good  for  un- 
employment. Too  many 
people  are  emigrating  to 
Ellwand.  We  want  to  g^ve 
the  casinos  a re^iectable 
miagft  and  of  OUT  Condi- 
tions is  that  75  per  cent  of 
the  staff  should  be  local 
people.  But  on  the  whole, 
local  pec^  prefer  to  wash 
dishes  in  England  than 
work  in  casinos.” 

Despite  the  lack  of  a seri- 
ous r^ilatory  body,  Sei> 
dar  Dmiktasb.  the  deputy 
prime  minister  and  tonxism 
minister,  is  confident  that 
casinos  will  make  nortfaeni 
Cym’us  **a  perfect  place  fbr 
eufoyment”. 

Mehmet  a Tnridsh  Cyp- 
riot on  holiday  from  Lon- 
(hm,  agrees.  He  is  eiuoySng 
the  free  food,  drink  and  clga- 
rettes  at  the  Jasmine  Court 
while  his  wife  Gulcan  feeds 
the  slot  madilnes. 

"Where  else  can  you  ezdoy 
yourself  like  this,”  he  says. 
*T(g’  the  ladce  iffa  meal  out, 
you  can  come  to  fiifs  b^ 
gamMiwg  park  and  hope- 
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Lost  work  gives 
scholars  last 
dance  with  Liszt 


Glephen  Bates  In  Brusseie 


ftiUy  leave  with  some  extra 
money  in  your  pocket” 


A N UNKNOWN  work  by 
ZA  Franz  USKt,  which  has 

M ^apparently  lain  imdla- 

covered  and  nnplayed  in  a 
cupboard  In  Brussels  for 
nearly  120  years,  was  caus- 
ing excitement  yesterday  as 
possibly  the  Hungarian 
composer’s  last  score. 

The  emnporition,  an  oi> 
chestration  of  three  Galli- 
eian  dances  based  cm  tunes 
by  a DOW  forgotten  FoUsdi 
pupil  Of  Id^’s.  J-ules  Zar- 
embski,  was  found  by  Ma- 
lon  Haine,  director  d a 
Brussels  museum,  while 
searching  the  archives. 

Two  of  the  dancras  were 
known  from  referencMSf  in 
the  composer’s  letters,  but 
the  discovery  of  the  third — 
a Mazurka  — is  a complete 
surprise. 

It  may  be  the  last  wmrk 
Liszt  ever  carried  out,  for 
the  score  appears  to  date 
from  1881  or  1882,  when  he 
was  in  his  70s.  He  died  in 
1886. 

Hie  score  appears  to  be  in 
the  composer’s  writing  and 
is  corrected  with  com- 
ments. characteristically, 
in  bine  and  red  ink. 

Ms  Haine  mid:  "1  stum- 
bled across  a goldmine.  I 
firit  as  if  I was  an  Egyptolo- 
gist stumbling  actoss  an  in- 
tact tomb.” 

The  music  came  to  light 
in  fexnily  papers  owned  by 
Ernest  Vanderlinden,  the 
grandsem  of  the  Be^ian 
Wagnerian  opera  singer  Er- 
nest Van  Dyck,  who  was 
married  to  the  sister  of  one 
of  Liszt’s  pupils,  Franz 
Servais. 

Zarembski.  who  died  in 
1885  aged  31.  was  a friend 
of  Uszt  and  became  prote- 
sor  of  jdano  at  the  Brussels 
Conservatoire  at  about  the 
time  of  the  composition. 
Uszt  is  known  to  have  vis- 
ited him  in  Brussels  and  sat 
for  a studio  photc^nph 
with  Zarembski  and 
vais  there  in  May  1881. 


Ms  Haine  came  across  the 
manuscript  as  she  sear^ed 
through  a cupboard  of  mo- 
mentoes.  letters  and  pho^ 
graphs.  The  score  is  heavily 
thumbed,  and  so  appears  to 
have  been  played  feirly  fre- 
quently when  it  was  first 
written. 

The  music  — which  was 
originally  written  by  Zar^ 
embski  as  a piano  work  for 
four  hands  — was  ecten- 
sively  revised  and  length- 
ened by  Uszt  in  orchestrat- 
ing it  for  a wider  range  of 
insrtiiments. 

In  a letter  to  Zarembski, 
also  uncovered,  the  com- 
poser wrote:  "Dnnsually.  I 
have  been  able  to  do  a little 
work  — laige-scale  compo- 
sition bothers  me — with  as 
much  pleasure  as  orches- 
trating your  Galliclan 
dances.  That  is  entiziely  fin- 
ished with  several  length- 
enings which  I h<^  yon 
wem’t  disapprove. 

"It  is  impossible  to  send 
to  yem  the  scribbles  of  my 
manuscript  but  I have 
asked  Frledheim  to  make  a 
001^  which  1 will  send  to 
you  before  the  start  of  the 
year.  If  the  editor  Simon  is 
dteposed  to  publish  the  oi> 
chestntlon  I will  let  him 
have  it  for  1,000  marks, 
otherwise  yon  have  it  and 
do  what  you  think  St . . 

Ms  Heine  hopes  that  her 
discovery  — and  Zarembs- 
Id’s  ozi^nal  work  — will 
both  be  played  at  the  open- 
ing of  a museum  of  musical 
iwgtmTn<»n*a  iu  Bmssels  in 
two  years*  time. 

‘T  did  not  realise  the 
work's  rarity,'*  she  said. 
"The  BAaznrka  has  never 
even  been  mentioned  and  I 
gather  Uszt  scholars  have 
bem  tracking  tbe  other  two 
dances  throng  the  manu- 
scripts of  the  world  for 
years. 

“I  now  realise  It’s  an  ex- 
traordinary piece,  undoubt- 
edly Liszt’s  last  orchestra- 
tion. Now  it  will  have  to  be 
analysed  for  its  musical 
value.” 


Tehran  to  sue 
German  firms 


Denis  Staunton  In  Berfln 


IRAN  announced  yesterday 
that  it  will  sue  24  German 
companies  believed  to 
have  helped  Iraq  produce 
nhpmirai  weapcais  during  the 
1980-1988  Iran-lraq  war. 

The  move  comes  as  tension 
grows  between  Bonn  and 
Tehran  before  tomorrow’s 
verdict  in  the  Mykonos  case, 
in  which  five  men  are 
accused  d murdering  three 
Iranian  dissidents  in  a Berlin 
restaurant  in  1992. 

Prosecutors  say  the  wningw 
were  ordered  by  tbe  Iranian 
government.  German  authori- 
ties have  issued  an  arrest 
warrant  for  Tehran’s  intelli- 
gence minister.  All  Fallahi- 
yan.  Tehran  denies  any  in- 
vedvonent,  and  dismisses  the 
Berlin  trial  as  a political  exer- 
cise inspired  by  Israel 
Iranian  officials  have  de- 
manded an  apology  from 
Bonn  and  warn  that  a court 
ruling  implicating  Iran  In  the 
ViiitngK  would  afihet  relations 
between  the  two  countries. 

“If  tbe  verdict  in  tbe  Myko- 
nos trial  is  political  and  illc^- 
cal.  it  win  certainly  have  con- 
sequences fbr  the  bilateral 
relationship  and  even  lead  to 
a crisis,”  warned  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Iranian  parlia- 
ment, All  Akbar  Natek  Nuri. 

Iran  r^ards  the  United 
States  and  Israel  as  its  ar^ 
enemies,  and  sees  Germany 
and  France  as  bridges  to  the 
Western  world.  German  trade 
with  Iran  was  worth 
£990,000  million  last  year,  de- 
spite a reduction  after  pres- 
sure frum  Germany's  ante. 


News  in  brief 


Germany  is  the  leading  ex- 
ponent of  the  policy  of 
cal  dialogue"  with  Iran, 
claiming  that  maintaining 
diplomatic  and  trade  links  is 
the  most  effective  way  of  in- 
fluencing the  Islamic  state. 

Bonn  said  on  Monday  that 
it  would  r^ew  its  relations 
with  Tehran  in  the  light  iff 
tomorrow’s  verdict  Security 
experts  fear  a wave  terror- 
ist attacks  if  the  court’s  rul- 
ing is  not  to  Iran’s  llkic^ 

“If.  in  tts  verdict  the  court 
in  Berlin  eiqplisifly  names  the 
Iranian  head  of  government 
President  All  Rafeanjani,  as 
tbe  initiatftr  of  the  mui^r, 
then  we  fear  tbe  worst,”  sa  id 
one  expert  yesterday. 

Secinrlty  at  the  court  will 
include  aimed  police  watch- 
ing fbr  snipers  targeting  tbe 
judge  or  prosecutors. 

Iranian  i^tposltlon  figures 
claimed  yesterday  that 
Tehran  attempted  to  influ- 
ence the  verdict  last  weekend 
by  promis£^  Bonn  lucrative 
business  contracts.  But  yes- 
terday’s announcement  of 
lawsuits  against  German 
companies  suggests  that  it  is 
returning  to  tbe  language  te* 
threats. 

The  Iranian  news  agency 
claimed  that  the  action  was 
prompted  by  complaints  from 
more  than  i,ooo  relatives  of 
chemical  weapons  victims. 
The  agency  quoted  a Tehran 
court  official  as  saying  that 
there  were  “undeniable  docu- 
ments, including  pictures, 
filing  and  recorded  remarks 
of  German  experts"  proving 
German  invol-vement  in  the 
innduction  of  Iraqi  chemical 
weapons. 


Csfanide  found 
in  mustard 

Police  investigating  an  extor- 
tion attempt  against  tbe 
Nestle  fbod  gjant  found  a tube 
of  mustard  laced  with  cyanide 
and  another  poisoned  product 
in  two  German  supermarkets 
yesterday.'  A waiiilng  letter 
on  Monday  demanded  the 
payment  d about  £10  million 
in  uncut  diamonds.  — AP. 

India  criticised 

Amnesty  Intematlonal  yester- 
day accused  India  of  allowing 
its  security  forces  to  kin  civil- 
ians in  foe  norfo-east  tribal 
state  of  hfenipur  as  an  alter- 
native to  arrest — Reuter. 

Haiti  poll  claim 

The  new  party  of  Jean-Ber- 
trand  Aristide.  Haiti’s  former 
president  claimed  to  have 
won  a majority  tiie  vote  in 
the  week^  dections. — AP. 

Treason  charges 

Nine  former  high-ranking 
Communist  officials  may  be 


charged  with  treason  for  their 
part  in  tbe  1968  Soviet-led  in- 
vasion that  crushed  the 
"Prague  Spring"  reform 
movement  officials  of  a Czech 
Republic  inquiry  said  yester- 
day. — AP. 

Algeria  massacre 

felamic  militants  raided  the 
village  of  Merchlche,  in  west- 
ern Algeria,  slitting  the 
throats  of  18  people,  indudii^ 
an  dderly  man  and  three  dill- 
dren.  relatives  said  yeter- 
day.  — AP. 

U^m  by  China 

China,  in  an  attempt  to  head 
off  condemnation  of  its 
human  rights  record,  an- 
nounced yesterday  that  it 
would  sign  the  United 
Nation's  International  Cove- 
nant on  Economic,  Sotel  and 
Cultural  Rights. — AP. 

Maradona  ill 

Argentine  fbofliall  star  Diego 
Maradona  ^ in  while  (»  Chil- 
ean tdevision,  TV  nffiriflig 
said.  Doctors  said  he  high 
blood  pressure. — Reuter. 


6 THE  ELECTION 

None  of  the  parties  has  put 
forward  a programme  which 
offers  much  real  hope  to  those 
in  greatest  need 

The  churches’  report 


Taxation  is  a moral  question, 
paying  taxes  is  a sign  of 
belonging  to  and  contributing 
to  the  wellbeing  of  the  whole 

Bishop  David  Sheppard 


TiM  GuarcUan  Wednesday  April  9 1987 


‘Little 
hope 
for  the 
poor  in 
contest 
to  lure 
voters 
with 

tax  cuts’ 


Alex  Bellos  and 
Michael  White 


*Uoderneath  political  issues  lie  spiritnal  truths’ . . . The  Rt  Rev  David  Sheppard,  Bishop  of  Liverpool,  and  economist  Andrew  Brittan  yesterday 


Churches  slate  all  parties 


The  main  political 
parties  ran  for  cover 
last  ni^t  after  11 
British  churches 
joined  forces  to  ac- 
cuse them  of  puttii^  tax  cuts 
before  solutions  to  poverty 
and  unemployment  in  the 
battle  for  victory  in  the  gen- 
eral election. 

In  an  outspoken  report  the 
churches  entered  the  political 
fray  with  their  sharpest 
critique  of  the  decaying  social 
fabric  since  the  Church  of 
England's  Faith  in  the  City 
report  enraged  Margaret 
Thatcher  In  1985. 

Free-market  Tories  have 
loi^  regarded  the  churches  as 
part  of  the  soft-left  Opposition 
and  were  not  disaps>ointed. 
Once  again  the  churches 
charged  the  main  par^  with 
complacency  in  failing  ade- 
quately to  address  urban  de- 
privation and  inequality. 

This  time  the  Conserva- 
tives joined  their  rivals  in 
publicly  welcoming  the 
churches'  contribution  to  "de- 
bating the  real  issues".  Tony 
Blair  and  Gordon  Brown  said 
they  agreed  with  much  of  the 
298<page  report’s  indictment 
oCTory  Britain. 

"Tax  is  a moral  issue."  said 
the  shadow  chancellor,  echo- 
ing the  report  as  he  pledged  a 
Blair  gov’ernment  to  fairness 


Faith,  hope . « . and  workers’  rights 


IT  IS  the  manifesto  no 
mainstream  party  would 
dare  publish.  The 
churches*  report  says  a 
truly  prosperous  Britain 
nee^  hl^er  taxes,  more 
onion  power,  a rise  In  bene- 
fits and  a mlnlmnin  wage, 
icrites  A/er  Bellos. 

The  300-page  document,  a 
cunioixs  fiision  of  theology 
and  economics,  is  both  a 
hard-hitting  condemnation 
of  risingsoi^  inequality 
and  a political  treatise  on 
proposed  improvements. 

□ dOB$ 

Its  main  policy  sug^tion 
is  to  fund  an  expansion  of 
the  job  market  by  raising 
taxes.  Compared  with  the 


rest  of  Europe,  say  the 
churches,  Britain's  ratio  of 
taxation  to  GDP  is  rela- 
tively low  and  conld  be 
raised  by  “several  per  cent 
. . . over  a mn  of  years. . . 
witlmut  causing  serioos 
harm  to  the  economy’ 
virtually  all  the  extra 
revenue  should  go  on  creat- 
ing more  jobs,  especially  in 
the  public  sector.  The 
report  points  to  health,  edu- 
cation and  conununity  care 
as  inadequately  funded. 

The  churches  reject  all 
the  initiatives  made  to  get 
the  long-term  unemployed 
back  to  work.  They  want  an 
agency  to  find  or  create  a 
job  for  anyone  who  has  been 
ont  of  work  for  a long 


period.  While  it  would  not 
be  self-financing,  it  may 
cost  only  £2  billion  a year. 

a wAtts 

The  report  endorses  the 
principle  of  a statutory 

irnnimtiTn  wage  because 
some  current  rates  of  pay 
are  **nnjust  and  ofibn^ve  to 
human  dignity".  Senior 
man^ement  should  have 
their  salaries  kept  in  check 
by  a code  of  conduct. 

□ WORKERS’ RIGHTS 

The  report  Crequentlr  men- 
tions how  the  world  of  work 
is  changing.  The  growing 
number  of  people  who  work 
from  home,  for  example, 
lack  some  of  the  lights  of 


office  workers.  Unions, 
which  have  been  under 
attack  for  two  decades,  now 
perhaps  have  too  little 
powen  “the  spirit  of  co-op- 
eration bas  a strong  appeal 
to  Christians’*. 

OBENEFITS 

The  Jobseeker’s  Allowance, 
wiuch  reduced  entitlement 
to  benefits  &x>m  12  to  six 
montiba.  and  Income  Sup- 
port should  be  thrown  out. 
In  their  place  the  report 
suggest  three  options:  a uni- 
fied system  of  benefits  for 
those  in  and  ont  of  work, 
treating  married  couples  as 
individuals,  and  part-time 
benefits  for  the  part-time 
unemployed. 


in  taxation  along  with  its 
coQunitment  to  create  250,000 
jobs  for  the  young  and  long- 
term unemployed. 

But  tbe  report.  Unemploy- 
ment and  the  Future  of  Work, 
went  much  further  than 
Labour  pol^  by  backing  not 
just  the  mininum  wage  and 
increased  rights  for  workers, 
but  higher  taxes  to  fund  job 
creation,  alor^  with  possible 
cuts  in  — or  abolition  of  — 


employers'  national  insur- 
ance contributions  if  that 
would  help.  Hi^er  benefits 
were  also  envisaged. 

"In  the  Britisb  general  elec- 
tion campaign  the  political 
parties  are  competing  for 
votes  by  promising  low  tax- 
ation. When  so  many  are  liv- 
ing in  poverty  and  unemploy- 
ment it  is  wrc^  to  give 
priori^'  to  the  claims  of  those 
who  are  already  well  off,”  the 


report  boldly  states.  "None  of 
the  political  parties  bas  put 
forward  a prc^ramme  which 
offers  much  real  hope  of  im- 
provement to  those  in  great- 
est need.” 

Only  the  Liberal  Democrats 
that  they  had  already 
bitten  the  bullet  by  advocat- 
ing higher  taxes,  including  ip 
on  income  tax  for  education. 

John  Major  insisted  that 
the  Ccmservatives  shared  tbe 


authors’  aim  to  help  evei^ne 
share  in  growing  national 
wealth,  lliat.  was  what  "one- 
nation  Conservatism"  was 
about  He  said:  "I  disagree 
with  the  cborcbes’  judgment. 
I invite  them  to  look  at  what 
has  tu^pmed  to  unemploy- 
ment In  this  country.” 

Launching  the  Council  for 
Churches  in  Brit^  and  Ire- 
land r^ort,  which  took  18 
months  to  write,  the  Rt  Rev 


David  Sheppard,  Anglican 
Bishop  of  Liverpool,  said  the 
Church  was  right  to  intervene 
in  politics,  and  denied  the 
repc^  was  politically  partisan. 

“Underneath  social  and  po- 
litical issues  lie  spiritual 
truths.  The  churches’  contact 
with  all  sections  of  society 
gives  them  both  a close 
knowledge  and  a clear  duty  to 
examine  the  large  questions. 
If  there  is  a target  at  which 
the  report  aims,  it  is  the  fotal- 
ism  which  wrings  the  hands 
and  assumes  that  nothing  can 
be  done,"  he  said. 

One  of  the  authors  of  tbe 
report  Andrew  Brittan,  a for- 
mer Treasury  economic  ad- 
viser. said  despite  surface 
similarities  it  was  not  a resus- 
citated  manifesto  of  Old 
Labour  doctrine.  'The  econo- 
my on  which  it  is  based  is 
1990s  not  196QS.  We  bave 
rejected  unreconstructed 
Keynesism." 

Dr  Sheppard  said:  “If  we 
are  to  provide  good  jobs  it  is 
going  to  cost  Good  Jobs,  not 
dead-end  jobs.  Ta3caUon  is  a 
moral  question,  paying  taxes 
is  a sign  of  belonging  to  and 
being  and  contributing  to  the 
well-being  the  whole.  And 
we  believe  God  is  concerned 
with  the  whole.  He  is  very 
specially  concerned  with 
people  who  get  left  out." 


Falling  over  each  other  to  climb  on  moral  bandwagon 


Politicians’  attitude  to  Church  has 
changed,  says  Sarah  Boseley 


The  Church  has  been 
accused  of  meddling  in 
politics  since  before 
Henry  II’s  outburst  over  a 
"turbulent  priest"  led  to  the 
assassination  of  Thomas  a 
Becket  But  while  the  occa- 
sional bishop  will  openly 
advocate  voting  Labo^,  it 
specialises  In  diagnosing 
problems  rather  thw  espous- 
ing party  political  solutions. 


In  Thatcherism’s  heyday, 
the  political  establishment 
did  not  want  to  know  what 
the  Church  bad  to  say  on  the 
miseries  of  a growing  under- 
class. nor  on  the  spiritu^ 
bankruptcy  of  most  of  the 
rest.  After  the  Church’s 
damning  Faith  in  the  City 
report  was  published  in  1985. 
there  was  outrage  Grom  the 
Tories  about  pinko  lefty  bish- 


ops. and  it  has  taken  until 
now  for  a similarly  incisive 
report  to  see  the  light  of  day. 

This  time  the  reaction  fiom 
the  Conservatives  could  not 
be  more  differmL  As  with 
last  year's  Catholic  document 
The  Common  Good,  Tory  poli- 
ticians are  going  out  of  their 
way  to  aclmowl^ge  that  de- 
privation and  socl^  problems 
exist,  even  though  they  po- 
litely disagree  over  solutions 
such  as  the  minimnm  w^e. 

Behind  this  change  of  atti- 
tude is  the  new  “social  moral- 
ity" that  has  swept  in.  Politi- 


cians have  been  felling  over 
each  other  to  climb  on  the 
religious  bandwagon:  John 
Major  and  Paddy  Ariidown 
letting  us  know  how  (tften 
they  pray,  while  Tony  Blair 
heads  a contingent  of  convic- 
Hon  Christian  Socialists  in 
the  Shadow  CablneL 
So  it  is  that  there  is  intense 
interest  when  the  Chief 
Rabbi,  Dr  Jmathan  Sadts, 
nominates  Mr  Blair  as  the 
party  leader  most  likely  to 
lead  us  out  of  our  moral  de- 
generacy and  social  crisis, 
when  the  Bishop  of  Oxford 


labour,  and  when  the 
next  Bishop  of  Worcester 
urges  Christian  Socialists  to 
pray  for  a Labour  victory. 

But  whether  the  Church  of 
wngianH  will  have  much  ef- 
fect on  the  electorate  is  open 
to  question.  Politicians  have 
shown  they  can  take  what 
they  win  flixun  tts  pronounce- 
ments and  use  it  to  beat  their 
opponents  with.  The  Church 
as  a whole  wQl  not  take  a 
view  as- to  which  party’s  poli- 
cies would  be  best  for  the 
country  — because  it  Is 
divided. 


‘Tt  is  quite  hard  on  any 
reading  of  the  Old  or  New 
Testament  not  to  be  predis- 
posed to  the  principle  that 
led  to  tbe  founding  the 
Labour  Party:  all  peoide  are 
equal,  riches  are  to  be  shared, 
the  Jewish  and  Christian  tra- 
dition of  caring  for  the 
stranger,  tbe  widow  and  the 
orphan,"  said  one  iwaritrig 
Church  member. 

But  there  is  another  school 
of  thought  and  many  of  its 
members  are  bishops:  those 
who  believe  God  hdps  those 
who  help  themselves. 


Your  country 
needs  you, 

Lib  Dems’  Lord 
Kitchener  tells 
nation’s  youth 


Campaign 

Day 


Martin  Watnwright 

IT  WAS  just  as  well  that 
some  schools  were  back 
yestertey,  after  one  of 
Kenneth  Baker’s  B-Days 
(so-called  because  tbe 
English  don't  know  what  to 
do  with  them),  as  early'  elec- 
tion news  rei'eaied  a fright- 
fill  raft  of  energetic  mea- 
sures fbr  young  people. 
Instead  of  slopping  over 
their  Nlntendos,  the  Youth 
of  Britain  ore  going  to  be 
enlisted  in  a series  of  rival 
volunteer  armies,  an- 
nounce at  dmmhead  press 
conferences  by  the  parties* 
recruiting  oOloers. 

Lacking 
onlyaLord 
Kitchener 
monstadie 
(right),  the 
Liberal 
Democrats’ 

AlanBeith 
Idckedofr 
with  news 
ofproposed 
“City 

Gu  wlians'*  units  of  teen- 
agers who  will  scrub  graffiti 
off  walls,  patrol  parks  and 
give  vulnerable  pemdoners 
lifts  home  when  darkness 
j falls.  Was  the  laconic  bunny 
I outside  Church  House— 

' the  day’s  first  fiirry  animal 
— one  of  them?  R wouldn’t 
say.  but  anyway  there  were 
more  pressing  questions. 

“Isn’t  this  going  to  turn 
Yoni^  Uberals  into  li- 
censed vlgUantes.  forcing 
people  home  who  may  not 
want  to  go?”  asked  the  irre- 
pressible Vincent  Hanna. 
“WelL  we  can  Joke  about 
It,"  said  Beith  sceptically, 
unaware  that  in  Bradfonl, 
only  last  year,  an  aston- 
ished pensioner  was  com- 
pulsorily bathed  and  put  to 
bed  by  a young  volunteer 
who  bad  got  hu  street  num- 
bers muddled. 

Labour  is  risking  the 
same  well-meant  but  over- 
keen  enthusiasm,  judging 
by  Gordon  Brown,  who  un- 
veiled plans  to  enei^ise 
250.000  young  people,  work- 
ing in  harness  with  the 
National  Council  of  Volun- 
tary 

Ocganlsa- 
tionsand — 
nnderent- 
tingtheUb- 
Dems*  teen- 
age limit — 

Kids*  Club 
Networks. 

Conserva- 
tive inter- 
est has  al- 
ready  been  announced,  via 
military  cadet  units. 

Sir  James  Goldsmith  make 
a pitch  fbr  One  O’clock 
Clubs?  • 

E^^mess  remained  a 
theme  later  in  the  morning 
as  Mr  Blair  bussed  into 
Essex  Girl  coontiy,  where  a 
Q&A  session  in  Baslldcm 
ended  with  a bright-reyed  St 
Paula,  Geraldine  Evans,  an- 
nouncfng  her  experiences 
on  the  local  Damascus  road. 


“I'm  oue  oftho  few  people 
here  who's  not  n member  of 
the  Labour  Party. “ she  said. 
“But . . .Pve  decided  to  vote 
Labour.” 

The  press  huddled  round 
and.  alas,  Geraldinemade- 
the  fatal  slip  of  comptalaihg 
about  Tory  hard  times  with 
the  phrase:  "Fve  never 
worked  so  hard  fbr  so  lit- 
tle.” “Walt  a mo.”  said  a 
reporter,  recognising  tbe 
ChurcbUUan  coascmctlon. 
“haven't  1 interviewed  you 
before?”  He  had.  two  weeks 
earlier,  wfaena  Labour 
Party  staffer  in  Basildon 
whistled  Ms  Evans  op  on  a 
mobile.  She  had  also  ap- 
peared on  a subseqneni  visit 
by  Gordon  Brown.  Still, 
they  say  you  can't  have  too 
much  of  a good  thing. 

On  the  Toiy  side  of  the 
campaign,  it  was  lucky  that 
none  of  Britain’s  enemies 
decided  to  launch  an  air 
attack  yesterday,  with  the 
country's  high  command  la 
the  odd  position  — previ- 
ously occupied  by  various 
comely  ladies— of  w^ting 
fbr  former  defbneo  minister 
Alan  Clark  (below  left).  A 
distinguished  hall  filled 
rapidly  at  Whitehall’s 
Royal  United  Services  Insu- 
late, including  Chief  of  the 
Air  StafTSir  Michael  Gray- 
don.  to  hear  tbe  Tory  candi- 
date fbr  Kenslngtoa  and 
Chelsea  lecture  ou  Britain’s 
defence  policy. 

“He's  been  delayed."  an- 
nounce staff,  as  more  dls- 
tingitished  bods  perched  on 
the  stairs,  nlth  every  seat 
taken:  then  13  minutes 
later  “We're  afraid  he’s  not 
coming 
after 
Tracked 
down  on  his 
mobile 
phone.  Mr 
Clark  said 
that  he  had 
dictated  a 
“Sorry, 
can’t  come" 
notea  fort- 
night earlier  and  was  busy 
electioneering.  “But  as  far 
as  we  knew."  his  constitu- 
ency office  said  in  baffie- 
ment.  “when  he  left  here  20 
minutes  ago.  he  was  head- 
ing for  the  Institute." 

Maybe  such  mysteries 
were  designed  to  draw  at- 
tention from  Tatton.  where 
the  entire  might  of  the 
world’s  oldest  democracy 
making  up  its  mind  focused 
on  the  amiazing  fracas  in  a 
Cheshire  field.  Among  the 
fow  exceptions  were  the  vig- 
orous paiticipants  In  a dif- 
ferent fend,  at  Lirme  Regis 
in  Dorset,  which  is  unwit- 
tingly helping  the  West 
Country  hopes  of  the  Lib- 
eral Democrats. 

Outraged  at  a clumsy  new 
lifeboat  station  beii^  built 
close  to  the  Cunous  Cobb 
(above),  takeaway  restau- 
rant owner  Diljrs  Postles 
has  organised  a “St(v  the 
Rot  at  our  Beauty  Spot” 
protest,  coosistlng  of  tying 
yellow  ribbons  (the  Lib-- 
Denis’  colour)  round  con- 
tractors* fencing  at  the  site. 
Equally  vigorously,  lifeboat 
crew  have  come  out  at  mid- 
night to  untie  the  favours, 
which  tbe  PosUes  Ihctlon 
has  then  replaced 
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It  was  a fair  selection  contest 
and  she  won  it  without  ’ 
manipulation.  And  you  can’t 
say  that  about  the  past 

Pontefract  activist 


L2Jx)ur’s  legislative  programme 
will  be  at  risk  unle^  acceptable 
means  are  found  to  deal  with  the 
built-in  Tory  msyority  in  the  Lords 

Lord  Graham  of  Edmonton 


THE  ELECTION  7 


THE  BIG  ISSUE;  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS 


Building  a power  base  of  peers 


Alan  Travis  looks  at  Labour’s 
crucial  plans  for  strengthening 
representation  in  the  upper 
chamber  by  phasing  in  new  life 
peers  to  erode  the  Tory  majority 
and  honour  pledges  of  legislation 


The  lialf  dozen 
“old  guard' 
Labour  MPs 
being  offered 
places  in  the 
House  of  Lords'to 
resign  their  safe  seats  and 
make  way  fbr  favoured  new- 
comers could  play  a vital  role 
under  the  new  government 
For  the  party  has  to  break 
the  Conservative’  cqitnries- 
old  domination  of  the  upper 
drnmber  if  it  is  to  have  any 
chance  of  getting  its  most 
cherished  policies  into  law. 

Tony  Blair  plans  to  do  this 
by  ending  the  voti^  rights  of 
hereditary  peers  and  by  cry- 
ing more  Qian  60  new  Labour 
life  peers. 

The  scheme  was  hatdied 
after  Labour’s  Chief  'Whip  in 
the  House  of  Lords;  Lord  Gra- 
ham of  Edmonton,  warned  Mr 
Blair  that  “the  whole  of 
Labour’s  legislative  pro- 
gramme will  be  put  at  risk 
unless  acceptaUe  means  are 
found  to  deal  wlQi  the  built-in 
Tory  majority.” 

Lord  Graham  told  the 
Labour  lead^  has 

to  be  giv^  to  the  first  session 
a£  a Labour  govemmeat,  in 
particular  in  light  of  pledges 
to  produce  devolution  l^;!^- 
tion  in  the  first  year." 

He  also  warned  that  there 
is  a severe  shorts^  of  Labour 
peers  under  70.  In  fhct,  there 
are  ibwer  Hmii  so  in  this  cate- 
gory. which  means  Labour 
“will  be  fticed  -with  grave 
problems  in  delivering  a 
reasonable  vote,  let  aloim  a 
majoritf." 

Repe^ed  defeats  and  the 
delays  involved  in  reversing 
them  in  the  Commons  could 
wreak  havoc  with  Labour’s 
programme. 

Lord  Graham’s  preferred 
solution  was  that  Labour 
“should  not  hesitate  to  an- 
nouce  that  it  will  create  soffi- 
dent  new  peers  if  need  be. 
Nor  should  we  balk  at  offers 
ing  a limited  number  cf  life 
peers  to  other  benches  Ipaiv 
ties]  in  file  Lords  to  enable 
them  to  oponte.”  he  privately 
advised  file  - Labour  Leader 
when  the  issue  was  first  dis- 
cussed in  detail. 

After  cross-party  talks, 
Labour  has  ad(9ted  a more 
cautious  approach  to  Lords 
reform  and  has  made  some 
crucial  compromises.  It  is 
now  prepared  to  offer  some 
inducements  to  its  opponents 
to  secure  reform,  as  first 
step”  in  making  tiie  House  of 
Lords  more  democratic  and 
representative. 

It  will  not  be  a walkover. 
Ihe  Conservatives,  led  by 
John  Major's  flrlend.  '\fisoount 
Cranbome,  have  already  set 
up  a war  chest  to 

build  up  a research  staff  to 
fight  the  Labour  Party's 
plans. 

In  an  attempt  to  soften  that 
opposition,  Mr  Blair  is  to 
offer  an  esemptim  to  srane  of 
the  380  hereditary  peers  who 
turn  up  more  than  me  day  jn 
three. 

The  rest,  who  are  not  r^u- 


lar  attmiders,  wiQ  lose  their 
places  and  voting  rights. 
These  peers  are  the  “back- 
woodsmen” who  notoriously 
turned  up  to  vote  through  the 
poll  tax  in  the  late  1980s  and 
have  been  us^  in  the 
year  to  deftat  key  amend- 
ments to  asylum  aTn^  housing 
legislation.  A proposal  from 
some  life  peers  that  the  he- 
reditary peers  should  be 
allowed  to  continue  with  non- 
voting  -“club  membership 
has  been  rejected. 

' Mr  Blair  will  also  to  soft- 
pedal  on  Lord  Graham's  origi- 
nal request  to  create  more 
than  60  new  Lahoor  peers 
“without  delay”  to  give  him 
some  rfianrtt  gg  getting  the 
new  government's  business 
through. 

The  talk  within  the  Labour 
leadership  now  is  to  phase  hi 
the  extra  peers  within  the 
first  18  montte. 

'Hie  manifesto  is  careEhl  to 
say  that  file  system  wilZ  “en- 
sure over  time  par^  appoin- 
tees as  life  peers  more  accu- 
rately reflect  the  prqpOTtton 
of  votes  cast  at  the  previous 
general  election.'’ 

In  a ftirtber  attempt  to  reas- 
sure the  tradhtouaUsts.  the 


Blair  plans  to  end 
the  voting  rights  of 
hereditary  peers 
and  create  more 
than  60  Iffe  peers 


Lnbour  manifesto  also  says 
that  'ten  one  party  ^ould 
sedr  a maJcMrity  in  tibe  House 
of  Lords." 

This  means  that  Labour  has 
dedared  it  will  not  rig  the 
place  in  its  fevonr. 

Instead  of  immediate 
action.  Labour  is  hoping  that 
file  Conservatives  will  in- 
stead abide  by  a cross-party 
doctrine  dating  back  to  1945 
called  the  Salidnuy  Conven- 
tion. under  which  ttie  House 
of  Lords  does  not  vote  down  a 
Goverment’s  manifesto 

If  the  Conservatives  do  not 
abide  by  this  convention. 
Labour  vrill  be  in  trouble. 
For.  despite  a dutch  of  well 
publicised  government  de- 
feats over  sentencing  and  the 
Police  Bill  recently,  Ihe  built- 
in  TVary  majority  Is  no  myth. 
As  the  voting  figures  show 
during  1995/96  (see  graphic), 
the  Government  won  96  out  of 
106  votes  and  depended  <»  the 
votes  of  the  Conservative  , he- 
reditexy  peers  foe  66  of  fiiose 
iftcb^ee. 

Over  time,  the  House  of 
Lords  has  inflicted  many 
more  defeats  on  Labour 
prime  ministers  they 

have  (m  Cmservafive  ones. 
During  the  Wilson  and  Calla- 
ghan years  between  1974  and 
1979,  Labour  suffered  343  de- 
feats in  the  House  of  Lords  — 
an  average  of  66  times  a 3^. 


In  the  17  parliamentary  years 
$haoe  1979,  Conservative  gov- 
ernments have  suffered  a 
total  of  281  defeats  — an 
annual  average  of  just  18. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is 
that  with  Tony  Blair  as  Prime 
Minister  the  Conservative 
Qppositiicm  In  the  House  of 
Lords  could  Inflict  defeat 
after ' defeat  almost  at  win 
•upon  l^boux^s  programmes. 

The  other  fector  is  that 
lefeour  sinqOy  has  not  got  file 
troops  to  do  the  Job  in  the 
Honse  of  Lords,  ht  feet;  the 
number  of  labour  peers  'has 
felleQ  by  28  since  1979  while 
file  net  Tory  numbns  have 
risen  over  the  same  period  ^ 
mnre  than  33.  Sixty  new 
Labonr  peers  are  needed  to 
redress  this  imbalaiice. 

Part  of  the  reason  for  the 
gap  is  fiiat  there  is  no  auto- 
matic replacement  for  a 
labonr  life  peer  who  dies, 
while  over  the  past  18  years 
more  than  224  mostly  sons 
have  inherited  th^  fethar*s 
Htift  and  tafcani  tlMrir  gaata  wn 
the  Qmservative  benches. 

There  is  a ftxrthv  prolflem. 
Labour’s  strength  is  only  116 
to  the  Consarvatives’  480  but 
it  has  fewer  thm  50  peers  be- 
low the  age  of  70  whom  it  can 
rely  upon  to  turn  up  each  day 
to  oQ^uct  the  new  govern- 
ment’s business. 

There  are  only  four  Labour' 
peers  below  so.  They  are  Lord 
Ponsonby,  Viscount  chanrina, 
Lord  Melchett  and  Lord 
Monkswell  and  all  are  heredi- 
tary peers.  A ftirther  16  are 
under  the  age  of  60  but  they 
an  have  ftiU-time  jobs  in  com- 
merce or  academia  and  are 
not  expected  to  give  them  up. 
Inbour  r^nrds  its  “core  vot- 
ii^  strength”  as  the  28  peers 
between  60  and  69  upon 
vdican  a Labour  government 
wiUliavetor^. 

The  party  r^ards  the  age  of 
70  as  “the  watoi-shed  for  reli- 
ability” and  the  peers  in  this 
group  ere  not  selected  to  oc- 
cupy the  Lords  b«iches  until 
file  evenii^  to  guarantee  a 
government  muJwily  in  a late 
vote. 

Robin  Co(dc  made  dear  last 
month  that  fiiere  would  not 
be  an  inwiwtiatA  arolanrha  of 
new  Labour  peers  after  dec- 
tiaa.  His  statement  foUowed 
the  protests  fromtbe  indepen- 
dent cross-benchers  who 
feared  their  traditional  role 
as  the  u^dders  of  the  Lords 
as  a revising  chamber  was 
threatened.  But  Labour 
riaiwia  their  anxieties  the 
party  «ver  planned  to 
“swamp”  the  Iiords  were 
groundless. 

However  the  number  of 
new  Labour  peers  is  «pected 
to  rise  sharply  over  the  next 
18  months.  Within  five  yearn 
it  is  pianweti  that  the  party 
politieal  balance  amongst  the 
life  peers  will  reflect  the  for- 
tunes of  each  party  at  the  last 
dection.  A “wfiuntaiy  retire- 
ment” scheme  for  Conserva- 
tive life  peers  may  be  used  to 
persuade  some  to  leave. 

However,  the  presence  of 
the  321  “independent”  cross- 
benchers  will  also  be 
safeguarded. 

No  wonder  the  Labour  lead- 
ership is  pr^«red  to  otEer 
seats  in  Ihe  House  of  Lords 
and  even  government  jobs  as 
an  incentive  to  some  <£  its 
dd  guard”  MPs  to  give  up 
their  Commons  constituen- 
cies. They  need  their  experi- 
ence in  the  House  of  Lords 
even  more  than  some  of  the 
veterans  probably  realise. 
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Censarwathra  Labour 

Tcftai:480  Totakiie 
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Total:  57 


&OSS  Bench 
(Independent) 
Total:  321 
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I tnud^,'  sour' 
IJc^.abotgiB  tfeaerti^ 


Tlie  seats: 

Dudley  North  (for- 
merly Dudley  East) 
Retiring  MP:  John 
Gilbert 

First  elected:  1974 
1992  majority:  9,200 

Eingston-npon  Hull 
West 

Retiring  MP:  Stuart 
Randan 

First  elected:  1983 
1992  majority:  10,585  - 

Kilmarnock  and 
Loudoun 

Retiring  MP:  William 
McKelvey 
First  elected:  1979 
1992  meoority:  6,979 


The  probable 
contenders: 

Jack  Dromey,  senior 
official  with  Transport 
and  General  Workers’ 
Union  and  husband  of ' 
shadow  social  security 
secretaiy  Harriet  Har- 
man. Failed  to  make 
shortlist  of  five  for  Pon- 
tefract and  CastlefonL 

Bryan  Davies,  hi|^r 
education  spokesman 
whose  Oldham  and 
Royston  seat  is  disap- 
pearing under  boundary 
changes.  Failed  to  make 
Ponte&act  shortlist  and 
lost  Newport  East  nomi- 
nation to  Tory  defector 
AlanHowarth. 

Derek  Scott,  policy 
adviser  for  Tony  Blair. 
Shortlisted  for  ^nte- 
&act  but  foiled  to  win 
nomination. 

Hilary  Benn,  son  of  vet- 
eran leftwing  MP,  Tony. 
Shortlisted  hut  failed  in 
Pontefract 

Valerie  Sbiawcross,  for- 
mer National  Women’s 
Officer.  Shortlisted  but 
foiled  in  Warrington. 

Valerie  Va^  broad- 
caster and  sister  of 
Leicester  MP  Keith  Vaz. 
Shortlisted  but  foiled  in 
Warrington. 

Ian  Smart,  Scottish 
Labour’s  Pity’s  solici- 
tor. Failed  to  make 
shortlist  to  succeed  Nor- 
man Ho^  in  Cumber- 
nauld and  Kilsyth  after 
falling  out  With  leader- 
ship over  devolution 
line. 


Old  blood  runs  hot  as  Labour  brings  in  new  hopefuls 


^placing  veteran  MPs  with 
tunger  candidates  is  leading  to 
mnoil.  Marlin  Waniwrfeht 
kes  the  temperature  In  Ponteliact 

lere  change  is  inevitable 


.RISING  out  vefteran 
iLabour  MPs  from 
'their  safe  seats  is 
only  half  the  batfie 
party  strategist^  the 
> Install  the  desixvd 
or  Is  causing  resent- 
1 some  constituencies 
activists  suspect  ma- 
[00  bf  the  shortlist 
ig  thosQ  MP9  retiring 
e fray  at  the  eleventh 
Id  expected  to  resume 
)lltlcal  careers  in  the 
is  the  venerable  Sir 
ey  Ldfthouse.  The 
Ibr  a successor  in  Pon- 
and  CMtteford  almost 
in  tears  earlier  this 
hen  disquiet  at  “Lem- 
Lerference**  reached 
g temperatures  before 
Ml  meeting. 

;he  process,  which 
IlhtheadectloaofM- 


year^M  Yvette  Cooper,  bad 
an  unexpectedly  hap^  end- 
ing afttf  local  parly  activists 
praised  the  London  Journal- 
Isf 8 '^virtuoso”  peiibcmance. 

The  cottstnictlon  of  a short- 
list of  candidates  whidi  es- 
eluded  p"y  lo^  hopefuls  had 
raised  hnmediate  siMPiddns 
that- the  sole  concern  of 
Labour’s  Millbank  headquai^ 

tors  was  to  shodiom  favoured 
Blairites  into  safe  seats. 

New  Labour  had  certainly 
bera  out  faimting  at  the  end  of 
March  for  last-minute  safe 
seats  for  key  personnel;  but 
its  own  rdioiins  ruled  out  any 
old  style,  behlnd-the-arras 
manJpnlatlon.' 

Sir  GeoSiejr  bimse^  had 
marto  a finu  Commitment  not 
to  resign  in  the  middle  of 
liferch,  at  a time  whmi  Tory 
defector  Alan  Howaith  was 


on  the  prowl  with  Tony 
Blair’s  encouragement  'Tfed 
there  been  any  pcsslblUty  Of 
ttiat,  I would  never  have  stood 
dov^”  he  said  yesterday. 
“Not  that  Alan  isn’t  a very 
nice  man,  but  1 knew  that  my 
■CQQ$titQsiK7  would  never  ac- 
cept him.” 

Once  Mr  'Howarth  was 
berthed  at  Ne^bport.  Sir  Geof- 
frey decided  to  go  after  alL 
But  disastrous  timing  trig- 
gered the  belief  that  locals 
were  being  kept  out  in  fevour 
of  “sters”^  the  news 

broke  on  (food  Friday  when 
two  ward  secr^aries  were 
away  for  Easter  and  the  local 
communications  sj'stem  was 
In  disarray. 

Anger  boiled  over  when 
three  local  councillMS  and 
the  co^tuency  party  than- 

man,  who  had  beard  the  news 

in  to  submit  CVs  and  an 

essay  each  to  Walworth  Road, 
were  whittled  from  the  short- 
list by  the  national  executive 
committee’s  dectimi  panel, 
which  includes  John  Prescott, 
Margaret  Beckett,  David 
Riiinvett,  Mo  Mowlem  and  a 
raft  cf  safe  MPs  and  safer 
unlOD  represwitatives. 

The  panel  also  rejected 
Jade  Dromey,  senior  official 


Sir  Geofifrey  Lofthonse  . . . 
offto  foe  Lends? 

in  the  TGWtl,  married  to 
shadow  social  security  secre- 
tary Harriet  Hannan  and  a 
part  of  Labour's  central 
circle.  Off  on  the  final 
straight  went  Ms  Cooper, 
with  London  rivals  Hilaxy 
Benn  (Tony's  New  Labour 
son)  and  Derek  Scott  (Blair’s 
economic  adviser)  plus  two 
beavywei^t  local  rivals  from 
HuddersDdd  and  Batley. 

Unfortunately  “local”  in 


Yvette  Cooper  . '. . research 
and  pep  put  her  ahead  . 

Pont^iact  does  not  embrace 
either  ^ fiiose  two  Yorkshire 
towns,  whidi  are  despised  in 
and  Cas  rather  more 
vigorous^  than  unimagin- 
ably distant  (and  largely 
rugby  league-less)  London. 

More  than  300  “alternative” 
ballots  Including  the  four 
local  challengers  were 
printed  by  protest^  there 
were  plans  to  spoil  official 
ballot  papers;  and  the  adop- 


tion meeting  began  amid 
fierce  resentment 

And  then  bfe  Cooper  won 
them  over,  with  a combina- 
tion (tf  research  and  pep.  “It 
was  a feir  contest”  said  one 
would-be  bahot-spoiler  after- 
wards, “and  she  won  it  with- 
out manipulation.  And  you 
cant  say  that  about  the  past" 

What  happened  In  the  past 
was  that  succession  in  such 
Old  Labour  seats  was  assured 
by  vigorous  local  councils 
and  trade  unioncollege 
sponsorship.  Sir  Geoffrey  was 
selected  with  the  help  of  the 
leers’  union;  even  Peter 
Mandelson  won  his  nomlna- 
tion  via  the  (jMBU.  But  that 
gateway  is  now  dosed,  shut 
by  the  party’s  one  man  one 
voter^arm. 

Despite  the  closeness  of 
polling  day.  the  lesignatimi  d 
stalwart  MPs  continues.  It 
emerged  yesterday  that  John 
Gnb^  Labour  MF  fbr  Dud- 
ley &ist,  would  not  be  contest- 
ing bis  seat  — which  is  being 
revamped  under  boundary 
ffhangaa  Dudley  North  — 
in  order  to  make  way  for  a 
younger  candidate. 

Dr  Gilbert,  a former  de- 
fence minister,  turned  70  on 
Satunlay.  and  is  highly  likely 


to  receive  a peerage.  But  local 
party  said  tli^  were 

“stunned  and  snrpris^”  at 
his  decision  to  quit 
The  last  minute  resigna- 
tions also  drew  Cfmservatzve 
criticism.  The  Depnty  Prime 
Minister,  Michael  Hesdtlne, 
accused  Labour  MPs  of  ac- 


cepting “bribes"  such  as  peer- 
ages to  make  way  for  younger 
candidates.  'Tony's  cronies 
are  being  parachuted  into  the 
House  of  Commons.”  he 
claimed.  And  the  resigning 
MPs  are  being  paid  with 
seats  in  the  Lords  or  on 
quangos. 
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The  jobs  being  created  are 
not  soaking  up  the  pool  of 
unskilled  men,  who  have  been 
left  to  survive  on  benefit 

Ruth  Kelly 


Martin  Bell  better  watch  out.  He 
is  about  to  discover  that  rightwing 
press  hostility  is  more  ferocious 
than  any  Serb  sniper 

Roy  Greenslade 


Tax  rises  are  no  answer  for  jobless 


Ruth  Kelly 


AS  I press  the  door- 
bell wearing  my 
colours  loud  on  the 
rosette  on  my  left 
lapel,  a young  man 
comes  to  the  door. 

I shake  his  hand.  Instead  of 
the  customary  greeting  and 
wen  wishing,  aU  I hear  is: 
"You're  all  the  same  you  lot. 
Why  should  I vote?  Nothing 
ever  changes  for  the  Likes  of 
me.” 

His  world  is  all  too  typical 
of  the  one  experienced  by  mil- 
lions of  people  up  and  down 
the  country.  People  who  have 


no  experience  of  "active  gov- 
emmenf:  people  who  have 
suffered  from  the  laissez-faire 
policies  of  the  past  18  years, 
which  have  let  those  who  fail 
to  make  the  grade  slip 
through  the  net 

Perhaps  that  young  man 
would  agree  with  Margaret 
Thatcher’s  notorious  phrase: 
“There  is  no  such  thing  as 
society.” 

it  is  in  this  context  that  the 
Council  of  Churches  yester- 
day issued  its  report.  Unem- 
ployment and  the  Future  of 
Work,  outlining  how  the  mar- 


ket economy  and  the  demo- 
cratic process  are  failing 
many  Britons. 

The  strength  of  the  report  is 
the  vigorous  debate  it  encour- 
ages on  how  to  tackle  the  high 
levels  of  unemployment  and 
poverty  that  di^gure  Britain 
today.  The  story  it  tells  is 
clear.  The  analysis  is  useful 
and  timely. 

No  one  should  believe  the 
story  p^dled  by  the  Right 
that  unemployment  is  yester- 
da>''s  problem.  A quick  glance 
at  the  figur^  shows  that  one 
in  Gve  non-pensioner  house- 
holds has  no  one  in  woiic.  In- 
equality is  greater  than  it  has 
been  for  over  a century:  i 
between  1979  and  19^4  real 
average  bousebold  incomes 
rose  by  40  per  cent,  but 
among  the  poorest  iflth  of 
households  fell  by  13  per  cent. 

The  problem  is  not  that  em- 
ployment has  fallen  over  the 
past  18  years  — the  sharp  Call 


in  the  past  two  recessions  was 
oBbet  by  the  strong  growth  in 
the  mid-to-late  1980s  but 
that  the  sort  of  jobs  being  cre- 
ate are  not  soaking  up  the 
increasing  pool  of  poorly-edu- 
cated and  unskilled  men.  who 
have  been  left  to  survive  on 
benefit 

Part  of  Oie  problem  is  tiie 
rapid  shift  in  employment  de- 
mand towards  more  skilled 
workers,  but  even  among  the 
declining  number  of  less- 
skilled  jobs,  men  are  losing 
out  to  women  who  are  pre- 
pared to  work  part-time  and 
longer  hours. 

As  a result  hen^t  depen- 
dency among  the  working  age 
population  rose  by  almost  2.5 
million  in  the  198QS  and  the 
hopelessness  bred  by  mass 
unemployment  — particu- 
larly among  the  young  — led 
to  a sense  of  alienation  from 
the  political  process,  and 
alienation  tern  socie^. 


But  should  the  lurches  go  , 
further  *i^an  analysii^  the  i 
problems  and  deal  with  pre- 1 
scriptions?  To  answer  this,  it 
is  necessary  first  to  realise 
that  ChristiWty  even  in  its 
inception  had  fkr-reachtng 
Athit^i  implications.  Most  of 
us  would  rect^nise  as  funda- 
mental ethical  values  such 
teadiings  as  "Alws^  treat 
others  as  you  would  1^  them 
to  treat  you".  Others  tenets 
were  much  more  radical, 
requiring  unlimited  forgive- 
ness of  wrongdoers. 


INDEED,  the  more  one 
learns  of  love  as  under- 
stood in  the  Christian 
faith,  the  more  for-reach- 
ing and  ineihaustible  it 
becomes. 

But  those  for-rea(foing  im- 
plications of  Christian  teach- 
ing bind  Individuals  rather 
than  societies.  It  is  only 
reasonaUe.  however,  for  the 


Church  to  expect  politicians 
and  societies  to  order  the 
social  structure  in  ways 
which  allow  civil  society  to 
develop  — a society  which 
fosters  virtue  rather  than  self- 
ishness — a society  in  which 
the  dignity  of  every 

person  is  reflected  and  their 
potential  allowed  to  devdop; 
a society  in  which  all 
— ■ young  and  old  — have  a 
stake.  Such  a society  is  in- 
compatible with  mass  unem- 
ployment and  dire  poverty. 

So  the  churches  are  ri^t  to 
can  unemployinent  a “great 
evil”  which  politicians  should 
actively  se^  to  combat — and 
to  say  that  if  dependency  on 
benefit  becomes  a way  of  lifo, 
it  offends  human  dignity, 
undermines  moral  values, 
and  threatens  to  produce 
socid.  instability. 

And  the  authors  of  the 
report  are  ri^  to  stress  that 
the  laissesfiire  policies  of  the 


Glenda  Jackson,  Labour  MP  for  Hampstead  and  Highgate,  north  London,  outside  Gospel  Oak  primary  school  in  her  constituency  yesterday 
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Right  flails  behind  lost  agenda 


Mediawatch:  The  press 


Roy  Greenslade 


SOME  politicians  have 
to  wait  years  to  be  ac- 
corded the  supreme 
Journalistic  accolade: 
an  hysterical  assault  by  the  ' 
delirious  ranter  Paul  John- : 
son.  Martin  B^  got  his  on 
day  one  in  the  busine^.  i 
Even  by  Johnson’s  stan- 
dards of  unhinged  polemic, 
yesterday's  Daily  Tdegraph 
article  was  extraordinary. 
Johnson  treated  Bell's  deci- 
sion to  stand  as  a symbol  of 
media  power,  the  culmination 
of  a conspiracy  to  supidant 
ParliamenL' 

'The  voters  must  realise 
that  if  they  vote  for  Mr  waU, 
they  will  be  voting  not  jost  for 
a reporter  with  a fomous  foce, 
but  for  the  media  as  a whole 
...  Th^  will' be  voting  fcMT  the 
Sun  and  the  News  of  the 
World,  for  tiieir  hidden  cam- 
eras and  their  wlred-up  char- 
aetm:  assassins. 

‘They  win  be  votix^  for 
Ropert  Murdoch  and  every- 
thing he  stands  for.  Tliey  wQl 
be  voting  for  television  — 
with  its  endless  sex  vio- 
lence — and  for  Channel  4 
and  its  boss,  Michael  Grade  — 
Britain’s  pornographer-iu- 
chief.” 

Inmy  is  not  a tool  Johnson 
uses  or  understands.  So  it 
would  be  best  if  people  did  not 
point  out  to  Tiim  that  he  hap- 
pens to  be  one  of  the  most 
quent  abusers  of  media  power 
through  his  cdioleric  minmrue 
in  the  Telegra^  titles,  the 
Daily  Mail  and  the  Spectator. 
He  is  throwing  bricks  in  his 
own  gTaaehniii^ 

Nor  is  be  carefUl  about  his 
aim.  Stumped  for  any  factiiAi 
knowledge  to  \he  detriment  of 
Ben.  be  launched  a peeidiar 


attack  OD  the  “self-ri^teous 
carpetbagger”.  He  began: 
“ntere  is  much  to  admire  in 
this  valiant,  pertinacious 
decent  man.  But  ...  be  ad- 
mires Paddy  Ashdown’s 
views  on  Bosnia  and,  if 
elected,  would  press  for  a 
large  British  mllitaiy  pres- 
ence in  the  Balkans.” 

Therefore,  he  concludes  ab- 
surdly. the  ‘Tatton  Sectors 
must  weigh  carefUUy  the  Bal- 
kans foctor”. 

Johnson  sees  their  MP.  Nell 
Hamilton,  as  a man  wronged 
by  the  Guardian.  He  “may  not 
be  perfocL  But  at  least  he 
stands  for  the  constitutional 
process  as  opposed  to  media 
tyranny.”  This  process  pre- 
sumably Includes  the  receipt 
ofmaterial  benefits  for  adring 
Commons  questions  and  this 
tyranny  is  the  temerity  of  a 
newspaper  to  reveal  it ' 

Johnson's  arguments  were 
supported  in  another  piece  on 
tile  same  Tdegraph  page,  by 
Janet  Daley.  Sleaze,  for  her,  is 
noOiing  more  than  “media 


self-indalgence  . . . the  esoter- 
ica  of  newspaper  gamesman- 
ship”. Since  sleaze  is  not  a po- 
litical issue  and  Bell  is 
"avowe^”  apolitical,  then 
it’s  unfoir  for  him  to  stand  be- 
cause the  Tatton  voters  “win 
be  given  no  political 
alternative”. 

I nien  Daley  wanders  off  into 
the  same  oon^lracy  theory: 
Benb  deciskm  to  stand  is  a 

I Labour-manijHilat^  media- 
created  diversion  "when 
Labour  was  on  the  ropes  . . . | 
CTver  Scottish  devolution”. 

Both  Daley  and  Johnson, 
and  tile  Tel^paphb  enthusi- 
asm for  their  writing,  are 
proof  of  a problem  that  right- 
wing  journalists  and  their 
newspapers  cannot  foce.  For 
more  than  a quarter  of  the 
century,  the  Tory  papers  have 
set  the  ageaida  before  and  dur- 
ing elertions.  Suddenly  ttiey 
have -lost  the  plot  They  ^>eat 
years  dpi-iding  trade  unions 
and  loony  left  councils  trtxOe 
margin^lsing  journalists 
who  held  alternative  views. 
Now  the  deaze  is  within  their 
party  of  choice  and  they  have 
no  answer  — es:ept  increas- 
ing vitriol  — to  foe  revela- 
tl(^  exposed  by  a press 
which  is  merely  doii%  its  job. 

'The  leader  in  y«terdayb 
Daily  Mali  could  not  be  more 
dear  about  toia  trandbEma- 


tion.  It  referred  to  ‘hn  obses- 
sive liberal  press”  and,  for  a 
moment  1 thou^t  1 was  read- 
ily a quotation  from  Newt 
Gingrich  about  the  American 
media. 

Ihe  bdail,  which  has  spent 
days  do^e^  attempting  to 
resurrect  the  union  scares  of 
the  early  eighties.  Is  also  con- 
vinced that  the  rest  of  the 
madiii  indulging  In  gnma 
weird  plot 

'Cynically  encouraged  by 
the  Laboor  Partyb  spin  doc- 
tors, the  BBC  (which  should 
have  a mission  to  inform) 
the  liberal  media  (which 
ahftiiid  have  higher  journalis- 
tic aspirations)  have  become 
obses^  with  the  question- 
able conduct  of  one,  some- 
what twatgritnAant,  TOiy  MP.” 

But  what  higher  aspirati<m 
is  there  for  any  paper  than  to 
expose  corruption?  What 
proof  is  there  of  the  BBCb 
mission  to  inform  being  com- 
promised? If  Ramiltonb  con- 
duct is  questionable  why 
should  he  remain  an  MP?  If 

he  is  insignffirant  tatco 

foe  trouble  to  defi^nd  him? 

.Martin  Bell  better  watch 
oiiL  He  Is  about  to  discover 
that  ri^twing  press  hostil^ 
is  more  ferocious  than  any 
So'b  sniper. 
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Writers  in  the  Tory 
prero  like  Janet 
D^teypefQand 
PaulJohnson 
have  lost  the  ploL 
Nowthe  sleaae  is 


within  their  party  of 
choice  they  have  no 
answer  but  vitriol 


I 


past  16  years  have  not  suc- 
ceeded in  producing  a tolera- 
ble state  of  affoirs. 

A civil  society  needs  con- 
trols on  exploitation  which_  of- 
fend against  human  dignity. 
If  needs  to  oSbr  its  citizens 
folr  pay  for  foir  work  — a just 
w^.  It  needs  to  respect  foe 
right  to  free  assembly  — rec- 
4?gn»gtog  trade  unions  where 
the  majority  of  the  workforce 
want  it. 

It  needs  to  encourage  fUU 
and  fulfilling  employment, 
tackling  in  particular  the 
sense  of  despair  and 
exclusion  cau^  by  youth 
and  long-term  unemploy- 
ment We  all  suffer  from  a 
fractured  society. 

But  they  then  go  on  to 
argue  that  the  remedy  for 
I such  waste  of  talent  and 
resources  is  fruther  direct 
taxation,  when  the  people  of 
this  country  have  already 
seen  the  bluest  tax  rise  In 


peacetime  history  and  when 
the  national  debt  has  doubled 
since  1992  — largely  as  .i 
result  of  such  mass  unem- 
ployment? No.  The  answer  is 
not  more  taxation.  It  is  about 
pollllcal  priorities.  Getting 
people  back  to  work,  equip- 
ping them  with  the  skills  they 
need  to  better  themselves  and 
. ensuring  they  are  paid  a de- 
cent wage. 

When  1 hand  the  young 
man  on  the  doorstep  a copy  of 
Labour’s  pledge  caiti  promis- 
ing that  no  young  person  will 
be  out  of  work  for  more  than 
six  months,  he  seems  hardly 
to  understand.  Times  have 
indeed  changed. 


Ruth  Keiiy  is  on  leone  flram.  the 
Bank  if  England,  udtere  she  is 
an  economic,  to  sutnd  os  the 
Labour  candidate  fttr  Bolton 
West  In  the  general  election. 
She  is  a practising  Roman 
Catholic. 


Debate  nobody  wants 


Skeletons 
knock  on 
cupboard 
doors 


Defence 


on  defence  than  on  any  state- 
frinded  activity  ivart  from 
social  security  and  health  — 
£22  billion  a >’ear. 

Ckunplicat^  reason:  de- 
fence policy  touches  on  our  se- 
curity, international  influ- 
ence and,  some  day  perhaps, 
national  survival;  it  empow- 
ers the  state  to  send  sons  and 
husbands  (plus  a few  daugh- 
ters) Into  the  kind  of  physical 
danisr  few  other  activities 
involve. 


Tony  Blair  long  ago  de- 
cided that  New  Z^abour 
had  nothing  to  gain  from 
developing  a radical  defence 
policy.  Having  <lamrrw»d  foe 
cupbo^  door  on  skeletons 
like  unilateral  nudear  dlsar- 
mam«it,  his  brief  for  shadow 
defence  secretary  David  Clark 
was  to  keep  it  firmly  locked. 

Trident's  nudear  warheads 
would  be  safe  in  Labour’s 
bands.  Concern  for  the  de- 
fence industry’s  ^,000  hi- 
tedi  jobs  outweighs  any  moral 
squeamishness  about  foe 
arms  trade.  Forget  about 
reducing  military  expendi- 
ture to  foe  European  average 
— that  conference  pledge  went 
the  way  of  Old  Labour. 

The  Conservatives  were  sty- 
mied by  these  tactics,  unable 
to  portray  Labour  as  soft  on 
defence  and  rductant  to  invite 
closer  examination  of  their 
own  record.  They  too  have 
their  skeletons. 

How  could  they  have  ig- 
nored veterans'  complaints 
about  Gulf  war  syndrome  for 
so  long?  Why  sell  service  fem- 
ilies’  quarters  from  under 
them?  Why  is  the  army  thou- 
sands short  of  its  recruiting 
target  and  why  are  the  defence 
medical  services — according 
to  the  all-party  Commons  de- 
fence committee — on  the 
brink  of  irreversible  collapse? 


What  could  be  done? 


Why  they  ahnuTii  he  tallring 
about  it 


! Labour  could  drastically 
review  Britain’s  strategic  pri- 
orities, just  as  Its  manifesto 
suggests.  It  could  conclude 
there  is  no  longer  any  reason 
to  have  British  tanks  defend- 
foe  north  German  plain 
against  foe  Russians:  or  that 
the  diplomatic  and  commer- 
cial spin-off  from  maintaining 
a worldwide  navy  no  longer 
Justifies  its  cost;  or  that  the 
nuclear  deterrent  can  be 
mdfoballed.  Our  forces  could 
be  transformed  Into  a single 
large  multi-role  expeditionary 
force,  on  call  for  Nato  or  foe 
UN. 

A Labour  administration 
might  be  tempted  by  all  of 
these.  But  any  defence  secre- 
tary bold  enough  to  prop*:^ 
such  heresy  would  find  him- 
self  up  against  one  of  White- 
hall's most  formidable  estab- 
lishments, onl}'  too  happy  to 
engage  their  minister  in 
reasoned  argument,  the  better 
to  bury  him  In  technical 
impossibilities. 

Bringing  troops  home  from 
Germany  would  cost  more 
than  it  saves.  Forces  trained 
for  high-intenslty  warfere  can 
manage  a bit  of  peacekeeping, 
but  not  foe  other  way  round. 
No  point  in  having  haifa 
nuclear  deterrent  Fbr  better 
to  leave  policy  to  the  experts 
and  concentrate  on  a defence 
secretary’s  real  job — ke^i^ 
the  Treasury  do^  at  bay. 


Simide  reason:  we  spend  more  I David  Fatrhall 


Why  I’ll  be  voting  Lib  Dem 


Tactical 
vote  may 
get  rid 
of  Tories 


Angie  Zelter 


I *M  GOING  to  vote  tacti- 
cally for  tbeliiberal  Dem- 
ocrats. Alfoonah  North 


I ocrats.  Although  North 
Norfblk  is  a safe  Tory  seat 
only  the  Lib  Dems  have  a 
chance  of  npiTOotlng  them. 

1 agree  wlfo  some  of  the 
LfoDems*  policies,  but  If  1 
was  voting  on  a matter  Of 
conscience,  1 would  be  vot- 
ing Green.  The  Green  Party 
is  the  only  one  dealing  with 
issues  such  as  growth,  coi> 
porate  control  and  global 
trading  systems;  Issnes 
which  are  at  the  root  of  a lot 
of  the  problems  in  society. 

All  foe  main  political  pa]> 
ties  are  totally  out  of  touch 
with  reality . John  Msdor  Is 
indicative  of  his  party.  He  is 
misleading,  hypocritical 
and  double-dmiling. 

If  foe  Tories  got  in  again 
it  would  be  absolutely  disas- 
trous. We  woidd  Just  have 

more  of  the  same:  more  dls- 

empoweriuent,  more  home- 
lessness  and  more 
unemployment. 

On  important  issues. 

Labour  are  not  very  diObr- 

ent  from  the  Tories.  They 
would  do  the  same  as  foe 
Tories  once  they  got  into 
power. 

I think  our  political  sys- 
tem is  ontdat^  and  increas- 


ingly undemocratic.  We 
don’t  have  freedom  of  Inform 
mation,  we  donSt  have  the 
right  to  demonstrate  and  we 
don’t  have  equality. 

We  need  to  have  a refbrm 
of  the  voting  systra  and  we 
need  to  have  a bill  of  rlgh^ 

More  decision-making 
needs  to  be  done  on  a local 
level,  encouraging  local 
eronomies  so  that  conuun- 
nitles  berome  as  snstaln- 
able  as  they  can,  eventually 
gettii^  to  a situation  where 

we  are  not  relyli^  on  the 
resources  of  other 
countries. 

I want  a political  system 
that  discusses  real  issues, 
such  as  the  depletion  of  foe 
ozone  layer,  pollution  and 
human  rights  issues. 

Fm  not  at  all  excited  by 
this  election.  I’m  voting  out 
of  a sense  of  dnty  to  the 


We  will  never  get  foe  sort 
of  party  we  desem  unless 
ordinary  people  get  in- 
volved in  the  debate  and 
start  creating  social  change 
in  their  own  area. 


AnpeZeiter.  apeoce  cam- 
paigner. was  acquits  last 
surnmerofdestnyii^aflgh^ 
plane  being  sold  to  Indonestit. 
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Thoroughly  nice  bloke,  Robert 
Banks  [the  previous  Tory], 
Useless.  But  a thoroughly 
nice  bloke 

Phil  WilliSi  Lib  Dems 


We're  losing  green  spaces 
and  beconning  a suburb 
of  Leeds.  I’m  the  green 
candidate  here 

orman  Lamont 


Thrills  galore,  spill  may  follow 


Matthew  Engel 

bites  the  Bullitt  to 
track  down  quarry 
Norman  Lamont 
Illustrations:  Paul  Cox 


IJ*  tile  most  ex- 
citing stories 
have  a car  chase, 
hat  some  set- 
^tii^  seem  mme 

_ . stethan 

hers.  The  tea^p  town  of 
aiTOgate  wouUl  not  be  first 
loice  location  fixr  a 
make  of  BuBitt  And  tiie 
9 to  Oiaresborou^  start- 
g at  the  Bn^tfess  Ronnd- 
01^  does  not  have  quite  tite 
me  ring  as  the  Los  Angles 
•ewaysofOJ'.  Sifflp6(m.But 
u grt  your  thrills  where 
ucan. 

The  background  was  as  fol- 


lows: ova-  a two-week  period, 
the  Guardian  had  been  trying 
to  set  up  an  interview  with 
the  Omsavatl-ve  candidate 
fOr  tile  HaxFoeate  and  Khazes- 
bmrough  dl^sion.  It  was  a 
flrustratfng  process.  His  staff 
were  polite  hut  evasive.  His 
agent  was  unsure  of  the  pn^ 
granune.  His  secretary  nevar 
seemed  to  see  him.  But  persis- 
tence pays  dividends. 

Two  da^  aef>  the  message 
finally  came  back:  **He'8  too 
busy."  Not  could  the  CoDse^ 
vative  Par^  assist  our  obser- 
vation of  the  democratic  pro- 
cess by  sasring  where  the 


candidate  might  he 

r^mpaignlTig 

But  WtliA  ranrfiArtfl  -wantiiri 
to  stay  incognltn,  it  would 
have  beoi  best  not  to  ride 
round  a faiziy  omupact  ooo- 
stituency  in  a metallic-hlne 
camper  van  with  the  lood- 
^Ka&ec  blazing  and  a Causer- 


SAVE  UP  TO  £4 


attifiSuPFORREViai 


I . ZT  M im  ‘ W*  E9  / a IM)] 


vative  Fartyfiag  on  top. 

I spotted  tt,  cot  up  a fbw 
harmless  pensioners,  ca- 
reered round  the  Bicqaess 
Houndshout  and  got  do  its 
tan.  If  he  hadn't  wanted  to  get 
caught,  it  would  have  been 
best  not  to  drive  into  a mddc- 
Qeoc^dan  emcuttve  bousing 
estate  with  only  one  exit 

Thus  it  was  that,  at  Star- 
heck.  after  three  breathless, 
exhOaiatlng  miles,  the  hunter 
met  his  quarry:  the  Ri^ 
Hanonrable  Norman  Stewiui 
Bugbson  Lamont,  MF  for 
Ringstm  upon  Thames  for  25 
years  — until  the  seat  was 
abolished  yesterday  — Chan- 
cdlor  aC  the  Bwhequer  be- 
tween 1590  and  1993  when  be 
was  sacked,  acknowledged 
vfflain  of  Black  Wednes&ty, 
born-again  Eurosceptic, 
ptomlnent  Redwoodite  and 
enmny  of  the  regime,  the 
who  voted  with  Labour  on  a 
ooi^dteice  motion.  Snowball 
to  John  Major's  NapoleoiL  At 
first  sight  he  thought  X was 
one  of  his  hdpers.  Then  I in- 
troduced mys^.  Mr  Lamont 
was  not  chutihd. 

. He  does,  however,  know 
vriien  the  words  "Fair  cop. 
guv"  are  appropriate.  A rap- 
prochement was  agreed.  He 
did  not  like  the  press  wateh- 
iog  him  canvass,  so  I would 
shove  off  after  10  minutes  and 
he  would  talk  to  me  later. 
Five  o'dock.  be  susested, 
unaware  that  this  baivened 
to  clash  with  the  Grand 
NatiOTtal:  1 wooldnt  have  in- 
terviewed Claudia  Scbiffer  at 
five  o'clock  on  Monday.  We 
settied  <m  890.  (Hve  him 
credit  this  Tory  promise  was 
k^  handsomely. 

But  I sever  did  entire 
s<dve  tile  initial  mystery.  Of 
course.  Conservatives  are 
wary  Of  the  Guardian,  espe- 
dally  at  this  election.  But  Mr 
Tjimwnt  has  been  eiuslva  to 


other  journalists  too. 

Was  this  octxeme  ivofoe- 
sionalismi  ia  tiiat  he  has 
worked  out  bis  strategy  and 
has  decided  there  is  a very 
sound  reason  to  try  to  Jceep 
his  campaign  lowkey?  Or 
was  it  an  unexpected  touch  of 
amateurism,  in  that  even 
after  a quarter  of  a coitnry  he 
remains  a SUghtiy  rtlfflilRnt 
and  uncomfortable  cam- 
peigDer?  I am  Inclined,  to 
fMwV  both  are 

true,  but  that  the  first  is  more 
Unportant 

Hamate  has  been  a Con- 
servattve  seat  for  87  years. 
The  majority  at  the  last  ejec- 
tion was  12,589.  But  a curious 
combination  of  circum- 


stances has  arisesL,  Redlstzl- 

hiTHnm  hsM  nW  * wnm- 

ber  of  TOry-voting  villages. 
The  Liberal  Democrats  have 
established  a rm 

local  government  Their  cazh 
didab^  Phil  WiDis,  is  the 
council  leader  and  a sharp 
and  eOiectzve  pcditical  opera- 
tor. Mr  T.«mnnt,  as  a para- 
ciihted-in  .outsider,  is  the 
80un»  at  inevittide  resoat- 
ment 

He  inherited  a moribund 
local  party  in  somewhat 
faixarre  circumstances:  his 
predecessor,  Robert  Banks, 
jumped  ship,  just  before  bezng 
sacked,  not  for  being  oorzupt 
or  sexually  hyperactive  or  out 
of  line  politically  but  simply 
because  he  was  r^arded  as 
bone  idle.  He  raz^  came 
near  the  constituency. 
"Tborougbly  nice  bloke,  Roh- 
ert  Banks,"  said  Phil  WXDis. 
'*Very  dapper,  very  «4wirm<Tig 
to  an  the  ladles.  Useless.  But  a 
thorou^ily  nice  bloke.” 

"Whatever  criticism  might 
fkiiiy  or  unCKlziy  be 
against  Robert  Baziks,  he 
never  got  a had  resutt,”  said 
Mr  Lamont  And  that  cnrl- 
ously,  is  part  of  the  problem. 
wiarHofi  campaigns  used  to  be 
perfUactoiy  in  Harrogate.  But 
the  Liberals  have  got  word 
ipund  that  this  time  tiiere  is  a 
contest  And  that’s  a novelty.  . 

The  Liberal  Democrats 
rfahn  the  "notianal 


of  the  altered  seat  is  5900 
rather  than  the  geieraRy  ac- 
cepted 9900.  Their  l(^c  is  not 
very  convincing.  But  tiiey  are 
mal^g  people  believe  they 
ram  ■ win,  which  is  the  first 
crmdal,  step  towards  creating 
a byelsriion-style  sensation. 

Labour  are  a bad  third.  But 
7,000  Labour  votes  are  there 
to  be  squeeaed,  becarise  no 
one  has  ever  seriously  tried  to 
squeeze  ttm”  before.  Meas- 
while,  the  Liberal  Democrats 
are  running  an  ezeeptlanalty 
higlMctane  campaign;  one  of 
their  press  officers,  Julian 
Cummings,  Is  the  autiiar  of  a 
set  text  on  marketing,  and  his 
messages  seem  to  have  been 
absorbed. 

TTure  is  even  a ^wcial 
briefing  book  of  nasty  press 
cuttings  entitled  Lamont’s 
I4et  Stand,  beauUfoI^  pro- 
duced and,  as  the  victim  says, 
"tnvtty  vlrious".  AH  this  is 
co-ordJnatBd  from  the  WSUs 
command  centre,  “Ashdown 
House".  This  is  not  a statdy 
home;  It  consiste  of  a few 
grotty  rooms  above  a stereo 
shop,  and  looks  IDm  any  otiier 
loeai  Uh  Dem  H^'But  tiie 
grand  Tiama  sa  example  of 
this  campaign's  sense  of  style. 

Mr  wnils  is  a grey-haii^ 
forceful-looking  man  witii  a 
vague  resemblance  to  the  late 
Harold  Wilson.  He  is  55  but 
somehow  combines  being 
bead  of  a i,600inipzl  Leeds 


comprehensive,  Harrogate 

mpTMTil  anri  a fttniily  — and 

d^^Kzty  leader  of  tiie  county 
council  He  <^h»hng  to 

have  turned  round  the 
borough’s  finances  and,  spe- 
riflcaOy,  the  Onancea  of  the 
ooce-disastrous  conference 
centre.  These  points  Mr 
T,,amnnt  concedes. 

But  be  is  hard 

against  the  rest  of  the  wniis 
record.  This  is. not  an  easy 
strategy.  The  wca-Jd  knows 
that  Harrogate  was  not  Mr 
Lamont's  first  choice  coostit- 


ueoqy  that^  after  Kings- 
ton  vanished,  be  tried  several 
others  (a  dozen,  — irf  tha  Ob- 
server. 13,  said  the  Sunday 
Times;  gross  p^ggarationtt 
says  LaihonD  mcinding  fije 
next-door  Vale  of  York. 

The  world  aleo  su^ects  Nk 
T-amm^  got  EiBTro^de  after 
smoe  pressure  on  the  locals 
from  Central  Office,  whidi 
had  conriuded  it  was  better  to 
have  sudi  a high-profile  mal- 
content inside  the  tent  during 
file  election  pissing  out,  and 
not  outside  — perhaps  along- 
side fiolrigmith  — piBBirtg 
That  does  not  mean  Downing 
Street  is  desperate  to  have 
him  back  in  the  House  of 
Commons, 

But  Mr  Lamont  keeps  sey- 
ing  bow  he  loves  Hant^te, 
arid  bow  Willis’s  lot  are  ruin- 
ing It,  trying  to  put  a casino 
in  the  Ro^  Baths,  and  build- 
ing crummy  new  shopping 
centres  and  housing  estates. 
“We’re  losing  green  spaces 
and  just  becoming  a suburb  of 
Leeds.  Tm  Qie  green  candi- 
date here  against  the  Liber- 
als, whicb  tb^  don’t  like." 

‘There  are  two  main  strands 
to  file  Tory  minpaign  bere, 
says  Mr  Lmnont:  “Keep  Her- 
To^te  Independent  and  Keep 
Britain  Independent.”  The 
whole  of  Yorfcdilre,  he  be- 
lieves, is  Euro-sceptlcal. 
“Wen,"  I say,  “they're  tradi- 

The  Liberal 
Democrats  have  a 
stranglehold  on 
local  government. 
Their  candidate  is 
a sharp  and 
effective 
operator.  Mr 
Lament,  asa 
parachuted-in 
outsider,  is  the 
source  of 
inevitable 
resentment 


rtimaHy  sospicioDs  of  out- 
sldms."  “AlKolut^  right," 
hesuys. 

Which  brings  us  back  to  Mr 
lamont’s  difficulty.  He  caot 
compete  with  Mr  WBUs  in  Ee- 
ba-gtunmery,  a point  he  un- 
wittingly makes  himself 
when  he  announces  gnuid 
committees  ctf  metropblxtan 
nonveau  Tory  Lords,  like  Pa- 
lumbo and  Archer,  who  are 
going  to  give  him  advice 
about  Harrogate.  This  sort  at 
thing  usually  gets  up  York- 
shire noses.  A campaign  tiiat 
starts  like  tiiis  could  he  an 
utter  humiliation,  whicb 
makes  one  vmnder  why  Mr 
lamont  has  left  himself  open 
to  the  possibility.  “1  wanted  to 
dioose  tiie  timing  of  my  exit, 
not  let  tiie  world  dictate  it” 

He  is  certainly  at  least  SO- 
SO. The  Lib  Dem  «wip»ign 


may  be  tine  for  a council  or  a 
bydectloD  but  is  insufficient 
to  shift  enou^  votes  in  the 
big  time.  It  will  aH  hinge  on 
tiie  extent  to  whidi  Mr  Willis 

ran  matnhiin  hia  inirtnwbted 

early  momentum.  ‘Ihere  may 
be  limits  to  that 
A man  called  Frank 


Bestwick,  who  runs  a picture 
diop  in  the  town  centre,  told 
me  how  he  still  regulariy  gets 
requests  to  frame  photos  cf 
Mmgaret  Thatcher,  but  has 
nevOT  yte  been  asked  to  do  a 
John  Major  — ^ ot  a Norman 
Lamont 

Mr  Bestwick  Is  a Guardian 
reader,  and  a Labour  votOT. 
Tm  sorry,  Pm  not  going  to 
vote  Liberal  Democrat  I cant 
stand  Faddy  Adidown.  Jt  I 
wake  lip  on  May  2 and  La- 
moof  B won  by  one  vote,  and 
Major’s  got  In  by  one  I 
shall  fod  sndi  an  arsebde.  I 
know  it’s  illogical,  but  that’s 
tbewaylQtink.’’ 

Aetudly,  if  the  anti-TOries 
of  Ham^ate  and  Knaresboiv 
ongb  want  to  be  really  s^dils- 
ticated  and  MachiavdUan.tb- 
ere  is  another  way  of  looking 
at  it  They  should  vote  for 
Lamont  oti  the  grounds  that 
be  wfil  be  a magnificentiy 
combustible  element  in  what- 
ever eq^osive  mix  is  left  of 
the  parliamentaiy  Conserva- 
tive Party  after  the  election, 
kfeybe  that  should  be  his  slo- 
gan: “REAUjY  irritate  Major. 
Vote  Lamont" 


THE  BOOK  THAT  JOHN, 
MDOV,  AND  TONY 
WOULD  KILL  FOR 

Fm  next  Sunday  ivith  the  Obseiw 
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Privatisation  on  parade 

Behind  Mr  Blair’s  rhetoric  is  a subtle  policy  shift 


TONY  BLAIR  has  always  rightly  ar- 
gued that  the  extent  of  public  owner- 
ship should  not  be  the  litmus  test  either 
of  socialist  values  or  of  the  effectiveness 
of  a government  of  what  be  now 
diooses  to  call  the  radical  centre.  That 
was  what  the  rewriting  of  Clause  4 was 
all  about  and  it  was  an  absolutely 
necessary  modernisation.  Nevertheless. 
Mr  Blair’s  more  pragmatic  vision  of  the 
public-private  ownership  mix  always 
allowed  an  important  and  Intimate 
role  for  public  ownership.  Back  in  1994, 
in  his  first  speech  as  leader  to  a Labour 
party  conference,  he  drew  a clear  line 
around  what  he  called  “the  public  ser- 
vices we  provide  together  to  improve 
the  quality  of  opportunity  for  each  of 
us”.  These  services,  which  “cannot  be 
left  to  the  markets,  included  education, 
the  health  service,  the  armed  forces  and 
the  police,  as  well  as  the  railways  (fiien 
still  nationalised)  and  the  post  office 
(then  as  now  a candidate  for  a future 
Tory  privatisation).  “These  are  public 
services.”  declared  Mr  Blair,  “they 
should  be  run  for  the  public,  and  they 
should  stay  in  public  ownership  fbr  the 
people  of  this  country.” 

In  his  City  of  London  lecture  on 
Monday  Mr  Blair  seemed  to  confirm  a 
rather  different  emphasis  in  his  assess- 
ment of  the  public/private  divide.  We 
are  not  in  the  business  of  reversi^ 
Conservative  privatisations,  he  said. 
But  then  he  went  ftirther,  confirming 
ffiat  Labour  will  conduct  a national 
inventory  of  public  assets,  partly  with  a 
view  to  assessii^  what  can  sensibly  be 
sold  off.  “Where  there  is  no  overriding 
reason  for  preferring  the  public  provi- 
sion of  goods  and  services,  pa^culaiiy 
where  foose  services  operate  in  a com- 
petitive market,  then  ffie  presumption 
should  be  that  economic  activity  is  best 
left  to  the  private  sector.”  There  should 
be  no  dogmatic  belief  that  the  private 
sector  should  do  everything,  he  contin- 
ued. nor  that  the  public  sector  should 


do  everything  either.  “It  is  the  public 
interest  that  is  important  What  counts 
is  what  works.” 

Monday’s  speech  embodied  a recent 
shift  of  emphasis  in  Mr  Blair’s  ap- 
proach. It  is  subtle  rath»:  than  crude, 
but  it  is  Important  and  it  needs  to  he 
properly  debated  — as  much  for  his 
sake  as  for  ours  — before  it  moves  on 
irrevocably.  Beneath  the  apparently 
even-hand^  condemnation  of  public  or 
private  sector  dogma,  Mr  Blair  appe^ 
to  be  signalling  a geam:al  presumption 
in  favour  of  private  ownership  except 
where  competitive  conditions  make  it 
unrealistic  or,  though  this  is  no  lon^r 
speHled  out  cl^ly,  where  some  version 
of  the  public  interest  dictates  it 

Mr  Blair  would  like  to  have  us  be- 
lieve that  this  constitutes  part  of  a 
“third  wasr”  between  state  controlled 
command  *vy>nnTniPs  and  feire 

capitalism.  But  it  is  not  so  obvious  as  it 
ou^t  to  he  that  this  “third  way”  is 
quite  as  pra^natic  and  as  ideologically 
indifferent  as  the  Labour  leader  pre- 
tends. Can  Mr  Blair,  for  example,  say 
wheffier  drcumstances  exist  in  which 
the  state  might  actually  nationalise  any 
part  ci  the  e<X)nomy  at  all?  Are  thezo 
peacetime  conditions  of  any  kind  in 
which  public  ovmership  — as  opposed 
to  the  continuation  of  the  extsti^  ones 
bequeathed  by  the  Conservatives  — 
could  a necessary  expression  of  that 
public  interest  whi<fo  he  extols?  A genu- 
inely undogmatic  approach  would 
allow  this  possibility,  and  would  be 
unafiraid  — aa  20th  century  govern- 
ments of  all  parties  were  before  the 
onset  of  Thatcherism  — to  nationalise 
where  necessary.  The  problem  with 
what  Mr  Blair  is  saying  is  that,  unince 
‘moet  previous  potential  prime  minis- 
ters before  1979,  he  seems  unwiQjng  and 
afraid  even  to  contemplate  nationalisa- 
tion where  it  might  be  goiuindy  neces- 
sary in  the  public  interest  The  world 
may  have  moved  on,  hut  not  that  far. 


How  to  cut  unemployment 

The  churches  show  it  can  be  done;  if  only  we  foot  the  bill 


UNEMPLOYMENT  is  morally  unac- 
ceptable yet  economically  curable. 
That’s  the  bold  messa^  of  yesterday’s 
highly  relevant  report  by  an  unusual 
partnership  of  all  the  main  churdies  in 
Britain  and  Irdand.  They  ri^tiy  de- 
cided to  publish  in  the  i^dle  of  the 
election  campaign  not  because  it  is  a 
party-political  document  (its  language 
is  more  biblical  than  political)  but  be- 
cause it  shames  us  into  addressing  the 
problem  ducked  by  the  two  Tnain  politi- 
cal parties;  that  it  is  within  our  power 
to  heal  the  “running  sores”  of  unem- 
ployment if  only  better-off  members  of 
the  community  are  prepared  to 
shoulder  the  costs.  Some  of  the 
churches’  solutions,  like  a minimum 
wage,  jobs  for  foe  long-term  unem- 
ployed and  increased  skills  for  foe 
young  are  already  part  of  Labour’s 
manifesto:  but  two  initiatives  are  not 
The  first  is  a radical,  self-financing, 
plan  to  boost  employment  in  the  private 
sector  by  switching  the  burden  tax- 
ation from  compani^  to  consumers 
(particularly  richer  ones)  to  make  it 
cheaper  for  firms  to  take  on  new  people. 
'The  second,  as  controversial  as  it  is 
unfashionable,  advocates  higher  *•««« 
to  boost  employment  in  the  public 
sector. 

This  is  not  a case  of  spending  for 
spending’s  sake.  It  is  because  the  most 
potent  potential  for  the  creation  of  real 
jobs  happens  to  be  in  the  public  sector 
because  that  is  where  expanding  sec- 
tors like  education,  health  and  comma- 
nity  care  happen  to  be  located.  They  are 


all  labour-intensive  activities  and  if 
they  were  part  of  foe  private  sector 
(which  public  opinion  doesn't  favour) 
then  people  would  l^ppily  pay  more. 
But  because  they  are  in  foe  public 
sector  they  have  to  he  paid  for  collec- 
tively tbrou^  taxation.  The  trouble  is 
there  is  reluctance  among  some  taxpay- 
ers to  help  others,  a situation  which 
(the  r^rt  warns)  could  lead  to  a social 
crisis  in  parts  of  these  islands  between 
the  haves  and  foe  have-nots. 

Critics  win  dismiss  all  this  as  an  ill- 
conceived  attempt  to  turn  foe  clock 
hack  to  irrecoverable  1950s  levels  of 
unemployment  (2  per  cent  or  so)  as  if 
globalisation  and  foe  information  tedh- 
nology  revolution  hadn’t  happened.  In 
fitot  foe  report  is  in  no  way  a return  to 
Keynesian  expansionism.  It  rejects 
(rather  too  hastily)  the  proposition  that 
boosting  demand  could  stimulate  foe 
economy  and  reduce  unempLoyment 
without  generating  infiation.  Instead, 
its  proposals  are  replete  with  fiscal 
rectitude — everyfoing  must  be  paid  for 
foroi^h  higher  taxes.  Hiis  may  be 
Inevitable  when  fiscal  contraction  is 
needed  to  reduce  foe  Government’s 
debts  and  forstall  a damaging  increase 
in  interest  rates.  But,  wh^  ^ time  Is 
ripe,  the  Government  shouldn't  shlzk 
firom  ceOating  foe  economy  by  helping 
foe  poor  and  foe  unemployed.  This 
would,  at  little  risk  to  inflation,  redress 
foe  injustices  of  the  past  18  years  and 
start  to  rid  the  country  of  the  unaccept- 
able, and  uxmecessary,  aconite  of 
unemployment 


Red  meat  and  red  tape 

The  latest  Forsyth  saga  has  an  unexpected  ending 


AWAY  WITH  foe  fi’ee  market  Come  in 
r^ulatlon.  Let  protection  of  the  public 
interest  be  re-imposed.  No.  this  is  not  a 
forecast  of  the  first  week  of  a new 
Labour  administration  but  foe  late  con- 
version of  foe  current  Conservative 
government.  Even  more  ironically,  it  is 
a conversion  led  by  a free  market 
prophet  within  foe  cabinet.  Michael 
Fbrsyfo.  Yesterday,  he  signed  up  to  a 
detailed  regulatory  agenda,  which 
would  have  been  unthinicahi;*  just  a 
year  ago.  Suddenly,  after  years  of  min- 
isterial exhortations  on  foe  horrors  of 
bureaucratic  regulations  and  foe  need 
to  liberate  entrepreneurs,  red  tape  is 
back  in  feshion.  Local  butchers  are 
going  to  need  licences;  their  produce  is 
going  to  be  subject  to  detsdled  rules 
over  display,  handling  and  ston^e; 
their  staff  subject  to  mandatory  mini- 
mum training  standards.  The  cause  of 
the  new  red  tape  is  the  danigg^  wreaked 
by  foe  unr^ulated  sale  of  red  meat 


The  cause  of  the  Forsyth  conversion 
is  clear  enough:  foe  world's  biggest 
outbreak  of  £.coli  food  poisonii^  whicfo 
kiii^  21  people  in  Scotland  in  thrK 
months.  This  was  only  foe  latest  food 
scandal  in  a nation  which  has  moved 
Scorn  a larder  society  to  a micro-wave 
state  without  a decent  period  of  re^- 
gerated  chtinsation  to  teach  its  citizens 
basic  food  safety  rules.  Prof  Penning- 
ton’s final  58-page  report  is  filled  with 
detailed  recommendations  to  hdse  hy- 
giene standards  from  the  farm  to  the 
fork;  in  abattoirs,  butcher  shops  and 
foe  meat  processing  industry.  All  were 
accepted  by  Michael  For^rtb-  All  that 
was  missing  was  a readhiess  to  em- 
brace an  independent  food  safety 
^ency.  Mr  Forsyth  dedared  structure 
was  unimportant  He  could  not  be  more 
wrong.  Food  safety  must  be  taken  away 
team  departments  dominated  by  ferm- 
li^  interests  and  given  to  an  agency 
which  puts  consumers  first 


Letters  to  Uie  Editor 


Hanratty:  a 
point  of  law 

PAUL  Foot  should  state  his 
accurately  in  order  to 
framA  any  justifiable  criticism 
(Polities  keeps  the  ^ murder 
in  the  slow  lane,  April  7).  Re 
writes  that  the  Home  Secre- 
tary's power  to  refer  eases  to 
the  Appeal  Court  was  “intro- 
duced, to  toe  horror  of  the  jn- 
diciary,  by  a Lahmir  gervem- 
ment  in  1968.  drivisg 
force  behind  it  I eusfect,  was 
the  labour  government's  first 
Lord  Chancellor,  Gerald  Gar- 
diner, a radical  lawyer  with  a 
healtoy  snspickm  of  judges”. 
Nothing  could  be  further  firom 
toe  truth. 

The  power  to  reCer 
had  existed  since  the  incep- 
tion of  appaalc  nj 

1908.  Section  19,  Criimnal  Ap- 
peal Act  (1907)  was  noteto 
withont  comment,  by  the 
Inter-departmental  Committee 
on  the  Court  Of  Cnminal  Ap- 
peal. set  Up  by  the  outgoing 
Conservative  administration 
in  F^towuy  1964.  It  reported 
to  Wip  Labour  Lord  Chancellor 
(L(xd  GoidinerO  and  toe  Home 
Secretary  (Sir  FIrank  Soskice) 
in  December  1964.  ISie  prx^- 
sifln  in  toe  1968  Act  (Section 
17),  to  iriikto  Paul  Foot  al- 
ludes, was  a re-enactment  of 
toe  1907  provision. 

SirLoiUa  Blom-Cooper. 

2 Ripplevale  Grove. 

LandtmNl  IHU. 


In  tatters  in  Tatton 


That  it  may  be  within 
toe  power  of  John  M^or 
to  overrule  the  local  Tht- 
ton  conkttuency,  as  Vernon 
Bogdanor  alleges  fhi  want  of 
stain  remover,  .April  8),  Ig- 
nores a problem  of  more  fun- 
damental importance  for 
democratic  accountability 
and  consent.  It  is  also  trite  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Hamilton  to  lay 
fftahn  to  the  principle  of  inno- 
cence until  proven  guilty;  its 
operation  in  the  fidd  of  crimi- 
nal justice  is  totally  different. 

There  win  never  be  a fiiU 
“trial”  by  the  electors  of  Tat- 
ton  — this  is  the  purpose  of  a 
general  election.  Once 
returned  to  PBU'liamait.  there 
is  no  residual  power  in  elec- 
tors to  remove  a sitting  MP.  A 
possibility  of  de-selectlon 

may  arise  but  (mly 
at  local  par^  levd.  'Hiere  is 
QO  opportunity  for  toe  elector- 
ate as  a whole  In  odV  constitu- 
ent formally,  and  forcibly,  to 
revtdLB  their  mandate  at  any 
Httw»  within  toe  lift*  span  of 
parliament. 

This  ladE  of  a means  to  ez~ 
ercise  a degree  (ffaccountabfl- 
tty  Is  a point  that  those  who 
vote  for  the  Davids  McLean 
BXKi  Evans  may  also  IDce  to 
bear  In  mind  on  May  1. 

David  Mead. 

34  Forthbridge  Road, 

London  SWll  5NY. 


EMffHAT  is  an  “anti-conrup- 
Wlftion  candidate”?  Were 
not  the  prospective  Labour 
and  Liberal  Democrat  cand- 
idates in  Tatton  also  against 
corruption? 

Before  voting  for  him,  per- 
haps toe  voters  of  Tatton 
might  wish  to  hear  how,  if 
dected,  Mr  would  vote  on 
Issues  such  as  education,  tax. 
Europe,  the  constitution,  de- 
fence, et&  Is  It  really  enough 
to  r^  upon  not  being  Mr 
Hamilton? 

Harvey  J Tbppy. 

17b  John  Spencer  Square. 
London  N1 212. 

Let  me  see  if  Pve  got  this 
right  The  Labour  Party  is 
expelling  Labour  members 
who  are  urging  tactical  vot- 
ing for  Liberal  Democrats  in 
toe  souto-oast  Yet  the  Labour 
Party  is  itself  standing  down 
its  own  candidate  in  favour  of 
a non-political  TV  Journalist 
John  Nicholson. 

58  Langdale  Road, 

Manchester. 

IT  is  surely  time  toat‘tol 
media  perndt  toe  case  in 
fevour  of  coTTuptlcnD.'  Tliere 
must  be  a significant  number 
of  people  em^oyed  in  the  cor- 
ruption industcy,  at  least  one 
pctotical  party  appears  to  de- 
rive a signifkant  part  of  its 


finance  from  corruption,  and 
it  may  even  be  toat  corruption 
contributes  to  the  nation's  bal- 
ance of  payments. 

JnUan  Davey. 

S4  Malvern  Road, 

Cherry  Hinton,  Cambs  CBl  4LD. 

IMffHAT  a day  in  prditics; 
VW  Martin  Bdl's  white  suit 
and  'Tony  Blair's  white  flag. 
Brian  BethelL 
3 Cherry  Drive, 

Canterbury.  . 

Kent  CT2  SHF. 

IT'S  not  fair  ^ why  cant  we 
in  Sisfibik  have  the  aasoe?  1 
want  Sue  McGregor  for  Dick 
Sprigs  seat  at  Bury  St  Ed- 
munds and  Nick  Clarke  for 
Tim  Yeo's  South  Su&blk. 
Martin  Ward. 

Willow  House.  Fen  Lane. 
Thelnetham.  Suffolk. 

I CANT  help  thinking  that 
Steoe  Bell  would  have  been 
an  even  more  stimulating  can- 
didate for  Mr  Hamilton’s 
oonstituency. 

Maurice  George. 

26  Yew  Tim  Road,  • 
Onnaltitk.  Lancs  L39 INU. 

lAffHEN  does  Mrs  Hamilton 
wW  intend  to  resign? 

Mavis  Dickenson. 

26  Laidon  Avenue. 

Crewe,  Cheshire  CW2  6RU. 


Scotland’s  great  debate 


The  possibility  of  a tartan 
tax  In  Scotland  (Quite 
amply  independuit  April  7) 
oi^lht  to  be  grasped  as  an  op- 
portnnity  to  put  taxation  on  a 
sounder  tewis.  Tax  avoidance 
through  cross-border  and 
mail-order  shopping  would 
rule  out  any  form  of  sales 
taxes,  anri  a di&rentlal  in- 
conm  tax  is  equally  problem- 
atic, since  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  prevent  avoidance  by, 
for  instance,  toe  adoption  of 
addresses  of  convenience  on 
the  other  side  of  the  border. 

So  toe  tartan  tax  should 
take  the  form  of  some  kind  of 
property  tax.  for  example,  a 
tax  on  land  values.  This  could 
not  be  avoided  or  eveded.  be- 
cause land  is  visible,  fixed 
and  cannot  be  removed  to  a 
tax  haven. 

It  could  well  be  that  this 
idea  would  find  widespread 
support  In  Scotland.  Land 
ownership  is  more  of  an  issue 
there  than  In  toe  rest  aS  Brit- 
ain, because  a gwmn  aumber 
of  abeutee  landlords  own 
vast  tracts  of  toe  couniry.  At 
preseit,  this  land  is  not  taxed 
as  such  because  it  Is  classified 
as  agricultural  and  exempt 
firomliaainess  rates.  So,  apart 
from  any  queetians  of  social 
justice,  land  value  in  Scotland 
represents  taiahlB  capacity 
which  has  never  been  tapped 
as  a source  of  public  revenue 
What  is  more,  a significant 
proportion  toat  land  rental 
Income  te  ramttted  abroad, 
beyond  toe  reach  iff  any  UK 
tax  legislation. 

Btanry  Law. 

LandValua 

TaTaHni^  raTripaign 

19  Quean'a  Gardens, 
Brl^tooBNldAR. 


For  Hugo  Young  to  con- 
tmoe  to  speak  of  Tony 
Blair  having  made  a gaffe 
when  he  was  in  Scotiand  on 
April  4 is  simply  to  repM  toe 
tabloid-speak  of  politicians 
and  joonialisfs  whose  pri- 
mary intmrest  lies  in  misrep- 
resmiting  the  Labour  Party. 

What  Tony  Blair  was  say- 
ing was  that  whatever  the 
policy  of  toe  Labour  Party, 
decisions  will  be  made  I7 
peoide  in  Scotland  through 
the  Scottish  parliament, 
which  Z^bour  vHR  introduce 
in  accordance  with  toe  ex- 
pressed wish  of  people  in 
Scotland  in  a referendum.  In 
other  words,  it  is  up  to  us.  I 
call  toat  democracy. 

May  Ferguson. 

16  Atbole  Gardens, 

Glasgow  G12  9BA. 

Hugo  Young  spoils  an 
otherwise  intelligent 
artlde  by  accusing  Alex  Sal- 
mond  of  ‘^racial  discrixoina- 
tion”.  For  Salmond  to  pose  as 
the  Iwir  of  John  fonith,  on  the 
grounds  that  he,  imlike  Blair, 
is  a member  of  tbe  Scottish 
(as  wbH  as  the  British)  politi- 
cal culture,  may  be  a ’Srile”; 
it  may  be  a "sophism”;  it  is 
not  "racial”. 

Possibly  the  best  way  to  tell 
whether  politicians  or  com- 
mentators are  politically 
English  rather  Qian  'Scots  is 
simply  to  ask  whetoer  Qiey 

nndwratarirt  tha  riigrinrHnn  ha. 

tween  nationalism  and  rac- 
ism, which  the  SNP,  among 
others,  has  hdped  to  establish 
In  Scotland. 

Dave  Pcitebazd. 

7 Lovadale  (Crescent, ' 

Bslemo.  

Edinburg  EH14  7DP. 


Freedom  begins  at  Tooting 


Dan  Glalster  (Acting  tbe 
part,  ^ril  7)  dissolves 
Into  giggles  at  toe  thought  of 
a police  state.  He  mentions 
nothing  that  the  Charter  for 
Basic  Ri^xts  stands  for  except 
oar  call  for  the  release  of 
political  prisoners,  wUch  he 
takee  to  be  a ji^  for 
fools. 

The  charter’s  aim  is  to 
repeal  toe  Police  Act,  the 
Criminal  Justice  Act,  the 
Criminal  Procedure  and  In- 
vestigations Act,  aH  the  anti- 
trade union  laws,  and  Pre- 
vwztom  Iff  Terrorism.  Act  We 
call  the  release  of  Apolit- 
ical prteoners  In  Ireland  and 
Britain,  republican  and  loyal- 
ist, andfbr  nnconditional.  all- 
party negotiations  for  a politi- 


cal solutiem  to  toe  war.  Collec- 
tive^, tbe  laws  which  we 
seek  to  repeal  provide  Qie  ap- 
paratus for  a police  state. 

We  are  putting  up  a candi- 
date, Jan  Eoene,  in  one  con- 
^taency.  Tooting,  but  our  de- 
mands are  addressed  to  all 
in  aD.  constitum- 
cies.  Eleaze  has  been  a god- 
send for  New  Labour,  and  for 
tbe  Guardian;  it  has  diverted 
attention  from  tbe  odlusion 
between  both  major  parties  in 
tbe  destruction  of  democratic 
rights. 

Gorin  Bedgrare. 

Vanessa  Redgrave. 
JanSoene. 

Charter  for  Basic  Ri^xts, 

112  Upper  Tooting  Road, 
London  $W17. 


You  make  me  feel  so  old 


Linda  Grant's  grief  at  tbe 
phenomenon  of  ageing 
(Wtl  you  stin  need  me?,  April 
8)  carries  its  own  cause  and  its 
own  cure. 

The  cause  is  an  over-eager- 
ness to  conform.  AU  the  60s’ 
mu^  Qie  hairdressers  and 
photographers,  tbe  doty  birds 
— all  Qie  superficial  of 
self-conscious  vanity  — seem 
to  have  persuaded  her  that 
this  was  what  life  was  about 
Palling  for  this  onslaught 
means  handing  over  a propor- 
tion eff  your  true  self — whidi 
means  that  you  don't  have  it 
when  tbe  Hwiw  comes  to  look 
at  things  more  clearly. 

Nonconformity  to  toese  sil- 
lier trends  is  tbe  cure  to  the 
problem.  There  are  many  who 


went  through  toe  60s.  70s  and 
80s  indififerent  to  tlte  ckunour 
and  hype,  fimn  tbe  BeaQes  to 
Thatcher,  or  at  least  stayed 
wdl  this  side  of  adulation,  and 
are  tod^  pleased  to  be  older, 
wiser,  calmer  and  h^pier. 

We  should  not  want  to  be 
younger  than  we  are.  We 
should  want  to  be  older.  Only 
if  we  cultivate  Qiat  is  life  a 
blessing  and  a frUfilment  and 
not  a curse. 
lanFUntoEL 
22  Cbaldon  Road. 

London  SW67NJ. 


Horse  whisper 

I WONDER  if  horse  trainer 
Jenny  Pitman  is  thin  icing  of 
joining  an  animal  rights 
movement  (fotan  a hoax  to 
naked  rage,  April  7).  On  Satui> 
day,  haring  tearfully  jumped 
to  a wrong  conclusim  about 
those  responsible  for  tbe  Ain- 
tree  bomb  scare  (“How  can 
tb^  say  toey  care  about  ani- 
malsT’O,  It  was  only  two  days 
brtbre  one  of  her  own  horses. 
Smith's  Band,  died  in  toe 
Grand  National.  A second 
horse  was  also  “sadly  a 
fetaUty". 

Does  Jenny  Pitman  stiH 
fhiwir  it  right  to  put  magnifi- 
cent animfllfi  throufiSl  this  ex- 
treme- race  singly,  so  Qiat  a 
select  group  w^  appalling 
dress  sense  can  make  a profit? 

MUfoMpalriti 

111  EEfra  Road, 

London  SW19  8PS. 

WOULD  someone  explain 
what  the  term  "r^cal 
coitie”  — as  used  by  Tony 
Blair  — means?-  To  quote 
George  Orwell:  “If  tooi^t 
corrupts  language,  language 
can  also  corrupt  toou^f ’■ 
Geoi^  Kerevau. 

6 Noito  Chariotte  Street, 

Brtlnhurgh- 


We  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  e-mail  address  is 
supplied;  please  include  a 
pMtaJ  address.  Shorter  letters 
are  more  likely  to  appear 
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Capital  gains 
for  Mr  Blair 

Labour  ministers  casting 
about  for  cash  (Blair  opts 
for  ‘third  way’,  April  8)  need 
look  no  further  than  their 
own  cffQces.  The  Government 
owns  some  of  the  most  valu- 
able land  and  buildings  in 
centr^  London.  Developers 
could  turn  the  Treasury  into 
a shopping  mail.  The  Fmlgn 
Office  could  be  redev^ped  as 
luxury  fiats.  The  Ministry  of 
Defence  occupies  a prime  lo- 
cation for  a riverside  hotel. 
Civil  servants  could  move 
into  the  man>‘  empty  offices 
in  Greater  Lnndon.  Such  a 
prLvatisatitm  would  raUse  rev- 
enue. cut  government  run- 
ning costs,  help  revitalise 
other  parts  of  London  and 
reduce  the  commuting  bur- 
den for  civil  servants. 

Would  this  not  be  a better 
“toe  in  the  water”  of  privati- 
sation than  the  risky  business 
of  selling  off  responsibility'  for 
safety  In  our  skUte? 

Steve  Richards. 

6 Algiers  Road. 

London  SE13. 

YGfr  state  that  Tony  Blair 
has  agreed  to  attend  a 
special  EU  summit  three 
weeks  after  the  eleaion  if 
Labour  wins  (Blair  accepts 
seat  at  EU  treaty  talks.  April 
B).  That  is  wrong.  The  Labour 
Party*  specifically  rejected  the 
idea  of  a special  summit.  It 
was  only  put  to  us  after  tbe 
current  British  government 
entered  negotiations  with  the 
Dutch  presidency  on  a date 
for  such  a summit,  and  we 
rejected  it 
Alastair  Campbell. 

Press  Secretary  to  Touy  Blair. 
House  of  Commons, 

London  SWIAOAA. 

Screen  break 

W STEPHEN  GUbert's  toe- 
sis  that  a theatrical 

background  is  a hanriinap 

when  it  comes  to  malting 
movies  (Provocations,  April 
5)  doesn’t  hold  water.  Here  Is 
a quick  list  of  film  directors 
who  started  out  in  theatre: 
Orson  Welles,  Nidiolas  l^y, 
Elia  Kazan,  Joseph  Losey. 
Douglas  Sirk,  Rouben 
Mamoullan,  Sam  Peckinpah 
Ingmar  Bergman,  Patrice 
ChereaiL 

The  British  group  would  In- 
clude Tony  Richardson, 
Stephen  Frears.  Jon  Amiel, 
Antonia  Bird,  Nancy 
Meckler.  Hetty  Macdonald, 
Jonathan  Lyun,  Danny  Boyle, 
Nicholas  Hytner.  Kenneth 
Branagh  and,  of  course, 
Anthony  Min^ella.  Some 
handicap. 

John  Burgess. 

103  Brooke  Rosid, 

London  NI6  7RJ. 


CASTLBRIGG,  CUMBRIA: 
Rain.  A fresh.  geuQe  but  insis-' 
tent  rain  — somewhere  be- 
tween a pour  and  a drizzle  — 
sweeps  down  the  moun- 
tains. Only  half  seen  throu^ 
mist,  the  high  peaks  of  Skid- 
daw.  Saddlebag  Great  Dodd, 
and  GrassmocH*,  with  the  hiiia 
(ff  ThOintowaite  and  STfi«yiaw 
Forests,  Clough  Read  and  Der- 
went Fells  hehtnd  them,  wrap 
around  the  horizon.  Rnnipiari 
within  this  part  of  Cumbria  is 
toe  lake  of  Derwentwater,  the 
town  of  Keswick  and  the  val- 
ley routes  of  rivers  and  roads. 

But  at  its  heart  is  an  ancient 
stone  cirele,  Castlerigg,  one  eff 
the  most  impressive  mega- 
litbic  rings  in  northern  Eng- 
land. What  is  it  about  these 
ancient  places  which  retain 
their  saeredness  in  the  pres- 
ent day?  Perhaps  part  cf  toe 
answer  lies  in  tbe  st^  cir^ 
cles’  alignment.  Each  and 
every  stone  is  migmgtir  and 

seems  to  pulse  with  maaning 

It  Is  supposed  that  the  circle  is 
eligned  astronomically  to  co- 
incide with  star  constellations 
and  the  position  of  the  sun 
the  moon  at  important 
times  of  the  year  — such  as 


toe  vernal  and  anhimn  eq 
nox.  This  would  have  p 
vided  a link  between  I 
earth-bound  lives  of  neolitl 
people  woridiig  the  land  a 
the  cosmos.  As  well  as  for 
ing  an  observatory,  the  cir 
unifies  the  featuiW  of  I 
^dscape  in  a single  place, 
becomes  a place  of  mountaJ 
and  stars,  earth  and  space. 

Here  at  Castlerigg  on 
iRiny  day,  all  toe  physical  d 
initioH  of  the  landscape  is  1 
scured  by  mist  and  our  h 
torical  links  wlto  the  dists 
past  are  shrouded  lo  mystei 
Up  in-  the  fells  tbe  wntorfa 
siu^  over  rocks,  ephemei 
spring  wildflowers  pu. 
through  scree,  waves  of  cIo 
break  against  tbe  peaks. 

These  ancient  stone 
crusted  in  wonderful  lichei 
seem  to  mirror  all  this.  U 
mountains  in  themselvi 
They  stand  with  a stubbM 
ness  which  defies  our  fleet! 
notions  of  time  but  wito 
U^uness  of  half-heard  bi 
«>DS  or  a flock  rf  roolca  aUgi 
ing  on  a grassy  mound  In 
momentary  gathering  of  da 
wings. 

PAUL  EVAl 


?en  breai 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


Given  a cboice  be- 
tween  the  media  and 
the  Cbnrch  as  actiTO 
intruders  Into  the 
pdAlcal  market-idace,  I vote 
Church.  It  would  bacve  bem 
better  if  a dergyman  rather 
than  a journalist  had  put 
himsdf  forward  as  the  anti- 
corruption  candidate  in  Tat- 
too. Fine  reporter  though 
Martin  Bdl  is,  be 
the  paianola  that  many  poli- 
ticians, for  beyond  boioi^ois 
Cheshire,  feel  towards  the 
media.  As  a politician  be  oon- 
fiises  borderlines  and  mud- 
dies the  BBC.  The  "media 
candidate”  is  an  ahuming  ar- 
tefact: an  invention,  but  a po- 
tent one.  How  much  less  com- 
plicated to  have  fotmd  a 
preadiier  to  do  the  job.  Such  a 
person,'  however,  wocdd  have 
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Matthew  Norman 


I None  irf^the  more  exhila- 
rating developments  in 
the  modern  histmry  of 
prophylactics,  the  condom 
makerDurexhasanewccm- 
ccpt>  To  Introduce  ns  to 
"Zras  specUc  packaging”, 
thecoimpanytadcesaftUl- 
page  advert  In  tike  medical 
press.  Ihere  is  mudbi  to  ad- 
mire here,  not  least  the 
"slim,  pocket  sized  flow- 
wrap  padks  that  can  be  car^ 
ried  around  discreetly  **  (ae 
iVPMed  to  the  old  boxes, 
which  men  pzaferred  to 
wear  strayed  to  fine- 

heads);  but  the  is  partio- 

nlarly  cai4ht  by  the  last 
paragraph.  **Select  snb- 
brand,**  says  the  blurb, 
"split  into  two  versions — 
Select  Minty  and  Select 
Fkulty — In  direct  response 
to  requests  from  heaUhcaie 
profiemtonals**.  ignoring 
thedhaimlngnoveltyofa 
condom  that  sells  Itself  on 
its  ability  to  split  in  two. 
this  Is  most  confiising:  ex- 
actly why  are  **healihcare 

professionals**  homharatug 

Dorex  witib  flaronr  de- 
mands? Jane  at  the  Durex 
PR  company  promises  to  in- 
vestigate andweUAonr 
lips  In  anticipation. 

WITH  each  hour  that 
passes,  the  Reforen- 
dnmPar^pnts 
more  distance  between  it- 
self and  a r^mtattonfin: 
amateurlslinMS.  Hie  HP  has 
just  put  oat  a highly  profos- 
sionid  leaflet  inviting 
peopte  to  vote  fbr  Sir  Alan 
Walters,  **thePro9eGtive  ' 
Farlimentary  [sic]  Candi- 
date in  The  Ciiy  & Westmin- 
ster**. The  8eat*8  correct 
name  is,  in  fhct.  Cities  of 
London  and  Westminster, 
but  an  esceUodt  stab  for  all 

ttUft. 

CHRZSJB^rr  writes 
fixim  London  enclos- 
ing a newspaper 
report  he  read  recmitly  on 
holiday  in  New  Zealand.  It 
concerns  the  three-man  golf 
team  which  represented  the 
country  tu  a j>n>am  team 
tournament  in  Spain.  Play- 
ingin  the  Diners  Club  Inter- 
national, at  La  Manga,  was 
"better  than  winning 
Lotto”,  says  a certolq  Blair 
Major.  Any  reader  with  in- 
formation about  this  splen- 
didly named  golfor  is  in- 
vitedtocaU. 

IN  the  Daily  Telegraph, 
sane  and  rational  Paul 
Johnson,  "Ronald 
Reagan'S  favourite  histo- 
rian” (after  Ladybird,  of 
course),  has  advice  tbrfhe 
electors  of  Tatton.  To  vote 
fbr  Martin  Bell,  wiitesthe 
sage,  is  "to  vote  Ibr  the 
media  asawhole . . .fbrtite 
Sun  and  the  News  ofthe 
World . . .fbrBupeitMlUV 
doch  and  everything  he 
standsfor . . .fbrChannel4 
boss  bficliael  Gbnde— Brit- 
ain's ponM^rapher-in- 
chieT  ...  for  the  shameless 
privacy  invaders  who 
bonght  and  pablished  tapes 
of  private  phone  caUs  of 
Charles  and  Diana” — well. 

I think  we  get  the  gist.  Bless 
his  stout  heart,  what  wonld 
lifb  be  like  witiioiit  him? 

THISpaper*srecmktre- 
cordln  reading  Bcono- 
mist  essays  may  be  im- 
perfbct,  bat  that  doesn't 
mean  we  ignore  its  film  Gov^ 
erage.  Partteidarly  intrigu- 
ing lately  was  the  MarOb  22 
report  on  I1ieDevi2*s  Own, 
staningBcad  Pitt  and  Bar^ 
rison  Ford,  which  was  de- 
scribed as  "sufliolng”  at 
the  box  office.  The  titan  in 
foct  opened  in  the  US  on 
March  26.  and  has  done 
good  business  since.  Hats 
off,Scottomistl 
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had  one**  problem.  If.he 
strayed  be^d  sleaze,  and 
supported  the  thrust  of  ye^ 
terday's  report  by  the 
churches  on  Tmamjlnympnt, 
he  might  have  found  it  diffi- 
'caltto  enliet  tiie  ftill-hearted 
baeW"g  of  both  the  parties 
that  have  attempted  thiA  cov^ 
against  Neil  Ifomilton. 

The  rQ)ort  is  not  so  much  a 
statement  of  hostility  to  the 
Govenimenifs  record  as  ' a 
crltlQne  of  all  party  politi- 
cians. Zfs  the  voice  of  opposi- 
tion to  an  etiios,  not  Just  of 
disagreement  with  a bud^ 
Ihbu^  John  Major  hnniedi- 
ately  criticised  it.  his  tore 
was  different  from  the 
Thatcher  diatribes  in 
when  an  earlier  r^mrt,  FatQi 
In  Hie  C^.  rMTHP  oQt  to  a 
bhcaus  of  indignation  againaf- 
such  a blatant  piece  of 
Labour  , propaganda.  No  one 
would  say  that  now.  Hie 
report  is  for  too  xadicdL  It 
foretells  where  the  most 
effective  challenge  to  the 
Blata  government  is  likely  to 
come  flrom:  not  fttxn  u^ 
wardly  mohQe  labour  MPs, 
but  'ftmn  the  to  whirik 
more  the  fttiure  cabinet  — 
eyes  dosed,  hands  together- 
have  pledged  their  allegiance 


than  in  any  leemit  govem- 
rnem 

The  Tory  lespoQse  was  pre- 
dietabtek  axid  not  unrmson- 
aute.  Tories  do  not  pretend  to 
live  in  the  same  world  as  This 
kind  of  (Church  statement, 
and  believe  they’ve  «wnpn^ 
a decent  record  <m  nnemploy- 
ment  by  Fleeting  the  meth- 
ods the  Churrii  advances. 
The  Lib  Dems  come  closest  to 

the  mark,,  with  their  promise 
to  put  up  taxes,  the  sin^ 
most  popular  pdli^  in  all 
manifiestos  as  tested  by  cmin- 
ion  polls.  Hie  most  tAinwg 
reactioa  is  Labour’s,  for  this 
defines  foe  moral  boundaries 
of  the  worid  that  is 

nponus. 

Gordon  Brown  yesterday 
rushed  to  welcome  foe  report 
He  said  its  concern  about  un- 
employment tocactly  mir- 
rored own.  Ete  was  giqd  to 
incorporate  foe  churches  into 
Labr^]r*s  own  unempkq^ent 
project.  The  Labour  dis- 
course, indeed,  is 
choked  vrlfo  foe  names  of  voit 
untary  do-gooders  every 
description  who  are  now 
sigrked  up.  With  Harriet  Har^ 
man  sitting  beside  Brown 
and  burhUng  keenly  about 
Hide’  Club  and  foe  Intem^ 


you  folt  the  royal  - fomily- 
couldn’t  be  for  behind.. . 

In  a narrow  amaf*,  Labour’S 
claim  for  its^  is  Justified,  it 
has  tike  most  iznaglhative 
plan  to  tackle  youth  unem- 
ploymeuL  Hiere’s  a question, 
ab(^  what  the  wind- 

foil  levy  win  raise,  but  the 
wdforeto-woik  commitmeiit- 
is  serious  and  centiaL 

If  ^000  people  • can  be 
moved  into  petiBanent  work 
in  this  way,  foe  new  govern- 
ment will  have  ‘made'a  big 
impresslca  -cin  the  soriatse- 
curity  budget,  and  "on  the 
wasted  resources  that  tinem- 
'Ployment  represents.  Church-' 
men  as  wdl  as  eamomlsts 
would  take  notice. 

There  are.  however, 
to  foe  congruence.  It's  ai^ar- 
mt  fium  most  of  what  Lkdiour  ■ 
says  that  the  party’s  interest 
is  primarily  in  public  spend- 
ing end-  foe  gross  domestic 
product  It  wants  people  (tf 
the  drie  for  what  foi^.can 
contribute  to  tike  GDPia  per^ 
focQy  acceptable  objective, 
but  a smaller  me  the 
churches’.  It  is  hot,  for  esan^ 
pie,  certain  that  any  saving 
in  public  spmuUi^  thus  ob- 
tained wonld  go  towards  the 
inqirovement  of  public  .ser^ 
vdees,  rather  thaw  foe  reduc- 
tkm  of  taxation.  The  distance 
between  Church  and  Party 
b^ins  to  widen. 

It  goes  further.  New  Labour 
eschews  all  expression  of 
sympathy  fte:  tha  poor,  in 
Savour  ofthe  brisk  creation  of 
opportunities  for  the  poor  to 
hirip  flaemsrives.  The  "foel- 
ing”  side  of  Labour  politics 
seems  to  be  obliterated,  as  an 
unwanted  zhiic  of  the  dd 
r^hne.  Beggars  are  to  be 
shown  a clean  pair  of  heels, 
and  eipresslozs  of . simple 


outrage  at  foe  inequities  and 
•wretchedness  that  afOict  sig- 
nificant sections  of  the 
country  must  be  strictly  lim- 
ited. Thoi^  it  is  net  without 
piATw  to  r^uee  foeir  number, 
LEfoour  does  nirt  want  to  be 
•osseetoted.wifo  foe  pow,  stin 
less  with  foe  **i»*i*^  surround- 
ing foeli'  problem:  tiie  "ava- 
rice” and  "greed”  the 
churches  trenchant^  attack, 
the  higher  taxation  they 
fkvour. 

This  analysis  makes 
New  Labour  uncom- 
fortable. Even  as  he 
selectively  .^listed 
Church  support,  Gdrdon 
Brown  vtas  avoiding  two 
qnestlozis.  Asked  by  John 
Sargeant  whether  ha  ooitid 
guarantee  that  alter  five 
years,  the  gap  between  the 
rich  and  foe  pom*  would  have 
narrowed,  he  could  not  bring- 
himself  to  make  such  a 
promise  about  specific  in- 
equality, resorting  instead  to 
a saftr,  softer  versfon:  *T  am 
coatidokt  we  can  make  a 
huge  iiwpaftt  On  the  Inequal- 
ities in  our  society."  Pursoed 
by  Elinor  Goodman,  who 
ggiftwi  whether  in  five  years 
be  would  at  least  hoj^  to 
have  created  a society  In 
which  people  were- pfi9ored 
to  pay  more  tax,  he  headed 
fost  for  foe  -unwinii^  to 
emioede  that  evmi  that  should 
be  part  of  Labour’s  purpose. 

These  two  entities,  Chuith 
and  Pa:^,  now  exist  in  di£tei> 
ent  universes.  Hie  chmtbes 
dedare  for  the  mural  pri- 
macy of  the  have-nots. 

The  party  speaks  for  the 
haves,  actual  and  potentiaL  it 
is  not  an-lgnoble  position.  But 
it  aligns  Labour  closer  to  the 
Tories  than  to  anyone  dise. 


All  the  Tories  have  to  do  In  Tatton,  suggests  Catherine  Bennett,  Is  to  put  up  a 
truly  saintly  new  candidate — and  Martin  Bell  would  wjsh  he  were  back  in  Bosnia 

Spare  us  the  goodness 


ARTIN  Bell’s 
arrival  in  Tat- 
ton . has 
prompted  some 
harsh  remarks 
about  jonmalists.  even  fitan 
hacks  tixemselves.  AN  Vnison 
wildly  alleged  that  "fiddling 


SADnet^ftomtlie 

public-notices  page  of 
the  London  Evegoing 
Standard.  A Baxkkmptcy 
Order  under  the  Insolvency 
Act  has  been  made  against 
David  Taylor.  Although  Mr 
Taylor’s  home  address  is 
nxiknown,  the  notice  iit 
fbniisnstliatlteis^*cariy~ 

on  business  as  David 
Taylor  Insolvency  Practi- 
tioner at  Gavend^  Street, 
London  Wl**. 

Tbs  Diary  is  touched  to 
note  the  firlendship  be- 
tween Neil  Hamilton 
and  William  Roache,  prig- 
gish schooUeaifomr  Ken 
Barlow  in  Cortmatlon 
Street.  Those  bemosed  as  to 
what  they  have  In  common 
are  directed  to  Mr  Roaehe’s 
career  as  libel  plataitiff-Al- 
tho^h  a warded  £60  JWO 
after  the  Sun  called  him  boi> 
taib  the  actor  had  topay 
about  £120,000 in  costs  after 
foiling  to  accept  the  paperh 
£50,000  paynkotkt  in  coart 
The  dou^ty  MP*s  Ilbel&ls- 
toryneedsnoreprlslng.- 
Romonrs  that  the  two  have 
plans  to  form  a string  trio 
with  KflchaelMeacher  have 
yri  toheconflimed. 


ggponi^  is  a professiMial  oc- 
cupation the  Fourth  Es- 
tate”. Paul  Johnson  remiaded 
us  that  a (Guardian  Journalist 
once  took  "Moscow  gold”. 
And  as  Journalists 
know.  Is  fbetanrt  of  it  Didn’t 
we  sink  the  Bdgrano?  What 
about  foat  tima  we  invaded 
Poland?  Why  should  any 
respectable  Tattomte  prefor  a 
reixesentative  of  this  loath- 
some pnofessian  to  say.  an 
ulcerated  toad — let  alone  the 
Innocent-until-proven-guilty 
Neil  BaiikQtmi? 

What  these  sdf-flagtilatorB 
fbi^  is  that  Afortin  Ben 
graces  a branch  their  trade 
so  very  for  waited  above  the 
ivimmnTi  ruH  of  Joumalism 
that  it  does  not  pztqieriy  go  by 
that  wawiw  at  alL  As  BeQ  him- 
self  has  sugg^ted,  the  profos- 
slon  of  war  reporter  is  not  so 
much  a career  as  a vocation, 
like  Fatiier  Ted’s.  *Tt  was  not 
a wiiiiHg  that  I evm-  chose.”  he 


wrote  receotiy.  ‘Ttetimr  it 
chose  me."  T1^  gUmmering 
effect  around  the  white  suit 
may  not,  after  an,  be  a trick  cf 
foe  light.' 

tt  is  a long  time  now  sinoe 
war  reporters  were  associated 
with  thickened  skins,  or 
dassy  insouciance,  or  tbe 
h^t  of  bdlowing  "anyme 
here  been  raped  and  ^aaiks 
English?*’.  Today,  war  repm^ 
tsrs  are  anxious  to  mapbasise 
their  distance  firom  -those  ex- 
citable, bunst-dodging  loons; 
in  sombre,  indignant  voices, 
they  speak  to  us,  increasingly 
overtiy,  cf  mortal  foDy,  man's 

IwhiTfiiftnlly  to  wiaw,  Anit  foe 

the  foct  that  when  the  beU 
tons.  It  tons  for  thee. 

Hainly,  most  people  in  this 
country  do  not  bdieve  a word 
of  iL  If  they  did  — if  saving 
-tike  lives  c£  Albanians  or  Bos- 
ikiazis  or  Rwandans  were 
really  a widely  held  Interest 
— it  would  be  in  scaneone’s 
manifesto  by  now.  (hk  the 
other  hand,  incessant  pic- 
tures  (tf'  massacred  or  starv- 
ing people  induce  a sense  of 
giiiH  Qiat  must  smndiow  be 
assuaged.  Conveciientiy,-  the 
war  corresptmdent  doubles  as 
both  gunt  inducer,  and  guilt 


' reliever.  Rrst.  he  veotuzus 
into  tiie  latest  human  abat- 
toir, and  bears  witness  to  the 
daughter,  tiie  hunger,  the  in- 
ternational Indilforaice.  Thai 
he  comes  home  and,  faking  on 
tbe  tins  of  the  world,  qe^oeAb 
poignantly  of  our  netiect,  our 
duttto  otiT  shared  bumanity. 
We  boy  booik,  or  listen  to 
the  radio  programme,  and  foti 
like  better  people.  As  M^ai-Kn 
BeQ  said,  when  he  returned 
fiom  to  find  lus  coun- 

trymen obsessed  with  tiie  lot- 
tery: *T  ask  mystic  is  this  my 
country?  Is  it  even,  my 
planet?”  It  was.  He  was  speak- 
ing at  Ghichestm' CathedieL 
Ben  is  not  tbe  only  war 
reporter  to  have  gained,  firom 
'hig  experiences  in  foreign 
wars,  a kind  of  floating;  vatic 
authority,  which  can  be  em- 
plc^ted  juti  as  wtil  in  Tatton 
as  to  Srebrenica.  Michati 
Bnerk,  having  borne  witness 
to  the  famifiB  to  Ethiopia, 
qualified  htenagif  both  as  a 
guide  to  moral  mazes,  and  as 
avuncular  escort  through 
human  catastrophe  (recon- 
structed by  actors).  John 
.eimpanm,  foe  veteran  of  Tian- 
anmen Squara  presented  a 
series  called  "Human  Ritiits, 


One  step  to  our  dream  of  freedom 


Today  Jos6llamos-Horta  meets  Robin 
Cook  to  demand  commitments  on  East 
Timor  that  Labour  stili  has  not  given 


Tlifo  have  been  an  emo- 
tional roUti^coaster  as 
1 have  strug^ed  to  get  the 
worid  to  care  about  uie 
tngedy  of  East  Hmor.  Hie 
Indonesiaii  army  invaded 
on  December  7,  1975-  An 
oteenre  footnote  ofthe  Pot^ 
togaese  colonial  empire. 
East  Hmor  became  a casu- 
alty a£  the  major  powers* 

pragmatism  and  bypocrilsy- 

Two  montj^  bmbre  the 
invaasioiiT  two  British  news- 
meD.'Malcobn  Renxde  and 
Brian  Peters,  were  mur^ 
dered  by  invaffing  Indono- 
stan  troops,  along  with  two 
GoUeagnes  fitun  Australia 
and  a New  Zealander- 
I knew  Malcolm  and 
Brian  weU-  I . bad  ptok^ 
them  op  one  morning  at  the 
abandoned  Dili  airp^  and 
driven  them  to  Balibo  to 


jtOn  ■ the  othtf  three.  On 
that  fotefol  day.  antodone- 
fiAw  battaBon  entered  East' 
Hinor  at  several  points,  1n- 
Balibo.  From  Indo- 
nesia’s perspective;  the 
newsxneR  were  in  tbe 
wrong  place  at  .tiie  wrong 
rtTne.  •Aey  were  captured 
attve  and  executed,  the  first 
of  the  Indone- 
sian invasion  of  East 
Hmor.  Th^  too  became 
niere  footnotes,  along  with 
the  of  tiumsands  of 
' Hmorese  who  were 
later  niassacred,  napataned 
or  starved  to  deatii- 
Neither  tbe  Aostralian 
nor  tiie  New.  Zealand 
ernments  cared  much 
aboot  tbeir  mnrdered  cIU- 
Stitt  less  did  the  Brit- 
ish govemmtiit  care  about 
Brian  and  More 

♦fcaw  20  years  tiPter  tbe  in- 


vasion and  the  murder  of 
ttae-Itve  newsmen,  the  three 
governments  continue  to 
engage  Jn  a cover-np. 

Only  once  has  the  UN 
Hainan  RS^ts  Commission 
in  Geneva  adopted  a Strong 
resolntion  on  East  Hmcnr. 
That  was  in  Febmaxy  1998, 
but  only  aftw  the  Foreign 
Office  bore  down  heavily 
on  PoxtogaL  threatening  to 
withdraw  its  support  fbr 
the  EU  resolntion,  in 
fovour  of  a meaningless 
chairman's  conseusns 
statemenL  Portogal  resist- 1 
ed,  threatening  in  tom  to 
poll  oat  of  EU  resolntiODS 
on  Oiins,  Iran,  Iraq  and 
Cuba  the  EU  stood 

firm  qn  East  Hmor. 

ON  THAT  occasion, 
Portugal’s  firm 
stance  prevailed,  but 
ever  since,  London  has 
hinrfrA<?  any  lasolotion  at 
the  cmrnniflfrfft"  on  East 
Hmor.  Meanwhile,  British 
arms  sales  to  Indonesia 
have  increased  dramati- 
cally, maktog  this  oonntiy 


Human  Wrongs”,  comment- 
ing: *T  don’t  want  to  sound 
sententiofos,  but  it  is  an  abso- 
hzte  duty  of  those  who  are  ftee 
not  to  forget  those  who  are 
not  fine.”  How  true  ^ escEpt 
that  any  repeater  who  wishes 
to  ihaVa  Ilia  mark  on  y?om 
Our  Own  Correspondent 
now  cultivate  senten- 
tionsness  above  alL 

The  sought-after 
style,  nowadays.  Is 
that  of  tiie  mourn- 
fully reproachful 
Fergal  Keane, 
author  of  the  Letter  To  Daniel 
(a  broadcast  addressed  to  his 
tofont  am).  This  piece,  which 
attracted  for-  more  atteution 
than  any  (f  Keane's  impres- 
sive war  reports,  said  notably 
little  about  foraway  lands  of 
which  we  know  Itttie.  but  put 
tiiousands  of  Radio  4 listeners 
to  touch  with  something 
much  more  important — their 
better  natures:  "Now,  looking 
at  your  tieeptog  foce,  inches 
away  fixan  me,  listmiing  to 
your  occasional  sigh  and 
guTgte.  I wonder  how  I could 
have  ever  thought  glory  and 
prizes  and  praise  were 
sweeter  than  lift.” 


its  largest  supplier  of 
weapons.  While  1 believe 
titat  the  cause  of  peace  can 
best  be  served  by  a com- 
plete ban  on  all  conven- 
tional arms  sales  to  devel- 
oping countries,  a majov 
step  wonld  be  to  impose 
arms  embargoes  selectively 
on  dictatorships  or  on 
fxnmtries  involv^  in  inters 
nal  or  interstate  conflicts. 

As  yet  tiie  Labour  Party 
has  not  made  a commitment 
to  stop  aims  sales  to  Indone- 
sia. An  I have  been  prom- 
ised is  that  arms  win  stop  if 
the”  is  evidence  that  Brit- 
ish weapons  have  been  used 
against  the  East  Hmorese- 

tnsi^  evidence  of  British 
Hawk  aircraft  bting  used 
in  East  Hmof  is  vlrtnalty 
impossible  to  obtain  bnt  I 
know  that  these  aircraft 
were  used  extentively.  1 
know  too  ttaat  British  tanks 
and  Land-Rovers  monnted 
wtAffiiiiie  gn^  have 
alsobemi  used. 

Hie  Laboor  Party  should 
make  a firm  conunftment 
that,  if  elected,  it  itiU  im- 
mediately freeae  all  new 
arms  sales  to  Indonesia 
until  Jakarta  releases  all 
Indonesian  and  East  Hmor- 
ese political  prisoners,  ends 


Btil  may  sever  have  dared 
such  soppy  extremes,  but  he 
remains  a fine  moral  figi^ 
<me  of  the  best  wer-reportiiig 
has  to  offer.  The  only  possible 
obiactlca, . fiom  constttnents, 
Is  tiiat  he  knows  nothing  of 
politics,  has  no  policies,  and 
is  therefore  a waste  of  a vote. 
Ungrateful  Tatton]  While  the 
rest  of  ns  must  busy  ourselves 
assessing  rival  schemes  Ito 
health  education,  evaluat- 
ing U-tums,  and  debating 
udiefher  we  can  tolerate  the 
company  of  Harriet  Harman 
for  five  consecutive  years. 
Tatton  constituents  need  only 
judge  by  goodness.  What 
could  be  sim^r? 

Unless,  of  course,  the  Con- 
servative Party  has  tbe  wit  to 
appose  BeQ  with  someone 
even  gooder.  Where  would  he 
stand  against  JIQ  MorreQ, 
John  McCarthy,  or  the  Rabbi 
Uonti.  Blue?  Omld  the  lucky 
suit  be  a match  for  tbe  plucky 
nursery-nurse,  Lisa  Potts? 
But  most  of  all,  Btil  must  fbar 
the  stiectlon  of  Fergal  Keane. 
20ne  piercing  "Letter  To  My 
Constttuents”,  preferably 
ginning,  “Oh  my  voters”,  and 
BeQ  might  soon  wish  he'd 
stayed  to  Bosnia. 


torture  and  summary  exe- 
entioBS  and  redacea  Its 
20,000-troop  presence  in 
East  Timor  to  1.000  men. 

The  East  Timorese 
people  have  survived 
five  US  presidents,  two 
British  prime  ministers 
and  three  French  presi- 
dents, an  of  whom  have 
supplied  weapons  to  Indo- 
nesia. Yet  aU  the  weapons 
and  violence  unleashed 
«gaiii«^  our  people  by  West- 
era  leaders  their  Indt^ 
iMMrian  otWwits  have  been 
nnable  to  crash  the  East 
Timorese  dream  of  firee- 
dom.  We  don't  atic  fbr  a 
Falkland  or  Eawait-style 
liberation  fbree.  All  we  aSk 
te  for  toe  UK,  working  with 
the  UN,  the  EU,  the  US, 
ranaiia,  AOStialia  and  New 
Zeeland,  to  support  an  in- 
ternationally sapervlsed 
raforendom  to  East  TTmor. 
President  Clinton  recently 
said  he  supports  one  — a 
major  breaktbron^  fbr  a 
eonntry  that  nnttl  now  has 
sopported  the  illegal  an- 
nexation. Britain  can 
sorely  do  no  less. 


Sod’s  law 

strikesthe 

boolshelves 


David  McKie 


Jose  Ramos-Horta  is  co-winner 
ofthe  1996  Nobel  Peace  Prize 


■ HAVE  been  re-reading 
Hazlitt . . . What  a wrader- 
ftiUy  seif-regarding  expres- 
sion that  is,  imping  that  no 
person  of  taste  and  erudition 
such  as  onesdf  could  have  left 
Eatiitt  unread  beyond  the  age 
of,  say,  S3,  and  that  every 
Cmwnemas  Day,  one  fetxdies 
one’s  cherished,  dog-eared 
volume  down  from  the  shelf 
and  discovers  new  wisdom  in 
tt.  It  cc»nes  straight  fium  the 
same  assembly  Una  as  “my 
attention  has  breu  drawn . . 
(translation:  I wouldn’t  ever 
admit  to  reading  your  vile 
little  rag,  but  I did  find  some- 
thing in  it  this  morning 
which  made  me  splutter^  or 
that  fovourite  formula  of  cor- 
respondents to  rightwing 
newspapers;  "Am  I alone  to 
thinktog . . . ?"  (translation:  1 
am  sure  there  are  thoiiapnHa 
of  people  out  there  who  will 
nod  their  beads  in  agreement 
at  every  [bigoted]  word  Tm 
about  to  write). 

Let  us  start  again,  this  time 
eschewing  boast-spe^  1 have 
been  reading  essays  by  Haz- 
litt, some  ot  them,  ince  his 
homage  to  boxing,  certainly 
encountered  before,  though 
probably  to  an  anthology,  and 
others  entirely  fresh,  todud- 
tog  one  on  re-reading.  Hazlitt 
adores  re-reading:  indeed  he 
thinks  it  is  so  much  greater  a 
pleasure  than  discovering  the 
unknown  that  he*s  minded  to 
give  up  reading  new  books 
altogetoer.  "Wlien  I take  up  a 
hook  tiiat  I have  read  before 
(tiie  itftener  the  better),”  he 
says,  "I  know  what  I have  to 
exp^  The  satisfaction  is  not 
lessened  by  being  antici- 
pated." The  books  one  re- 
reads "are  the  Unk-B  in  the 
<aiain  our  ctxiscious  being. 
They  bind  tog^er  the  cUffer- 
ent  scattered  links  of  our  per^ 
soual  identity.”  As  he 
the  .past  floods  back:  “the 
place  where  I sat  to  read  tiie 
volume,  the  day  when  I got  it, 
the ' fedihg  "of  tiie  air.  the 
fields,  the  sky  — return,  anil 
aU  my  early  impressions  with 
tiwni-  This  is  better  to  me . . . 
by  for  than  the  wet  sheets  of 
the  new  novel  &om  Ballan- 
tyne  Press." 

Rdiving  such  sensations  is 
less  aQuring  now  perhaps 
vdien  so  mudi  of  one’s  read- 
ing has  been  done  on  railway 
trains.  Here,  for  instence,  is  a 
novd  called  Games  In  Heaven 
By  Tossy  Marx,  the  first 
novel  of  Piers  Paul  Read,  now 
long  fozgottezi.  which  Z read 
on  a train  frt>m  Newcastle  to 
London  in  a state  of  such 
unoonlrbDahle  mirth  as  to  in- 
vite arrest  for  causing  a dis- 
turbance on  the  company’s 
rolling  stock.  And  yet  1 shaQ 
never  read  it  again.  Why  is 


the  balance  of  old  versus  new 
so  different  with  music, 
where  fovourite  works  get. 
played  over  and  over  again,  to 
a point  where  th^Tre.  unfor- 
Sivably,  taken  fto  granted, 
reduced  to  mere  badtqbound? 
One  wouldn’t  reject  a Mozart 
concerto  because  there  was 
awnetiiing  fresh  finm  John 
Adams  waiting  to  be  played. 
Old  books  are  much  more 
vulnerable  to  tbe  tyranny  of 
the  new.  There  are  always 
books,  some  acquired  de- 
tabcrately,  others  by 
reproachfiilly  arrayed  on  tbe 
shelt  demanding  attention. 

'ftiere's  a further  deterrent 
though,  which  Hazlitt  hints 
at,  but  to  which  he  gives  too 
liMe  Weight.  It’s  the  one  that 
prevents  me  re-reading  Tiissy 
Maix.  It  is  fear.  1 hesitate  to 
re-read  it  in  case  its  magic 
has  feded:  for  fear  that  In- 
stead of  the  sense  of  continu- 
ity which  brought  joy  to  the 
heart  of  Hazlitt,  I might  find 
only  tocomprebensiem  that  I 
ever  cherished  IL 
So  why  is  the  house  so  fiiQ 
of  used  books?  Hoarding  non- 
fiction make  sense,  rince  sec- 
tion 3.  sub-section  2Ka)  of 
Sod’s  law  ordains  that  a his-' 
tray  or  biography  thrown  out 
in  some  New  Year  purge  will 
always  get  its  revenge.  Days 
afto:  I disposed  of  FtnawnAl 
ShtoweQ’s  autobiography,  the 
author  unkindly  died,  and  I 
had  to  search  the  libraries  for 
it.  But  win  one  ever  again 
take  down  from  tiie  shelves 
an  these  Drabbles  and  Braggs 
and  Murdochs,  or  even  aQ 
those  Dickenses?  They  are 
there,  I think,  because  it’s 
part  of  tbe  human  condition 
to  dream  oE  a better,  more 
tranquil,  more  thought^  life, 
where  the  tyranny  of  the  new 
no  longer  dominates. 

HAZUTT  has  much  to 
^ on  this  subject  too, 
in  his  essay  on  Coffee 
House  ^Utician&  **There  is  a 
set  of  pec^e,"  he  says,  “who 
spend  their  timg  and  their 
breath  to  coSbe  bouses  and 
other  places  of  public  resort, 
hearing  or  repeating  some 
new  thing.  They  sit  with  a 
paper  to  their  hands  in  tiie 
momii^  and  with  a pipe  to 
their  mouths  In  the  evening, 
discusstog  the  contents  of  it 
The  Times,  the  Morning 
Chronicle  and  the  Herald  are 
necessaiy  to  their  existence; 
in  them  they  live  and  more 
and  hare  their  being'.  The 
evening  paper  is  impatiently 
expei^d,  and  called  for  at  a 
certain  critical  minute... It 
is  strange.”  says  Hazlitt,  “that 
people  should  take  so  much 
interest  at  one  time  to  what 
they  so  socm  forget-  Tbeir 
ideas  are  serred  up  to  them, 
like  tbeir  bfll  cf  Car^  for  the 
day;  and  the  whole  creation, 
hi^ry.  war.  pcditlcs.  morals, 
poetry,  metaphysics,  is  to 
them  like  a file  ante-dated 
newspapers,  of  no  use.  not 
even  for  reference,  esc^t  the 
one  which  lies  on  the  table.” 

But  that  win  have  to  do  for 
tbe  moment  An  dection  is 
under  way,  I »Hn  haven’t 
yet  got  round  to  last  Friday's 
New  Statesman. 
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Stephan  Hermlin 


Home  truths 

in  question 


The  german 
writer  Stephan 
HerniUn.  who  has 
died  aged  81,  was  a 
committed  commu- 
nist who  embodied  the  oSIciai 
anti-fascist  myth  in  the  Ger- 
man Democratic  Republic.  A 
dose  frieod  of  Elrich  Hon- 
ecker.  he  was  honoured  by 
the  East  German  state  for 
poems  and  stories  based  on 
his  e?cperience  as  an  anti-Nazi 
streetfighter  in  the  1930's. 

But  the  last  months  of  his 
life  were  dominated  by  allega- 
tions that  he  told  lies  about 
his  past  to  enhance  his  repu- 
tation, inventing  a spell  in 
^chsenhausen  concentration 
camp  and  exaggerating  his 
role  in  the  wartime  Qght 
against  Hitler.  Hermlin 
reacted  calmly  to  the  charges, 
telling  Der  Spiegel  that  the 
truth  was  more  than  simply 
the  sum  of  the  fhcts. 

The  controversy  cast  a 
shadow  over  a career  that 
seemed  otherwise  to  be  char- 
acterised by  a strong  sense  of 
loyalty  to  core  political  be- 
liefs. which  Hermlin  refused 
to' abandon  even  after  the  fall 
of  the  Berlin  Wall  in  1889.  ‘T 
admit  that  I belong  to  a gen- 
eration whose  hopes  hat's  col- 
lapsed. But  that  does  not 
mean  that  hope  is  finished.'' 
he  said.  Despite  his  loyalty'  to 
the  communist  state,  he  was 
admired  by  dissident  East 
German  writers,  many  of 
whom  he  help^  and  pro- 
tected from  official  sanction. 

He  was  born  Rudolf  Leder 
in  the  Saxon  city  of  Chemnitz. 
His  father  was  a prosperous  | 
Jewish  businessman  and  art 
collector  but  he  did  not,  as 
Hermlin  claimed,  die  in  a con- 1 
centration  camp.  Although 
Hermlin  claimed  that  his 
mother  was  English,  she  was 
in  fact  a Polish  Jew  from 
Galicia. 


He  joined  the  Communist 
Party  at  the  age  of  16  and 
from  Hitler’s  seizure  of  power 
in  1936  until  1936  he  fought  an 
underground  struggle  against 
the  Nazis.  He  recalled  in  1995: 
“You  shot  at  people  you  could 
only  see  in  outline  and  didn’t 
know  who  they  were.  You 
knew  they  were  Nazis.  You 
could  recognise  the  Nazi  uni- 
form. But  I'm  not  sure  I didn’t 
shoot  school  friends  and  that 
they  didn't  shoot  me.  By 
break  of  day  it  was 
forgotten." 

Hermlin  emigrated  to  Pal- 
estine in  1936  but  he  later 
claimed  to  have  fought  In  the 
Spanish  Civil  War  and  with 

Hermlin  reacted 
calmly  to  charges 
of  lying,  telling  Der 
Spiegel  that  truth 
was  more  than  the 
sum  of  the  facts 


the  French  Resistance.  His 
health  was  too  poor  to  allow 
him  to  Qght  in  Spain  when  he 
returned  to  Europe  In  1937 
and  he  moved  to  France 
where  he  was  interned  in  a 
deportation  centre.  He  fled  to 
Switzerland  in  1943  but 
returned  to  Germany  as  soon 
as  the  war  ended  to  work  as  a 
broadcaster  under  Golo 
Mann 

But  be  chose  the  commu- 
nist part  of  Germany  in  1947. 
Joined  the  ruling  Socialist 
Unity  Party  and  began  to 
write  poems  and  stories  ^ori- 
tying  the  anti-fascist  strode 
and  the  fight  for  socialism. 
Stalin  expressed  admiration 
for  two  of  his  poems  and 


Hermlin  never  wavered  in  his 
admiration  for  the  Soviet  des- 
pot's role  in  defeating  Hitler- 

Although  he  became  a 
member  of  the  central  com- 
mittee and  was  appointed 
vice-president  of  the  Writers' 
Union.  Hermlin  was  not  en- 
tirely slavish  in  his  loyalty  to 
the  East  German  state.  He 
was  stripped  of  many  of  his 
honours  in  19S7  w'hen  he  pub- 
lished Kommandeuse.  a sym- 
pathetic account  of  the  work- 
ers' uprising  four  years 
earlier  which  the  communists 
had  crushed  with  tanlcs. 

In  Der  Leutnam  Yorck  von 
Wartenburg.  he  portrayed  one 
of  the  arirtocratic  Prussian 
plotters  who  attempted  to  as- 
sassinate Hitler  on  July  20. 
1944.  but  made  no  attempt  to 
make  the  story  fit  official 
anti-fascist  propaganda. 

His  most  si^iiflcant  falling 
out  with  the  authorities  rame 
in  1976  when  he  publicly  pro- 
tested against  the  remov^  of 
German  citizenship  from 
the  poet  and  songwriter  Wolf 
Biermann.  Biermann,  who 
was  performing  in  West  Ger- 
many when  the  decision  was 
announced,  was  East  Ger- 
many’s most  popular  and  ar- 
ticulate dissident  voice. 
Hermlin  persuaded  other 
writers  and  intellectuals  to 
sign  a petition  protesting 
against  the  action  and  it  was 
only  his  long-standing  friend- 
ship with  Honecker  that  pro- 
tected him  from  official 
wrath. 

Uermlin's  most  successful 
work  was  Abendlicht  (Eve- 
ning Light),  an  autobiograph- 
ical story  about  the  preserya- 
tion  of  human  digniti*  during 
the  Weimar  Republic  and  the 
Nazi  era.  Hermlin  encouraged 
the  perception  that  the  story’s 
first  person  narrator  was  a 
scarcely-disguised  version  of 
himself  and  that  the  incidents 


described  in  Abendlkht  came 
fr^  his  own  life. 

But  the  Frankfurt  critic 
Rarl  Corino  y^  pub- 
lished a book  revealing  huge 
disparities  between  the  story 
and  Hermlin’s  own  Ufo.  Cor- 
ino’s  book,  called  Marble  Out- 
side. Plaster  Within,  created  a 
storm  of  controversy  in  Ger- 
many and  prompted  conser- 
vative critics  to  condemn 
Hermlin  as  a fraud.  Hennlin's 
defenders  ari^ed  that  it  was 
unfair  to  analj^e  a work  of 


literature  as  if  it  were  sunide 
autobit^raphy. 

Hermlin  remained  true  to 
the  GDR  until  it  disappeared 
in  1990  and  continued  to  ex- 
press pride  in  Its  achieve- 
ments afterwards-  He  joined 
the  post-communist  Pa^  of 
Democratic  Socialism  and  the 
CoDomittee  for  Justice,  which 
egmpafgn.c  against  the  prose- 
cution of  former  Bast  German 
politicians  ofDclals. 

He  was  one  of  the  last  of  a 
generation  of  German  writers 


shaped  by  the  upheavals  of 
the  Weimar  Republic  and  he 
recently  acknowledged  the 
central  jdace  of  poUtli^  Ideol- 
ogy in  his  life.  "I  was  no  bet- 
ter and  no  worse  than  the 
movement  I belonged  to.  I 
shared  ifa'  maturity  and  im- 
maturity. its  greatness  and  its 
wretchedness.”  he  said. 


Dannis  Stauiilon 


Stephan  Hermlin.  writer,  bom 
April  15. 1915,  died  April  6. 1997 


Ferenc  Bojan 

The  health  of 
the  nation 


AliTER  the  collapse  of 
the  central  European 
communist  regimes  in 
1989  there  was  for  the 
first  time  a discussion  of  the 
decline  in  public  health  that 
htid  occurred  since  the  mid- 
196QS.  Life  expectancy  was 
failing  to  keep  pace  with  Im- 
provements in  the  West:  m 
some  cuuntries;  it  wus  actually 
d^erlorating.  The  post-l9tt9 
ehiyiges  sometimes  worsened 
that  human  tragedy.  Hiinga- 
, ry's  recently  app^unted  com- 
I missioner  for  public  health, 
j Ferenc  ^jan.  who  has  died  in 
! a road  accident  aged  51.  was 
one  of  the  few  people  able  to 
rise  to  the  challen^  that  the 
statistics  posed.  He  went  on  to 
make  an  enormous  contribu- 
tion to  Hungarian  — ^ and  : 
European  — public  health  ' 
Bojan  trained  at  Debrecen's 
medi^  university  in  eastern 
Hungary,  and  spent  his  early  i 
years  in  the  acadenaic  depart- 
ment of.h>‘giene  there.  The 
subject  was  still  taught  tradi- 
tionally. There  was  no  rerog- 
oition  of  the  hnportance  of 
wider  determinants  of  health 
like  poverD'  or  social  status, 
or  the  risks  posed  by  hazard- 
ous exposures  such  as  pollut- 
ing factories. 

At  the  endoftheiseos  Bojan 
became  brad  of  die  universi- 
ty’s more  forward-thinking  de- 
partment of  social  medicine. 
He  tackifid  the  consequences 
of  decades  of  underfunding 
and  Hungar^‘‘s  relative  isola- 
tion from  modem  thinking  on 
public  health.  Bojan  under- 
took an  enormously’  success- 
ful restructing  of  public  health 
training,  funded  by  the  Euro- 
pean Union  and  involving 
partners  in  six  western 
countries.  It  created  new  cur- 
ricula, training,  and  teaching 

matftrtaiR  in  Hiingarian. 

Tliis  was  jost  the  start  With 
colleagues  he  established  a 


Hungarian  public  health 
association.  The  RU  project 
only  covered  undcrgi^uate 
education  mi  he  and  hts  west- 
ern coUoiigucs  persuaded  Ihr 
World  Barik  and  Hnngaiian 
Government  hack  a new 
.school  of  public  health  which 
opened  last  Niweinber. 

Despite  an  enormous  work- 
load he  m-iintaLneri  a snh&uu- 

tiaL  valuable  rescvtiTh  output 
— he  showed  fur  exumple,  the 
major  cuntrihuiiuii  tiiai  cir- 
rhmis  made  to  falling  Hungar- 
ian life  expectancy.  — • and 
served  as  president  of  the 


Bojan ...  a challenge 


European  Public  Health 
Association  and  os  a member 
of  the  executi^-e  board  of  the 
Association  iM*  Schools  of  Pub- 
lic Health  in  the  European 
Region.  Hut  lc^c>'  is  the  co- 
hort of  young  people  whose 
careers  he  launched  and  who, 
aiv  determined  that  his  vision 
u'ill  come  to  fruition.  He 
leaves  a widow  and  two  sons. 


MartbiMeKM 


Ferenc  Bojan.  public  health  ex- 
pert bom  January  14. 1946;  died 
February  17. 1997 


Wilbur  Knorr 


Appreciation:  Allen  Ginsberg 


Birthdays 


Exploration  by  numbers 


WILBUR  Knorr.  one 
of  this  century's 
leading  historiaDS 
of  Greek  mathe- 
roaUcs,  has  died  from  cancer 
aged  SLThe  story  of  Euclid. 
Archimedes  and  Apollonius, 
their  lost  predecessors,  and 
the  later  transmission  of  their 
works,  has  been  in  turmoil 
for  the  last  40  years.  Up  until 
mid-centuiy  it  seemed  that 
the  picture  presented  by  T L 
Heath  fwho  built  on  the  work 
of  his  colleagues  and  prede- 
cessors, principally  Tannery 
in  France  and  ZeuChen  in 
Denmark,  and  all  of  that 
founded  on  the  critical  edi- 
tions of  the  Danish  philologist 
Heiberg)  needed  only  a few 
final  touches  to  be  completed. 
But  the  p^t  is  often  Like  a 
cracked  mirror,  in  which  we 
see  a distorted  vision  of  our- 
selves. and  the  postwar  gen- 
eration saw  things  very 
differently. 

Heath  and  his  colleagues 
had  formulated  Greek  mathe- 
matics in  the  st>'le  of  the  19th 
century:  for  example.  Pytl^- 
oras'  Theorem  for  them  was 
more  an  equation  x*'^y*=z- 
than  Euclid’s  version  of  liter- 
ally cutting  up  geometrical 
squares  and  reassembling 
them  into  a latter  square, 
and  they  saw  intimations  in 
Greek  mathematics  of  the  dif- 
nculUes  that  they  then  bad  in 
setting  up  the  real  numbers 
on  which  most  of  mathemat- 
ics is  now  ultimately  based. 

We  are  now  much  more 
conscious  of  these  tendencies 
and  strive,  though  not  always 
successfully,  to  understand 
the  past  hi  its  own  terms; 
more  about  the  past  has  been 
uncovered,  and  we  are  now 
more  historically  severe:  Py- 
thagoras' theorem  may  have 
nothing  to  do  with  Pythago- 
ras. and  aspects  of  It  were 


known  to  Mesopotamian 
mathematicians  1.500  years 
earlier. 

Wilbur  Knorr  was  a leader 
in  this  re-evaluatVoo.  ai^  be- 
came the  most  dedicated  stu- 
dent of  these  matters.  Some 
may  carp  at  the  details  of  his 
proposals,  others  may  tinker 
here  and  there  with  the  over- 
all version  he  proposed,  but 
everybody  has  been  influ- 
enced by  his  work.  He  argued 


for  an  autonomous  develop- 
ment of  mathematics,  inde- 
pendent of  philoeophy.  and 
was  sometimes  impatient 
with  those  who  wrote  about 
Greek  mathematics  without 
venturing  Into  the  technical 
details  of  the  subject:  this  led 
him  into  some  acerbic  contro- 
versies. He  could  also  be 
shsup  with  colleagues  and 
friends,  especially  in  his  let- 
ters and  sometimes  even  in 
print  But  his  constant  con- 
cern was  with  a detailed,  in- 
formed. and  careful  account 
of  the  topic  in  hand. 

He  was  bom  in  New  York 
and  educated  at  Harvard, 
gaining  his  PhD  only  in  1973. 
so  all  of  this  work  was 


achieved  in  a mere  24  years. 
Hl5  graduate  work  started 
with  a brief  look  at  the  his- 
tory of  computing:  then  he 
moved  back  to  Newton:  then 
he  realised  that  to  understand 
this  period  properly,  he 
needed  to  know  about  Greek 
mathematics.  He  had  a natu- 
ral ability  with  languages, 
and  tau^t  himself  Greek.  Ar- 
abic and  then  Hebrew,  since 
Biblical  scholarship  was  one 


He  was  perceived 
by  many  as  a 
terrifying  machine 
for  producing 
learned  books  and 
articles  but  his 
essential  needs 
were  a library  and  a 
good  gymnasium 


of  his  hobbles,  and  be  used 
this  knowledge  also  to  discuss 
some  aspects  of  the  Hebrew 
translations  of  mcUhematics. 
After  a year  at  Brooklyn  Col- 
lege. until  their  history  of 
science  department  was 
dosed,  and  a . year  at  the 
Princeton  Institute  for  Ad- 
vanced Studies,  be  took  up  a 
position  at  Stanford,  where  he 
stayed  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

He  was  the  author  of  four 
magisterial  books:  The  Evolu- 
tion of  the  Euclidean  Elements 
(1975.  based  on  bis  Harvard 
thesis).  Ancient  Sources  of  the 
Medieval  Tradition  of  Me- 
chanics tl982).  The  Ancient 
Tradttian  of  Geometric  Prob- 
lems (1986).  and  Tkxruol  Stud- 


ies in  Ancient  and  Medietxil 
Geometry  (1989).  In  addition, 
he  wrote  54  major  articles, 
many  of  them  long  and  tech- 
nical. and  had  a further  14  at 
various  states  of  completion 
at  the  time  trf'bis  death. 

A dedicated  scholar  whose 
only  real  indulgence  was 
books,  he  was  a rather  private 
person  who  was  perceived  by 
many  as  a terrif^ng  machine 
for  producing  learned  books 
and  articles.  This  may  con- 
jure up  a vision  of  a stoopii^ 
and  reclusive  hermit  but  bis 
essential  needs  in  life  were  a 
good  library  and  a good  gym- 
nasium. where  he  would 
weigbtlift  and  work  out 

This  Januar>'.  four  months 
after  malignant  melanoma 
had  been  diagn(»ed,  he  gave  a 
talk  at  a conference  in  San 
Diego;  he  looked  Gtter  than 
everyone  else,  was  still  jog- 
ging dally  , and  nobody  could 
have  gue^ed  that  be  was  dan- 
gerously UL- 

Those  few  who  could  get 
close  enough  to  him  can  tes- 
tify to  his  warmth,  his  hu- 
mour. and  bis  humanity. 
When  he  was  in  England,  tie 
stayed  with  us.  He  sang  songs 
to  my  elder^  mother-in-law 
who  lived  with  us  and  went 
out  for  walks  with  her  to  feed 
the  ducks;  he  explained  his 
work  to  my  wife  so  that  she 
found  it  interesting,  and  he 
plied  us  with  good  wine.  His 
close  friends  can  testi^  to  his 
playfulness  and  his  infiuriat- 
ing  puns,  his  love  of  roses  and 
baroque  music,  and  his  gen- 
erosity of  spirit. 

He  is  survived  by  his 
mother  and  sister. 


Shuffly  scruffy  rebel 


David  Fewftor 


Wilbur  Richard  Knorr,  mathema- 
tician. bom  Augmt  29.  1945; 
died  March  18 1997 


I WAS  a City  U^is  book- 
shop night  working  book 
clerk  in  1955  when  Allen 
Ginsberg  {obituary  April  7) 
first  appeared  on  the  San 
Francisco  skyline..  We  didn't 
know  what  a stsr-scratcher 
be  was  then.  But  after  City 
Lights'  publication  of  Howl 
and  the  poem's  obscenity  trial 
everyone  knew. 

One  night  on  Columbus  Av- 
enue I saw  him  on  down-slop- 
ing San  Ffancisco  bright-light 
street,  eyes  fiaghing  under 
wide  brimmed  bat,  pointing 
sword-finger  at  evil  birds 
shrieking  on  a surreal  hori- 
zon. posing  for  a pbott^rapb. 
He  was  wfld.  woolly,  wonder- 
ful in  those  days.  We  were  all 
poets  then  in  San  Francisco. 

Many  years  passed  and, 
after  I came  to  En^and,  we 
didn’t  see  so  much  of  each 
other.  Once  in  north  Bucking- 
hamshire, four  times  in  Lon- 
don. Time  passes  slowly  at 
first,  then  it  catches  up  with 
you. 

The  last  time  we  met  was 
four  years  ago  at  the  Chelten- 
ham Literary  FbstivaL  Afleo 
arrived  late,  due  to  leaves  on 
tracks  or  another  British  Rail 
cock-up.  Suddenly  the  audi- 
ence applauded,  not  for  my 
perforznance;  the  poet  bad  ar- 
rived. I was  shocked.  Only 
two  years  my  senior,  Allen 
was  old  — rather  a shuffiy, 
scruff,  eccentric  university 
professor.  All  except  for  the 
zuigry,  rebellious  doom-dar- 
ing eyes. 

Later,  I sat  next  to  him,  sitf- 
rounded  by  sycophants  and 
postgraduates,  one  writing  a 
thesis  on  Neal  Cassady. 
"Dick,"  Allen  said.  *'You 
knew  him.  What  do  you 
think?”  Allen  finally  inter- 
rupted me:  "Dick,  will  you 
shut  up.  this  is  my 
interview^” 


That  sums  up  Ginsberg  for 
me:  generosity  in  asking  me 
to  contribute  followed  by  irri- 
tation when  be  thought  I was 
hosing  lUs  show.  Yes.  he  was 
rebellious,  angry,  foul- 
mouthed  at  times,  bursting 
with  Juvenile  need  to 
frighten,  embarrass  compla- 
cency. but  there  was  another 
side  to  him,  a sort  of  middle 
class  propriety.  Basically  be 
was  a gentle  sweet  man, 
hating,  possibly,  only  himselC 
Allen,  you  wrote  to  the  end. 
probably  still  writing.  Your 
own  Kaddisb  now.  not 
remembered  grief  but  your 
own  know  death,  madness 
cancer  sickness,  screaming 
for  comforting  love,  crying 
against  cold  Hammy  cessa- 
tion of  life,  as  we  all  flee  the 
final  embrace. 


DiekMcBrld* 

AS  A STAFF  member  of 
the  New  York  based 
War  Resisters  League  I 
have  known  Allen  Ginsberg 
over  the  years,  was  on  close 
terms  with  him  and  be  wifli 
the  WRL.  I just  recently  ran 
into  him  one  afternoon  at 
Bowery  and  Fburtb  Street 
As  always  he  had  his  Olym- 
pus Stylus  with  him  and 
reached  for  it  to  take  a shot 
— but  I also  bad  mine  and 
moved  even  faster.  It  was  the 
last  time  I was  to  see  him.  We 
talked  briefly.  He  said  be  was 
only  able  to  smoke  pot  once  a 
week  now,  because  it  wasn’t 
very  good  for  his  blood  pres- 
sure. but  he  could  still  mas- 
turbate. He  was  always  very 
frank  about  sexual  matters. 

1 don’t  think  he  would 
want  us  to  mourn  for  him_ 
He  was  on  the  right  side,  the 
radical  side,  the  human  side 
of  humanity  against  its  own 
darker  sel£  One  story  flrom 


my  own  experience  left  me 
convinced  that  Allen,  If  he 
was  anything,  was  a 
Buddhasatva: 

Late  one  Saturday  evenmg 
some  years  ago  I was  talking 
to  Allen  and  his  long  term 
companion  Peter  Orlovsky 
on  the  comer  of  Second  Ave- 
nue and  8tb  Street  when  a 
very  nasty  scene  began.  A 
man  was  shouting  and  yank- 
ing very  hard  on  the  arm  of 
his  girl  friend  who  was  lying 
on  the  sidewalk,  probably 
the  result  of  bad  drugs.  She 
meanwhile  was  reaching 
with  her  free  band  towards  a 
large  dog  and  saying  in  a 
voice  flUed  with  menace, 
"come  here  doggie,  come 
here”.  She  sounded  as  if  she 
wanted  to  kill  the  d<^  while 
its  owner  was  trying  to  pull 
it  away. 

Without  missing  a beat 
Allen  turned  to  the  man  and 
said:  "You  don't  want  to  do 
that”.  Before  the  man  could 
slug  Alfen,  be  offered  die 
woman  a fig.  which  she  ac- 
cepted. looking  confused. 
Allen  then  turned  back  to  the 
man.  'Tm  sorry.  I don’t 
think  we’ve  been  intro- 
duced,” he  said,  and  intro- 
duced US. 

The  scene  changed  and 
faded.  The  man  with  the  dog 
got  away.  The  woman  stum- 
bled to  her  feet  and  was  led 
away.  There  was  a childike 
courage  in  Allen’s  action.  It 
was  one  of  the  many  mo- 
ments of  him  being  who  and 
what  he  was.  What  relation 
all  this  has  to  radicalism, 
revolution  and  changing 
society  is  both  obvious  and 
obscure.  Or  as  the  late  paci- 
fist AJ  Muste  used  to  say. 
“there  is  no  way  to  peace, 
peace  Is  the  way.” 


Eric  Clarke.  Uibour  MP.  64: 
Iain  Duneau-Smith.  Conser- 
vative MP.  43;  Hannah 
don.  actress.  56;  Erie  lUstey, 
Labour  MP.  42;  Prof  Sir  Gra* 
ham  HlUs.  educationalist.  71: 
Bernard  Jenkin.  Consen's- 
tive  MP.  38;  Alan  Knott, 
cricketer.  5l;  Tom  Lehrer, 
songwriter  and  mathemati- 
cian. 69;  Martin  Marglela. 
fashion  designer.  43:  Vincent 
O’Brien,  racehorse  trainer. 
80;  Sara  Parkin,  environ- 
mentalist. 51;  Ann  Robinson, 
toxicologist,  64:  Valerie 
Singleton,  broadcaster.  6U. 


Death  Notices 


wmiM  (BH),  dleJ  peacoiully  di 
home  0(1  Suirlay  Apni  r 

Crs.  an»r  4 trave  balll»  S9311SI  uncef. 

tnii  Ik  sadly  missad  bv  his  toving  wils 
LMl  tamily  and  iiisnda.  Punaiai  Ssrvios 
01  SL  Mary’s  Cnurch,  Haineld  Broad  Oak. 
on  Tiiaaday  isai  Apni  ai  2J0pm.  talia«red 
by  privata  cranMlKn.  Flmrcrs.  or  doruKUns 
II  desirod  mada  payabla  u 'SACUP',  to 
Daruat  Robinson  & Sotu  Ltd.,  Haswrs 
Lana.  GT.  Dunmow.  Ekox  CM6  IXS. 
OMMSON.  Nandla.  on  Apni  sm.  aoad 
WMdan  of  tha  Blrrnincham  SatnecnenL 
1047-1855.  Hrer  Principal  P.&W.  Earls 
Court  C.G.C  Arrangstnenia  lor  eramauon. 
enauirtas  to  Lavanon  t Sms.  Tal:  0171- 
485-1969. 

WILSCm.  Mabel  atan,  on  April  3rd  1997  in 
hoaplial  and  of  Maipla  Mabel  0lan  ao^ 
V years,  tha  dearly  lowed  wife  of  ina  laia 
Harold  Wilson  and  daar  moDiar  of  Rooer 
and  much  lowed  Narw  oi  Fiona.  Serviea  aiid 
oomnlltal  at  StocHport  cremaiorlum  on  fn- 
day  April  nth  ai  njOam.  Enquiries  to 
MsJcoim  Shaw  4 Son  lel.  OI61  4^  2378. 

In  Memoriam 

RUMBOLD.  Mtehael  Dougta. 

3li7'84-9/4;94.  "H*  amils  Uimed  UK  edge 
ol  the  wind.’ 

Memoiiaf  Senriees 


David  McRaynoWs 


Church!  MlMMiwiS’*'AlSKy?'on*^ 
day  7 May  1997  dt  3.30^.  AU  m 
dome,  ano  umm  wtshino  10  asm 
im«iad  lo  apply  (or  ndcw  (0;  Tho 
tors  Saoalarv.  Room  7.  1 lkuo  Cla 
l^lmlnsiwr  Abbey  SW1P  3PL.  enefos 
atamped  addrassad  enwalope  'ncKea 
be  posted  Irom  26  Apni. 

announcomeni  letei 
0171  713  4667  or  laji  0t7t  713  4129  bet 
9601  and  Spm  Mon-Pri. 


Jackdaw 


A taste  of  honey 

THE  name  "Deborah”  has 
nerer  given  me  much  food  for 
thought  It  is  a name  plucked 
from  the  Bible  like  many 
others.  It  is  sometimes  abbre- 
viated to  "Debbie”  or  “Debs" 
and  has  never  been  a Ann 
favourite:  that  is  until  I 
started  researching  the  sym- 
bolism of  honey.  Deborah  is 
so  called  because  of  the  He- 
brew word  for  bee,  dbure, 
which  originates  the 
root  dhr  meaning  ’’word". 

It  was  thought  to  be  the 
quest  of  the  to  reveal  The 
Divine  Word.  The  ’Truth. 
Honey,  miraculously  made 
by  the  bees,  si^ifies  the 
truch  because  it  needs  no 


treatment  to  transform  it 
after  collection.  This  truth, 
passed  on  through  honey, 
was  thought  to  express  itself 
through  scholarship  and  po- 
etry. Deborah  forever  after 
will  remain  "honeyed"  and 
"hallowed".  Mothers  fttim 
the  Ivory  coast  and  .^nagai 
still  rub  honey  on  the  lips  of 
new-born  babes  to  ensure 
future  happiness.  It  is  applied 
generously  to  the  paitng  ^ 
newly-weds  in  certain  East- 
ern countries  to  signify  shar- 
ing food  tt^ether  and  to  pre- 
vent the  husband  ttom  lUttng 
his  hand  to  his  wife,  except  to 
caress  her  not  just  during 
the  aptly  named  honeymoon, 
but  forever  after. 

Suieet  talk  in  Resurgence 
magazine 

Shipping  news 

THE  shipping  forecast  for 
those  connected  with  the  sea 
has,  of  course,  a far  more  cru- 
cial sign  ificance  than  the  way 
it  drifts  in  and  out  of  laniflub- 
bers’  lives  like  a comfortable 
rhythmic  litany  of  place 
names  with  bad  weather.  F’in- 
isterre.  Cromarty,  Humber 
and  Dogger  exist  for  the  most 


of  us  only  as  mysterious 
places  of  the  imagination. 
Mark  Power,  however, 
brings  a pictorial  narrative  to 
these  geographical  spaces 
with  his  portraits  of  bow  the 
weather  and  proximity  to  the 
ocean  affect  what  "onUnary 
land-boimd”  people  do. 

Power  was  partly  inspired  by 
a vivid  early  memory.  "Once, 
while  we  were  out  in  our 
home-made  dinghy,  foghorns 
sounded  across  the  mouth  of 
file  Tyne.  Later  1 would  often 
reeail  the  alarmed  look  on  my 
father's  face  when  I heard  the 
shipping  forcast.  My  dad,  in- 
cidentally,  denies  categori- 
cally that  this  ever  happend.” 
says  Power,  "rve  always  felt 
that  the  shipping  forecast  was 
particular  to  Britain  —I  was 
cau^t  up  with  the  romantic 
notions  of  our  island  status — 
so  I was  very  surprised  to 
hear  that  other  countries 
have  forecasts  which  are  alim 
utterly  meaningless,  yet  very 
comforting,  to  the  majority  of 
the  people.” 

CreatloeRevietocongratu- 
iates  Mark  Power  on  putting 
pictures  to  the  incomprehensi- 
Me  words  that  are  the  the  ^ip 
pingforecasL 


Bea-ware 

BEA’S  elemental  spells 
Each  spell  is  beautifully  de- 
signed on  8.5x  11  parchment 
and  come  in  a thTM  hole  pro- 
tective plastic  cover.  . 
Positive  Forces: 

The  Wizards  Veil  Of  Protec- 
tion Spell;  This  spell  is  done 
before  any  other  is  cast 

It  protects  the  environment 
and  caster  from  any  un- 
wanted entities  from  entering 
ftie  drcle  or  the  body  of  the 
caster. 

Love  Spell:  A spell  for  finding 
someone  to  fove  or  being 
loved. 

Soul  Mate:  This  spell  is  for 
finding  someone  that  you 
have  picked  special  sittri- 
butes  for.  Wanting  someone 
to  share  mind,  body  and  soul 
withforever.  Someone  that 
feels  that  there  is  nothing  you 
can  not  share ...  No  secrets 
at  all  between  you. 

Spiritual  Flight  With  good 
meditation,  relaxation  and 
this  ^11  there  is  no  reason 
why  anyone  can  not  enjoy  the 
power  of  spirit  flight  See  the 
world  and  travel  without 
leav^  the  comfort  of  your 
recliner. 


Negative  Forces;  As  there  are 
positive  energies  about  us  so 
are  there  negative  ones.  Sev- 
eral of  my  spells  use  these 
forces  to  achieve  their  goals. 
Extra  pracautions  sboifld.  be 
taken  in  preparation  to  cast- 
ing these  apells  and  carefrjl 
attention  i»ld  in  fi)llowlng 
the  included  Instructions. 
These  are  “justice  deliver- 
ing" type  of  spells  aimed  at 
one  that  has  done  as  injustice 
to  you.  Beware.  Do  not  cast 
tiiese  spell  in  spite  or  anger 
for  if  a person  has  not  caused 
you  an  injustice  the  spell  will 
8uriy  backfire  because  you 
will  be  causing  the  Injustice! 
Confusion  and  Disorienta- 
tion: This  speQ  will  cause  a 
person  to  become  fbi^tftil 
and  confused. 

To  1\>rment  It  will  not  injure 
the  recipient  but  it  will  cause 
unrest  and  indecision  in 
their  lives  for  a period  of 
time.  They  will  beonne  con- 
fused and  unsure  in  making 
decisions  leading  to  personal 
torment  In  tiie  way  of  r^ret 
and  self  blame,  quite  a de- 
pression builder! 

Bubble  bubble  toil  and  trour 
bison  the  internet,  withthmks 
loLlndst^Mar^iaU. 


Sound  of  music 

CAN  music  mean  some- 
thing? Does  it  describe  the 
world?  The  intimate 
t^ationship  between  music 
and  the  bodymakesitbard 
to  answer  such  questions; 
the  experience  of  music  is 
somehow  a far  more  direct 
and  unmediated  one  than 
the  visuaL  You  can  look 
away  and  you  can  close  your 
eyes,  but  you  can't  close 
your  ears. 

Sound  is  inescapable:  you 


Frieze . • • sound  principles 


feel  it  resonating  through 
your  skull,  in  the  pit  of  your 
stomach  and  in  the  air  vi- 
brating aganist  your  skin. 
Listening  to  music,  you  per- 
from  a complex  mathemati- 
cal analysis  instant^  and 
instinctively — searching 
for  resolution,  looking  for 
repetition  a$  the  rhythms 
and  frequencies  of  music  in- 
teract with  those  of  the  body 
and  brain,  modiiying  them, 
manipula  ting  them.  M u$ic  is 
a mood  altering  drug  in  a 
way  that  visual  art  isn’t, 
though  often  wants  to  be. 

The  way  memory  deals 
with  music  seems  to  be  very 
different  to  the  way  it  copes 
with  the  visual  Music  is  elu- 
sive: it  is  almost  impossible 
to  consciously  recall  an 
entire  musical  experience 
with  all  its  texture — we  are 
usually  left  with  colourless 
fragments.  As  with  memo- 
ries of  taste  and  touch,  aural 
memories  seem  to  spring  out 
in  dream  or  during  the 
strange  moments  of  lucidity 
between  sleep  and  wakeful- 
ness, but  once  Jarred  into 
me.  an  entire  state  of  mind 
IS  recreated  in  one  disorien- 
tating spasm. 


James  Roberts  on  music  as  a 
siateqfmind.fbundin  Frieze 

Revenge  Spice 

THE  Spice  Girls  brought 
their  annoying  Britpop  to  the 
United  States,  spearheaded 
^ the  hit  single  "Wannabe.” 

with  great  success  comes 
the  inevitable  backlash.  The 
example  is  the  Slap  a 
Spice  Girl  game  (www.urban- 
7S.demQn.co.ukj'splce- 
oelt.html).  In  it  the  girls  pop 


former  prime  minister  Mur- 
garet  Thatcher). 

Your  job  is  to  slap  as  many 
ofthem  within  the  allotted 
time,  all  to  the  painfully 
perky  beat  of  their  tunes 
Spice  Girls  take  cover. 

From  Neivstceek,  ideal  ifvou 
toanna  take  revenge. 

•bxkdawtoantsyxutrjetivls.  E- 
maUJadidaiwrpiardianM.uk.: 
Jax  01 71-713  4368:  write  Jack- 
daw. The  Guardian.  l/OFar- 
ringdon  Road,  London  EC  JR 
SER. 
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Big  tipple  takes  a topple 


Notebook 


Teachers  whisky  has  seen  sales 
plummet  despite  marketing  push 


JuBaFliich 


SAIjEIS  of  Teacher's 
Scotch  Whisky,  pro- 
duced by  ailing 
drinks  group  Allied 
coUapsed 
by  more  than  a Quarter  In  the 
second  half  cf  last  year.  It  was 
revealed  last  night 
Olie  massive  slide  In 
oC  one  of  the  OK’s  top  spirits 
brands  r- 26  j per  cent  ~ was 
revealed  in  a study  by  drinks 
industry  lasearch  group  Stats 
MR.  ADled  DomecQ  did  not 
dispute  the  estent  of  the  ctd> 


lapse  hot  said  it  was  the 
result  tf  a decision  to  hold  the 
price  of  Teacher’s  and  not  get 
involved  in  ttie  pre-Christmas 
discounting  war.. 

A spokesman  said:  ‘Tt  is  a 
substantial  downturn,  but  tt 
is  important  we  maintaiTi 
our  price.  Our  pi^ts  are  up- 
over  that  period.  But  obvi- 
ously we  don't  want  our  vol- 
tunes  to  be  down  over  any 
extended  period.  It  Is  a long- 
term strat^y-  -with  short-- 
term  costs." 

Nevertheless,  Teacher’s 

the  tfazrd-blgg^  DK  Scotch 
brand  — has  been  hit  yniwii 


harder  than  ^ifpected.  - One 
whisky  industry  source  said: 
Tt  Is  a staggering  huge  faH- 

It  win  Tnaan  gQ  appaUfaig-fflU 

for /^ed  Domecq  in  DK  mar-, 
'ketahare." 

Rival  inands  were  hit  far 
less  hard. ' The  Famous 
taxbuse,  moduced  by  High- 
land Disdlleries  and  the  XJR& 
top  sdler,  recorded  sales  up 
by-  iper  cent  in  the  sis 
months  to  ihe  end  of  last  year. 
WhSe  Bell's,  the  numhar  two 
brand,  produced  by  Guihn^ 
was  6 per  cent  down. 

The  sales  plunge  is  particn- 
laxly  embarrassing  for  Allied 
DomecQ-  as  the  drhiks  ffnn 
was  . attempting  to  breathe 
new  lifo  into  the  Teaidier's 
bKUid.-It  doubled  its  market- 
ing budget.for  the  Scotch  last- 


year  and  even  used  espenstve 
TV  adverts,  with  the  cai^ 
line  "measure  of  character", 
in  a bid  to  boost  sales. 

it  clearly  didn't  produce 
the  desired  eBisct-  ettlur  in 
take4iome  or  on-trade  bbIaa 
Stats  MR*s  ITgures  show 
Teacher's  take-home  ' 
were  down  nearly  29  per  cent 
— ^.compared  to  an  industry 
average  of  6.4per  cent  — 
while  sales  in  licensed  pre- 
mises dropped  by  1ft  per 
cent,  etuni^tred  to  0.8  per 
cent  industty'-wide. 

The  Allied  spokesman 
Ihe  worst  cf  the  now  ap- 
peared over,  with  the  latest 
figures  for  the  first  two 
months  of  this  year  ehovring 
only  a 5 per  owxt  foil  In  sales.' 
^xt  analysts  were  critlcid 


Allied’s  maiketing  strata 
and  said  attempts  to  pump 
more  money  into  the  brand 
looked  to  be  in  vain. 'Tt  shofws 
how  poor  ABiad  have  been  at 
managing  one  of  their  key 
brands,"  s^  one. 

The  hnge  sales  slide  is 
likely  to  increase  the  pres- 
sure on  Allied's  top  manage- 
ment Undw  chirf  esecutive, 
Tony  Hales,  the  groiv  has 
had  a for  from  successfhl  re- 
cord — with  some  blunders 
down  to  bad  management  and 
some  simple  bad  ludE. 

The  unsuccessful  Carlsberg 
Tettey  Jolitt  brewing  venture 
had  to  be  sold  oS:  the 

company  was  hit  by  the  ef- 
fects of  destocking  in  the  US. 
Allied  also'  poured  mnunna 
into  Mexico  just  before  the 


country's  pasldent  was  as- 
sassinated and  it  went 
-throngh  a currencT  Crists. 

Investors  h^  hoped  new 
Sir  Christopher 
Hogg  would  come  up  with 
grand  plan  to  revitalise  the 
bushiess,  but  so  they  have 
been  dis^pointed. 

Allied's  topselling  drinks 
brand  worldwide  is  Ballan- 
tine's  Scotch,  other  names  it 
produces  include  Courvoisier 
cc^nac.  Beefeater  gin.  Fresi- 
dente  brandy,  Maker's  Miark 
bourbon,  Club  and 

Kahlua  coffiae  liqueur. 

It  also  has  .la^  retailing 
Interests  -with  names  like 
Dunkin’  Donuts,  The  '\Tctoria 
Wine  Cmnpany.  Baskin  Rob- 
bins ice  cream  parloarsi.  Big 
Steak  and  Firkin  pubs. 


Pioneering  store 
hits  rivals  for  six 


Edited  by 
Mark  Milner 


Surging 
sales  keep 


top  spot 


Roger  Cowe 


TBSCO  has  extended 
its  lead^hip  c£  Brit- 
ain’s supermarket  in- 
dustry and  yesterday 
added  to  pressure  on  second- 
placed  Sainsbury  with  news 
of  surging  sales  and  a 10  per 
cent  rise  In  profits. 

Profits  hit  £750  million,  but 
Che  rise  masked  lower  mar- 
gins from  reduced  prices, 
spending  on  customer,  service 
and  the  Clubcard  loyalty 
scheme.  Chalnnan  Lord  Mac- 
Laurin.  who  will  step  down  in 
June,  said:  "Our  results 
reflect  our  policy  of  respond- 
ing to  customers’  needs  and 
oflering  them  a combinaticm 
(d*  extremely  keen  prices  and 
first-class  savice." 

The  group’s  sales  reached 
neariy  £15  bilJicm.  belp^  by 
expansion  on  the  cmxtinent 
and  in  the  UK.  Excluding 
new  selling  space,  sales  voL- 
umes  grew  by  4.5  per  cent, 
putting  Tesco  well  ahead  of 
the  industry  average. 

With  prices  edging  up  by  3 
per  cent,  and  5 per  cent  extra 
sales  from  new  stores,  total 
sales  grew  by  one-eighth, 
pushing  ig>  the  group’s  mar- 
ket share  to  14A  per  cent 
Sainsbury.  edged  into 
second  place  two  years  ago, 
has  a share  of  12  per  cent  It 
warned  in  January  fiiat  prof-* 
Its  would  be  lower  this  year. 

Tesco  has  used  the  market 
power  from  hijdxer  sales  to 
put  price  pressure  on  rivals, 
with  last  autumn's  Unbeat- 
able Value  MTwpaign  and  the 
discounts  from  its  Clubcard 
loyalty  scheme.  Last  year’s 
petrol  price  war,  initiated  by 
Bsso,  also  sliced  0.3  percent- 
age points  off  profit  margins. 

Tesco’s  new  dhtef  execu- 
tive, Terry  Leahy,  who 
stepped  up  in  February,  said 
jmdU  margins  were  now  ex- 
pected to  stabilise,  following 


an  easing  of  competitioD  on 
petrol  and  more  fevourable 
food  cost  movements. 

He  said  UK  store  expansion 
would  contiirae  at  about 
600,000  sg  ft  a year,  around  4 
Ptf  cent  of  currmit  MUing 
space.  This  year  26  new  stores 
are  expected  to  open.  Diffi- 
culty in  ohfalning  planning 
permission  win  restrict  new 
superstores  to  nine,  but  Tesco 
plans  12  smaller  super 
markets,  as  well  as  foor 
Metro  city-centre  and 

seven  Express  petrol  staticHis. 

Elsewhere,  the  group  is 
awaiting  clearance  for  the 
£630  mtHion  aoguisitmi  <£ 
supermarket  rhaina  in  Ire- 
land, annmmnprt  last  mODt^ 
vdiBe  pushing  ahead  wi-th  ez- 
pansimi  In  central  Europe. 

■Saipfi  in  Hungary,  Poland 
and  the  Czech  and  Slovak 
republics  reached  £191  nul- 
Uon  last  year,  producing  jnxif- 
its  of  almost  £4  million.  The 
group's  FTmich  acquisition, 
Catbean.  cmittames  to  be  dis- 
appointing. Its  profits  grew 
riightly  to  £11  million  from 
sales  of  £573 million. 

Tesco  is  also  mov^ 
gressively  into  financial  ser- 
vi^  through  a recently-an- 
noiuimed  joint  venture  with 
Ro^  Bank  of  Scotland.  A 
Clubcard  credit  card  wffl  be 
launched  in  June,  vriuch  will 
eaxn  holders  discount  points 

nw  All  apprising. 

The  Joint  venture  will  also 
aim  to  stimulate  use  of  the 
Clubmiril.  savings  account, 
Trtiich  has  less  than  200,000 
holders,  and  will  move  Into 
other  finanriai  services,  ex- 
perimenting with  branches  in 
Te^  stores.  There  are  now 
9^  mminn  holders  of  the 
Clubcard.  with  60,000  new  ap- 
plies^ a week.  Mr  Leahy 


said  yesterday  that  the  com- 
pany was  now  using  informa- 
tion generated  by  card  use  to 
target  marketing  and  stimu- 
late shopping  in  the  stores. 
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Cellnet  in  £57m  deal  with 
Dixons  for  40pc  stake  in  Link 


RsgarCovM- 


DCCONS  has  sold  40  per 
cent  of  lie  Link  conununi- 
ations  chain,  to  the  mobile 
Aqwa  company  C^Qiut  in  a 
ucrative  deal  which  could 
let  the  electrical  retailer 
STmUinn  over  five  years.  * 
The  de^  of  the  con- 
lolidation  of  the  mobile 
ihowA  ftdloWS  VOOS- 

ihone'is  acquisition  of  several 
ettilers  in  Mcenl  months. 

Sir  Stanley  K”hns,  ebair- 
oan  of -the  Dixons  grotqi 
irhleh  dso  Includes  Currys 
iDd  PC  Worid.  said:  "We  be- 
levo  the.  Investment  by  C^* 
let  Is  an  interostlng  opportu- 
il^  wid-wiB  aM  the  Link  in 
t$  ambltl^  growth  plans." 


■ A spokesman  for  Dixons 
said  the  Cellnet  ofifer  repre- 
sented excdlent  value  and 
hdped  to  underpin  expansion 
oftheLinknetworic. 

There  are  currently  88 
stwee*  setUx^  a range  of  comr 
winpIraHons  pTOdUCtS  lOdUld- 

log  pboneSr  foxes,  modems, 
pagers  an4  British  Tdecom 
se^ces.  Dixons  plans  to  ex- 
pand the  chain  to  aoo  over  the 
next  three  years,  creating  7SD 
jobs.  . 

ripBriftt  — a Joint  venture 
between  BT  smdthe  security 
company  Securicor  — has 
twin  An  Initial  £3S  million  and 
will  make  further  payments 
over  the  next  live  years  deter- 
mined by  the  profitability  of 
the  Link,  which  was  estab- 
lished two  years  ago. 


Ralph 
Lauren 
adds  to 
market 
glamour 


TomrHay 


POLO  Ralph  Lauren 
yesterday  joined  fhe 
msb  by  the  wwld^ 
top  des^er  clothes  firms 
to  seek  a stock  maAet 
flotation. 

Its  decision  to  raise 
3600m  (870.3  million)  on 
Wall  Street  comes  18 
months  after  tiie  trtom- 
phant  flotatiott  of  Gnedu 
whose  shares  have  subse- 
quently trebled  In  value. 

Only-  last  month,  there 
was  a rush  to  take  ^rt  in  a 
pnbiic  oShrinc  by  Adolfo 
Dominguez,  the  SEiianlali  de- 
signer. Hie  flotation  of  his 
company  in  Madrid  was  50 
times  oversubscribed. 

But  there  has  been  one 
setback.  Shares  in  the  com- 
pany owned  by  Donna 
ggraw,  the  US  foshlon  de- 
signer, have  halved  in 
value  flrom  last  July’s  issue 
price  over  concern  about 
cost  controls  — tradition- 
ally not  a strong  point  in 
the  fhshion  bnaness. 

Nevertheless,  this  is  nn- 
lUdey  to  deter  others  such 
as  rwaiwii  Versace  and  Va- 
lentino, whiefo  are  consld- 
eriiv  flotatiLons. 

Investment  bankers  tra- 
ditionally distrust  creative 
“people  business”  like 
foshion  houses  which  can 
wiiiapua  at  public  whim  or 
shift  In  the  economic  tide. 
But  woridwide  sales  of  lux- 
ury goods  are  soaring  and 
the  bankers  are  getting  a 
taste  fin:  glamour  stocks. 

Ralph  Lauren,  who  has 
built  his  success  cm  ihe 
*ifcvffBiy  college"  look  fbr 


men,  his  range  of  peifUmes 
and  his  haute  couture 
dresscB,  founded  his  bnsi- 
neas  in  New  Ycuk  in  the 
late  19W8.  He  win  retain 
control  of  his  company 
after  a piddie  offering  of  an 
number  of 
Class  A common  shares. 
The  Lauren  family  will 
retain  B shares  udiich  win 
have  10  votes  each. 


The  company,  which  had 
income  before  tax  of 
$102  million  on  sales  of 
3862.5  million  in  the  nine 
Tpftnfha  to  December  28, 
wiU  use  the  cash  to  repay 
debt  and  a specdal  dividend. 

Valentino,  whose  clients 
include  Elizabeth  Taylor 
and  Sharem  Stone,  has  con- 
firmed that  it  is  InvestUiat- 
ing  dlffermxt  options,  in- 


Halifax  offers  free  share-sale  deal 


John  givens  reports  on  a tempting 
option  for  building  society’s  mend>ers 


The  Halifax  Building 
Society  is  offering  its 
Szoillion  members,  due 
to  receive  shares  when  It 
in  June,  the  chance  to 
them  free  Mehai^ 
Customers  looking  for  a 
quick  profit  have  10  days 
from  the  date  dealix^  in  the 
new  Halifox  Pic  begin,  to  sdl 
their  shares  through  the 
company’s  share-dealise  ser- 
vice without  cost 
After  this,  a charge  of 
0.5  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the 
shares  wiU  be  levied,  subject 
to  a minimum  of  E7.50. 

Details  of  the  fee-free  deal 


are  included  In  an  “educa- 
tion" pack  being  sent  to  all' 
digibte  membezs  in  the  amrt 
10  days,  outlinii^  the  three 
options  WaVifav  says  share- 
holders will  have. 

Halifax  expects  up  to  20  per 
cent  of  people  receiving 
shares  to  seU  them  within 
days  of  the  company’s 
flotation. 

However,  it  is  offering 
those  who  hold  on  to  the 
sbe^  the  to  invest 

them  in  its  single  company 
P^.  or  keep  them  in  a special 
shareholder  nominee  ac- 
count until  tiiey  decide  to 


sell.  This  means  investors  do 
not  receive  a share  certifi- 
cate but  have  the  same  voting 
rfohts  as  other  shareholders. 

P&jBie  taking  the  special 
account  option  can  hold  Hali- 
fax shares  free  of  chaige  for  a 
guaranteed  period  of  three 
years,  although  a Halifax 
spokeswoman  said  there  are 
no  pfou  to  start  charging 
after  Qiis  term. 

Shareholder  Aceoimt  cus- 
tomers can  also  use  the  ac- 
count to  buy  and  sell  Halifox 
shar^  although  the  compa- 
ny's normal  share  dealing 
charges  will  apply. 

Investors  choosing  the 
Sin^  company  Pep  can  put 
any  fi:ee  Halifax  shares  they 
receive  as  part  of  the  soci- 
ety's demutualisation  into 


the  fond,  in  addition  to  the 
£3,000  annual  limit  everyone 

is  allowed  to  invest  in  the 
scheme. 

The  advantage  of  this  is 
that  ail  profits  and  dividends 
generated  by  fhe  shares  come 
free  of  tax. 

However,  Hhlifox  has  not 
yet  said  what  the  charges  for 
Pep  investors  will  be  and  ex- 
pe^  to  announce  detafls  In 
the  next  two  weeks. 

exact  date  of  the  June 
flotation  and  the  price  of  the 
shares  have  still  to  be 
finalised. 

City  experts,  however,  are 
predicting  that  each  share 
will  be  worth  between  £3.90 
and  £A50  on  the  day  of  the 
Halifax’s  stock  market 
listing. 


I ORD  MacLaurin  will 
I step  down  from  the  Tesco 
I rlnirinafewwedBwtth 
the  aim  of  turning  tiie  Eng- 
land cricket  team  into  as  fero- 
cious a fighting  fiuice  as  the 
supermarket  group  he  is  leav- 
ing bdimd. 

That  win  be  a tough  task. 
About  the  only  hope  for  com- 
petitors such  as  Sainsbury  is 
that  the  departure  c^-  the 
nhairman  and  hla  long-Stand- 
ing  number  two,  David  Mal- 
pas,  will  undermine  Teseo’s 
current  dominance  over  the 
sector. 

Short  of  that,  the  company 
which  was  trailing  Sainsbury 
just  a few  years  rrmn*? 
likely  to  emtinue  to  plough 
ahead.  Everything  it  does 
seems  to  emphasise  its 
greater  confidence  and  com 
petenre  compared  with  its 
arcb-rivaL 

TTie  recent  move  into  Ire- 
land. buying  three 
from  Associated  British 
Poods,  put  Sainsbury’s  tenta- 
tive opening  pre^ramme  in 
tbe  north  in  the  shade.  That 
gfiMmfrunn  acquisition  wDl 
add  to  Thsco’s  absolute  lead 
in  terms  at  sales,  which  is 
reckoned  by  most  observers 
to  translate  directly  into 
higher  profit  margins  be- 
cause of  the  many  economies 
of  scale. 

Tesco  continues  to  use  that 
advantage  to  punish  its 
smaller  rivals  by  pressing 
down  on  prices,  forcing  thwin 
to  follow  suit  or  stand 
accused  of  being  more 
expensive. 

Cmnpetitors  are  also  on  the 
rack  as  Tesco  powers  ahead 
with  its  Clubcard  loyalty 
scheme.  As  test  as  the  other 
SQpermarket  leaders  attempt 
to  catch  up.  Tesco  keeps  mov- 
ing ahead,  capitalisii^  on  tbe 
feet  that  it  was  first  into  the 
market  with  the  loyalty  card. 

It  would  be  fixdJsh  to  sug- 
gest that  Tesco  cannot  put  a 
foot  wrong.  RetaOing  changes 
swiftly,  and  one  false  move 
could  give  hope  to  Sainsbury, 
but  Lord  MacLaurin  is  be- 
queathiig  his  successor  a 
team  as  strong  as  his  cricket 
inheritance  is  weak. 


Dressed  fbr  a kallxng ...  a halter  neck  dress  created  by  Ralph  Lauren  (top,  left)  who  is  the 
latest  designer  to  fake  the  catwalk  to  flotation  photograph:  tmcia  helper 


Wish  list 

As  a wish  list  it  is  hard  to 
fault  the  25  "core”  prin- 
ciples of  banking  super- 
vision published  by  the  Bank 
for  International  Settlements 
today.  Its  recommendations, 
drawn  up  in  consultation 
with  banking  supervisors 
from  15  emerging  market 
countries,  cover  areas  rang- 
ing from  capital  adequacy 
through  owners!^  and  risk 
assessment  to  relations  with 
other  supervisors. 

As  the  BIS  acknowledges, 
however,  efficient  supervi- 
sion is  not,  by  itself,  sufficient 
to  ensure  global  banking  is  a 
safer  place.  Indeed  the  BIS 
paper  lists  five  preconditions: 


sound  econo&iic  policies,  well 
developed  public  infrastruc- 
ture, ^fectxve  market  disci- 
pline, procedures  for  sblvii^ 
problems  In  banks  and, 
finally,  if  ftte  worst  comes  to 
tbe  some  sort  (tf  safety 

net.  Fbr  quite  a few  anerging 
market  eamomies  those  are 
quite  some  precemditions. 

There  are  problems  too  at 
the  micro-lev^  R^ulation  is 
not  just  a fimetion  of  the 
rules,  but  ot  those  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  car- 
rying them  out.  Countries 
making  the  transition  from 
centrally  planned  resource  al- 
location to  commercial  bank- 
ing do  not  exacUy  have  an 
oversupply  of  those  able  to  as- 
sess risk  at  an  operating 
leveL  Yet  any  effective  regula- 
tory regime  needs  more  than 
a leavmiing  of  staff  with  prac- 
tical experience  ot  the  opera- 
tions th^  supmvise. 

That,  of  course,  is  no  reason 
for  the  BIS  to  sit  on  its 
and  it  is  right  not  to  have 
done  so.  If  the  hanittng  indus- 
tries in  some  emerging  ma]> 
kec  countries  lack  the  means 
to  meet  the  BIS  core  standard, 
others  do  not  As  it  turns  out 
its  basic  supervisors’  mawigi 
however,  there  will  be  those 
who  wfll  hope  fhe  BIS  shows 
equal  energy  in  addressing 
other  problems;  not  least  the 
use  intemri  models  to 
allow  a more  flexible  ap- 
proach to  capital  adequacy. 


Starting  to  work 

IT  is  barely  more  than  a 
glmuner  bto  there  does  ai^ 
pear  to  be  li^t  appearing 
at  the  end  of  the  tunnel  as  fer 
as  Germany's  jobs  market  is 
concerned.  Unemployment 
fas  last  month  tbr  the  Srri 
time  in  a year,  by  195,000  but 
just  1S.000  on  a seasonally  ad- 
justed basis.  The  implications 
for  Germany’s  finanraa  are 
obvious.  Long  dole  queues 
TTiAflTi  tiig^pr  payments  M un- 
employment benefits  and 
lower  tax  receipts. 

•German  nfflrtal?:  are  put- 
ting  the  best  ^oss  <m  evai^ 
inKisting  that  the  government 
will  still  be  able  to  get  the  def- 
icit down  to  3 per  cent  ot 
gross  domestic  product  by  the 
end  of  the  year  in  cerder  to 
meet  tbe  Maastricht  single 
currency  criteria. 

The  crunch  win  come  next 
month  whim  B<xm  adds  up 
tbe  tax  take  during  the  first 
six  memtbs  of  the  year.  If  fhe 
fteureslookbad.tlientbegov- 
enunent  will  be  forced  to  look 
for  Amher  spending  cuts. 

In  an  odd  way  Bonn’s  insis- 
tence that  Germany  trill 
able  to  sign  up  for  mmetary 
union  actually  improves  its, 
admittedly  slim  ntianrc  gf 
doing  so,  without  having  to 
resort  to  gnftgntng  the  Maas- 
tricht critmia. 

The  more  financial  markets 
accept  Bonn’s  insistance  that 

rntmetary  iiwiftn  i^n] 

as  idanned,  the  more  the 
mark  Is  lik^  to  ease  against 
the  corrarcies  of  Germany's 
trading  rivals.  That  will  help 
Germany's  avp^rtoi-g  whidb 
in  tuni  will  help  drive  the 
economy  forwru-ds,  easing 
pressure  on  tbe  public  purse. 
Conversely,  the  less  the  mar- 
kets bhlieve  in  EMU,  the  more 
the  mark  is  lik^  to  appreci- 
ate — mafcing  life  tougber  for 
exporters  and  for  the  coun- 
ties bc^es  of  signing  up  for 
the  sin^  currency. 


clnffiog  a stock  market  fle^ 
tatlon.  Its  turnover  is  for^ 
cast  to  top  31  blllicm  tiiiw 
year. 

Gianni  'Vwrsace,  who  de- 
sired "the  dress"  worn  by 
Elisabeth  Hurley,  was 
founded  in  MHm  in  1976 
and  has  since  expanded  with 
store  rfifliwe  and  cheiqier 
ranges.  Tomover  for  1996  is 
estimated  at  31  blUiem. 


Weather  eases  Germany’s 
unemployment  crisis 


Denis  Staunton  In  Berlin 


German  unemploy- 
ment fen  subtly  last 
month  for  the  first  time 
since  September  last  year,  ac- 
cording to  officiri  figures 
released  yesterday.  The  un- 
employment rate  fen  from 
12.2  per  cent  to  1L7  per  cent, 
bub  the  latest  jobless  total  of 
million  is  the  hipest 
March  j^ure  since  before  the 
second  worid  war. 

A third  of  a xniUicm  more 

(Jermans  are  out  of  work  now 

than  at  this  time  last  year  and 
fhe  latest  fen  in  unemploy- 
ment Is  due  mainly  to  an  im- 
provemoit  in  the  weather, 
which  has  bron^t  construo 
tion  workers  back  to  work, 
though  almost  entirely  in 
struggling  east  Germany. 

Labour  Office  president 
Bernhard  Jagoda  admitted 
that  tha  labouT  market  hart 
not  Improved  significantly. 


but  he  claimed  Germany 
could  stfll  achieve  an  average 
jobless  figure  of  4£  million 
fbr  1997.  This  is  the  highest 
level  the  country's  public  fi- 
nances can  afford  if  Bonn  is 
to  reach  the  3 per  cent  butfoet 
deficit  target  laid  down  for 
entry  to  and  mone- 

tary nnitm. 

Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl’s 
decision  to  seek  a fifth  term 
in  office  is  a sign  that  his  gov- 
ernment believes  it  can  con- 
quer (Sennany's  economic  dif« 
ficulties  In  time  for  the 
elections  at  the  end  of  neact 
year. 

The  drop  in  the  number  of 
jobless  had  little  impact  on' 
the  foreign  pmhengpn  where 
the  mark  remained  steady.  T 
don’t  think  the  hlg  picture 
was  affheted  by  the  jobi^ 
data.  It  just  shofws  Gennan 
labour  in  the  same  state  as  in 
January."  Julian  Jessop. 
chief  economist  at  Nikko 
Europe..8aid. 


TOURIST  RA'reS  — BANK  SELLS 


AustrsHa  2.033 
Austria  i9.oa 
Belgium  55.M 
Canada 
Cyprus  0.603 
Denmark  10295 
Finland  B.17 


France  9.106 
Garmany  2.71 
Greece  428.50 
Hong  Kong  1Z25 
India  ssrts 
Ireland  ini8 
Israel  551 


Italy  2.686 
kUltaOJSB 
Netherlands  8087 
New  Zealand  g 
Homray  lin49 
Portugal  27126 
Saudf  Arabia  6.00 


Sbigapeie  22M  . 
SouBiAMa7S0 
Spain  227.50 
Sweden  1227 
SwIlzeitaiKi  22a 
Turkey  204,200 

USA  1.5915 


Suppitad  tff  NaAVeal  Bank  (imcMifle  Aitfan  nppa  and  teraotf 
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Racing 


London  Marathon 


RSPCA 

defend 

Aintree 

safety 


Chris  Hawkins  on 

concerns  after  two 
deaths  in  National 


TWO  FATALITIES  In  L-.^ 

Monday's  Martell  »; 

Grand  National  will 
have  done  little  to  appease 
the  animal  rl^ts  fisctlon. 

Bnt  any  reawakening  of  the 
chorus  calling  for  the  race 
to  be  banned  would  elicit 
little  sympathy  firom  Be» 
nard  Iton^an,  eqoine  con- 
sultant to  the  Et^CA. 

Donigan  believes  the 
overall  record  of  nine 
deaths  in  the  Aintree  race  ^ 
since  1980  is  tolerable  and 
fears  the  ramifications  if  ■ 
the  vociferous  minority  ^ 
have  their  way.  ■ 

*^Over  the  years  there  f 
have  been  radical  improve- 
ments  at  Aintree  and  to  the 
race  which  have  made  It  a 
lot  safer,"  he  said. 

"As  well  as  tightening  np 
fim  qnaliflcatioas  and  mak- 
ing the  fences  easier,  there 
are  seven  veterinary  offi- 
cers in  attendance,  two 
State-of-the-art  horse  ambn- 
lances  and  the  Leahoxst 

equine  hospital  on  The  Wir-  

Homethehero...I«rdGynEneiscteirlytagood8liapeasaflmSriiistraimrSte«B™tetawlooks(matllisSl«wsbiu7Slab^ 


PHOTO:  JULIAN  tURSmT 


makes  Aintree  an  ideal  Home  urn  nero...j.«raiTyumemia«u:iym*uuu««iMv« 

**'“Sit*w«e'KDedwhatI  age  of  them  being  put  | the  casualty  rate. ‘To  r^ 
fear  is  that  it  would  move  down.  I a horse  must  now  be  raiM  a 


a horse  must  now  be  rated  a I Nation^  as  a race  fer  regn- 


Teoide  tend  to  see  the  1 and  tniners,  as  horses  in  iXord  Gyll^ 


to  Prance  or  elsewhere  on  “My  concmn  is  file  wel-  minimum  of  110  while  a eaxna^  ^ .8^ 

mental  to  the  horse.  to  Aintree  or  jumping  pen.  For  instance  on  Mem-  pablic  affeirs  at  Che  Jockey  1 ner  in  the  race  before^  fiie  1.  ran  ^ backed  at  20-1  wiCh 

“Of  course  some  go  for-  would  be  a disservice  to  the  day  Straight  Talk  took  a Club.  1 NationaL  w^t  mwn  with  a ) Com.  • . _ 


an  a^tated  state  tend  to  eat  torms  with  himsdf  at  Steve 
their  beddh^  in  thic  case  Brookshaw's  Shrewsbury 


t-Mnga  oat  of  propmtlon  1 paper  and  shavhigs,  which  .(  yard  yesterSay 


can  canse  a twisted  gut  and 
, colic. 


Bis  tradntaig  schedule  will ' 
be  geared  towards  Aintree 


NationaL  went  down  with  a GoraL 


fixer  awri  say  all  Jump  rac-  horse  population." 
ing  should  be  stopped.  But  Charles  Barnett,  clerk  of 
what  would  happen  then?  the  course  at  Aintree, 
You  Ve  got  something  in  the  r^iarded  Monday’s  deaths 
region  of  10,000  animals  as  a tragedy  but  is  insistent 


bred  to  do  a certain  Job. 


horse  popolatiOD."  li^t  fell  bnt  sadly  broke  a An  illustration  of  the  con- 

Charles  Barnett,  clerk  of  leg  while  in  last  year's  race  cem  over  horse  welfere 
the  course  at  Aintree,  a horse  sUpped  up  on  the  came  on  Saturday  after  the 
Hoarded  Monday’s  deaths  flat  and  was  kUled."  bomb  clearance.  Horses 

as  a tragedy  but  is  insistent  Of  course  racl^  is  cm-  were  sent  back  to  the  race- 
tbat  the  revamping  of  the  sedous  of  its  public  image  course  stables  and  left 


AnlUnstrationofthecon-  had  attack  but  within  50  “He’s  walking  around 


minutes  was  in  the  Lea-  and  very  happy  with  Idmr 
hnrst  hospital  and  was  sue-  self^**  reported  Brooksbaw. 


Only  a few  of  them  could  do  fences  and  f^tenl^  of  the  these  days  and  the  Jo(A:ey  unattended. 


bomb  clearance.  Horses  e*«gftiity  operated  m'.  Ye&  “1  would  think  that  'will  be 
were  sent  back  to  the  race-  terday  he  was  ont  piddng  it  for  the  season.  He  was 
course  stables  and  left  grass  at  Geoige  Moore’s  entered  for  the  Scottish 

Middlebam  stsbles.  Nathmal  but  that  was  only 


something  else  and  you’d  qualincations  for  both  Club  has  done  much  to 
end  up  with  a huge  percent-  horses  and  riders  has  cut  make  the  sport  safer. 


The  dangers  of  t'hig  were 
pointed  oat  by  many  lads 


Meanwhile,  runaway  a contbagency  plan  if  any- 
Grand  National  winner  thing  went  wrong." 


A spokesman  for  the  Metio- 
p%ifhm  Police  said:  “Ohvi* 
ously  we  nevei"  discuss  secu- 
rity because  that  would 
Ttegate  iL ' But.  we’ve  had  a 
year  to  pi*"  forthe  Marathon. 
and  we  prepare  for  every  con- 
tingeiKy.  We  win  do  what- 
ever Is  necessary  to  maintain 
public  order  and  safety.” 

. But  the  resources  of  the 
poUce'may  be  stretched  to  the 
limit  because  the  Marathon, 
which  starts  at  Sam.  clashes 
with  Oielsea’s  FA  Cup  semi- 
fTTifl)  ygainst  wimbledon  and 
an.  Aslan  arts  festival  in  Sou- 
thall which-is  expected  to  at- 
tract lOQJxn  visitors. 

Privately,  Marathon  offi- 
cials are  furious  that  the 
Foothan  Association  did  not 
consult  the  Metropolitan 
Pidlce's  public  ordm*.  branch 
b^bre  alfowtng  the  Highbury 
match  a nom  klcfc-ofE.  The 
closire  of  major  roads  in  the 
capital-may  cause  a transport 
headache  for  Chelsea  and 
Wimbledon  fans  travelling 
across  Lmdon. 

Meanwh^  the  British  Ath- 
letic Federation  may  fece  a 
headache  of  its  own  after  Sun- 
day’s race.  It  most  find  six 
men  women  to  represent 
Britidn  in  the  World  Chanq)!- 
ftwahips  in  Athens  in  Augi^ 
an  ercsit  which  will  inoorpo- 
late  the  World  Cup  cmnpetl- 
tion  fbr  the  first  time.  But,  of 
, Britain's  four  leading  male 
marathon  runners,  all  but  the 
• presdected  XUebard  Nerur- 
> kar  haro  totally  ruled  out  the 
i possibility  of  running  in 
e Greeceu^ul  Evans,  Eamonn 
e Martin  mid  Gary  Staines  said 
they  would  not  be  intetested 
e-  because  of  the  heat  and 
le  poHutioa. 

re  “Championship  marathons 
se  are  being  threatened  by  the 
at  venues  they  are  put  In,"  said 
to  David  Bedford,  the  London 
to  • Marathon  international  race 
Ml  co-ordinator.  “If  the  condi- 
st  tions  were  right,  I believe 
le-  people  would  run  at  the  cham- 
pionships for  no  money.” 


Ripon  card  with  form  guide  for  the  Jackpot 


I Chepstow  (N.H.) 


II  Ludlow  (N.H.) 


CmSHAflRMS 

TOPFORM 

2.00 

2^30 

3.00 

3.aQ'. 

4.00 

4.30 

sxn 

BmakUw  Rides 

UoMKr 

BDm 

nadeChoreh 
. UienwAnoa 

GanbOng  Royal  (idi> 
‘naonrlklda 

BnakUnlUM 

Eonoo 

SDob 

BlKkChwcti 
Ibens  Aiaoa  Vm) 

rMh'sGamie 

knpartaIVkilage 

FasUeoM 

SmiinPaM 

flntOnck 

FaKPdMar 

NamOfOirFsillMr 


Tornmia 


FanlaiCoart 
InpoUVIntagB 
PlpWsRock 
Shuwi  Pirn 
RWGfwk  • 
WMIIialaa 
lucky  Areher 


L6ft4aiiL  uvUalIng  cxMse  wVi  51  home  skaW  and  250yds  run-ti 
Going:  nm.  Good  to  firm  h pb»s.  * Denotes  httas. 

Loog  dsIrnM  Iraeeleim  ^00  Hever  Go»  Dtamond.  J Beat  tort  1 67  0*8.  lA)  B Doi  M 
Ryw  & S.(n  Biknw  jBim  Beny,  Namnmket  164  miBS. 

BMmd  fM  tfHR  4.00  NtosydoiVL  430  Soncmq^ 

Rgmw  to  braitato  atw  home's  lame  dnuie  daya  elnce  ha  M(  Qufing 


4 /hABEAfilfS  NOVICE  HJRDLE 

4SBlA#2m  HOyds  £2,808  (9  declar 


llghi  im-hond  nek  nilh  ZSOydG  rurt-n 

Going:  Gnto  to  Itoa.  (ton  to  places.  * Denotes  btnkas 

long dWwwkawlhn*. 320 VfelAmied,JJO'tek(kintfta  195 owes  220Rijlh'a 
Qarale,  Ms  I JmnI,  Kent  t93mNes. 

Sawn  dw  wliinrs:  Whnars  to  the  hsl  sown  lachg  d3)B)  420  ^ilawesl 

BMgmlflmfew2.20BaldCiarlte.5cudeFi3rK8. 

Rginw  n Inattb  alW  horn's  name  denote  days  stoD9  liBi  m outing. 


JrV2m  110yds  £2,808  @ dedarad) 

1IB221  JkBiaui(t2n|D)Pllla«« 5-11-12 J PTH^ 

octis  smk  xht  u«  pa  m nfir  s<ii-i2 A f uoev 

m BKten^pen^-tounB-ivo — — ahomm 

P OoM  Oanr  0^.  Wts  S-11-0 

lOSOOIliivGdlDknail  (91 QJBM  4-11-0 ....  Hr  IP  nMh  m 

30221  KhnNeah(inPBMUi4-11-a  A llqiuaH 

0 itoMtIOHB  U attnato  T-tO-O  — ■ Mni  (T) 

■ugWOHMir-lO-O — 9 Malm 


A AACAYWUMSaLJNG  HANDICAP  HURUE 

4h9A  W 2m  £2,024  n 3 dedared) 


C\F2m£2,024  nsdedared) 

iKsaBP  wdtoida  nm  j i nok  r-u-io - 

65US3S  FMmcii^mmP£«e-it-B 


65US3S  FMmCMt{119mP5«5-1t-B T J Ik^ 

CNoMdi  P PifeMd  10-11-0 - Dr  P MUM 

423020  OMNI  «Bto  A Cmd  12-11-0 M AMdtp) 


IT  Ituaw  ns  tan  4-10-0  - Ur  A tOulw  Jwua 

(l-2taiiTtones.2 1 KmoKcuii.  101  mBtoi.20-1  HaMradDtomd&l  Mgto; 
nafta.soiSMBgg 


(Of) Ms LJm 0-11-4 XMnap)* 

OHDRSn  6-11-3 ■ 


2 OAANVL  NOVICE  HANDIGAP  CHASE 
■ VW2in  sr  11  Oyds  £3, 1 62  (7  dedared) 


oafiPCMm  PI  URm  15-11-10 

ssnrfi-  eMiS>MMiisLSto»  10-11-2 — 

6«4n  ftateRtaMfiHeMn-iH 

DSM65  JWMfOQ  OR  A eianr  9-10-10 

441M3(llflgMfhWffliAMn»g»9^10-9 

PSSSFFHMAPMuyS-lIM 

(H^MSUienDMBKO-fOJ 


SriOog  n-nilMa  5-1  MSM||.frl  Nj^lFknqr.  M JBltaLSli 
14-1  unSiBBni 


ilFMcCqp* 

:r=:;-!aS 

.......  A IkenlM 

JAIMiriy 

— FOfekn* 

_ M'S  Dead  (1) 
LlO-lMglta. 


0 02P451  oMMam^nssoew^ii-i - -.iHootaMi 

6 tBlOt? MPs MaUiMnm Ms Ljm 0-11-4 XMuap)* 

7 OfflMS  toMtaMbm^aupnan 6-11-3 ■l.-ntaoMn 

1 IKMOO  IMIWTbagnACndO-il-l.  — DMWi 

• OMOB  IhpMiMnnC&naS-ll-J - r Miritfii 

10  ' .UDOSM  taOm  Rita  ^11-0 - VSMMy* 

11  tf4l0306taditai»fl9)PIWBB7-KI-5 -..Stav 

12  004006  OflM  MOW:  mi  PBCMI 6-10-0 - —IJtata 

a P-PDOaOBeM CMOS (INSHta 6-10-0  NMun* 

MOM  3-1  lua  taM.  7-2  BttA  e-t  taM  tkut  S- 1 Midtai  10-1  Man  Hfe  seat  Chan 
tag:  M-fi^atiMautMta 


o tMBmVfmtlMDttAPCMSE 

man9M7m  4f  £3.388  M detiaretS 


Vn\/W2nT4f  llOvds  £3.534  M dodor 


iwV2in  4f  £3.388  (4  dec^ 

im  !Milfa(jJCTJ9wni  IM34fo( 

iSm  SSSS  SfSSJi  W-W  Nss  vtmai  WNaoa  7-ji-io 

442U31  FkmEfc  (11)  (CD)  RttaHB  10-10-0  ....  — 

O-flPSffi  PutaVt Mi W 1 wSlMW) : .7 

64  luta  VkMB.  7-4  ita  Ita  1 1 -4  FmKK  W- 1 tadon  Pm 


S v wwtamOgO'Jr-AKatan 4-10-0  ■■  JStali 

S'  “if?  s-vii  — . . 91^ 

a*r-  iS.w:  PWatai(l3| , • ricsSMO 0 Tnm  n 

SBi:-.  ! ctiwuiipn mm  w m u catao 4-»ii»-ff«  i TMmrn 

sk:'  taBiuaraD)'i oihua 

207i!f>  StaprOuatlSaiOlw:^ V9-7  . ... — .lm9Min 

2D6'.'-.> PB&4TWsiK3)».:um4.^.._ Ctap  Mnb 

ag."  JFuton* 

£10':  CA'-4.  ftart|l3|(  l-inr,  ..  . J Itata 

211  .''S:'':'.' Tagib|(i3)(D|  :.'-:.Tjm4-6-13 J CneO  * 

212  ii."  C '.w-  tfsfe0miMe%';*4<^i] H talH 

^to-ni.taH6*|  >jro,*-8-l2 mn  Brinini 

2i4i.v  _.M.-  nsAUt Geese ».'«<. v e-6-1 1 

£15  ■■■•  Citi  ' PtaalfeHtthUi.-.-vi«!t>j:-il  „ g gmtmtl 

216,1  ':vC-».' ae'sDtaer(4)ui>£ni2.-n»4.-6-l0 Rhnlhtar* 

£17 DeiBtana)ui::»ur«'-c-3  _ jtMu 

ApMctoaltOQuuK-va . > aadhtau* 

2i9.{ii  i4;<?v  ciiawiu  nag  j tw  »-8- 1 . _ __ 

220  Si  i>L'  ti  Duo's  (CsOU|47)Mfl- 4-44  ..K  FMi 

BuOdeC'  : '7,sn.js>- .’. -nr  : ll'>sior'j  i-l  icuii  Van.tata,l0-1  F«n  WtalbGa 
!.  sr-T:  i.-va  L- ■ .r  T!y  Piid  14  ftirTCjn 


2nT4f  l10yd5£3,534f4dedBred) 

<33142  Gtaunfl  GM  sa  a Rn  7-11-10 

3coc5PcinieiMi«^R%£di  7-11-9 

12'?ia'Hta(74)UPta6-11-0.  

03061  BMt Dtan A enn) jam 5-10-7  -- 

! ll-MOenimdUi-l  BOM.4-1  CaiqMd.5-1  taeOanor. 
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^^gQfeXPBOHlES  CONDfTlOHAL  JOCKEVS’  NOVICE  HANDICAP 

2ni5fll0y(ts  £2.528  (11  dedared] 


3 OAOSTlfil  HANDICAP  CHASE 
aOwSm  £3.875  M dsdaed) 


VaWWSm  £3.875 14  daMI 
1 MM  CMdigi)  B R Rta  11-11-10 : 

4 0-7XW  aa GMrav tIO) HlUi^ 0-10-1  - 

6-1  Mt  Oudi. » 4 Dvga  Bdo,  7-2  Mod  LM. » Ba  tamr. 


DOWM 


^ ^/\6RANTIEYMADEN  STAKES 
*h*twim£3.648  (ISdodared 


*Ani : n Get  DeU  Pup  0 Dr«  A UscBuin  1 b4I 


dfe  4 ^FOUNTABIS  HANDICAP 

V9a  I Wc(  £?.J74 1{3  declored) 


301  -I  •:r-:v 

302'.'"  .'O.'C 
303  II  4.'<Xrj 
3M-'  'I'.C'-i. 


Hr  Oan  <351  (C)  11  Urasa  6-!'3-c 
agHwq  (UT)  10)  I’FJia''  G-3-t2  . 
Ita  a Vanw  (IB)  to  0 V.IuqId  6-6-2 
T3b  (19)  (D|  M .V!a»  6-9-3 


"tr.  Ptamaa  icocn  (»)  (Coi  j ocr.  r-^-: 
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Results 


NOTTINOHAM 


SM  (If.  If  213|Fd.a  1,  aECATTOk  J 
n<-'d  1%;  U,  51*ny  Tb.  KMMy 

:i:-.';.8,llaeaea!i^ll  i6ran.iX2.nV 
Mun'Toin  Cb  M.ljej.'jn  Csoo  DiidiP 
C123C  TIIL.  £06.40  CSF.  C=36  TrlcaW 
CMOPl 

2.30  [M  isyda);  1,  emwHMQ  vie- 

TORU,  D Socf'nov  114.11,  A,  OwMido 
MBane  lowon-i  3,  liikaMi  t^l)  9 
ran.  1V  lUartyr  Llcjnci  Toto:  £29  ID- 
PS-V  Elio  Eien  Dual  F £4060  Ttut 
£47  :<0  C6P'  £32  30.  NA.  Aij;ea 
3,00  (M  lOyMk  1,  MOUCMA  J Pamine 
■ 

ipo-'in  ' tan  &h  hd.  sh  ai.  (Mrs  J 
f1an(W4niTuia.£lD4a  E34a.E270  OuolP' 
£16  M C5F  f41  43 

aoo  (Of  1Badi)i  1,  UBUNTl,  fl  Flrendi 
M2-1I.  2,  Mm  VmIwu  116-1),  0,  Qrw 
iClugOBw  isn-i;-  4,  PoUMf  (4-1  p-taw). 
4-1  ji4»  Famtr  22  ran.  4.  2.  2S  (J 
Eoaie*:  To.-*  C:b2C.  C6.ia.  tOSO.  C&4D, 
Cl.-U  DuJIF.  CJS.rO  Trio.  £1.077.30.  CSF. 
C193.42  Trni.ssr  £3.503  44. 

«M  (Vm  B4yd«)i  1,  LMrOLOMN^  D 
O'Omnw  s,  Vaiwm  |4.«  lav).  0, 
tmaaiii  t'-2>  IS  ran  2.  it.  lE  Dunboi 
TM-  £12  00  £7  60.  eisa  £1.10.  Dual  P 

fT2!9  rrb>  rr&sa  csp-rirsa. 

4,»  (1m  MyduH  1,  nmOMX  MV,  C 

Carver  (3-1  Pavr  S,  — - (nvi);  3^ 
RahM  Te  nilnlilnn  |3D-ll:  4,  Cumm 
BOuHii  (lO-lt  lSran2. 1b.S  lAJarvai 
Tow  £4  to  £1  D £2 .30.  aJO  1730  . Dual 
F.ersn  Ttia- £329.40  eSP.C7000.TiieBal: 
£1.037  «. 

JACKPOTi  Not  WHI.  ££6.01660  carried 
over  0 Ripen  iMoy 

ptACOPOTicseM  ouABPOTicaaoo. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

2.1s  (er>  S.  MOH  ORUC2.  Done  O’Neill 
T rnirtinrenjtani-  Ij  1 IT 
0 liwadiiii  14-1  >.  9 raa  Md.  nil  iWMuir) 
Tele  £2  00.  £1 10,  Cl  10.  £2  ia  Oual  P 
£13.70.  Trie  £»  10  C3P:  £1907.  NR  Cidii- 
easOaiore 

a-4S  <tm  loeydm  1,  onaooiiJOT,  r 

iwpin  16-1)-  2,  fang  Dta  is-ih  2^ 
EielTlaMfH  (5-i|  4_i  lav  Bartuva's 
itoml.  I2ran  lk.X.|NUBingdeii)Tau:E3.40: 

£300.  caea  £160  Dm  f.  esoza  Tr^- 
£79m.  CSF.  £46  DC  NR;  eahr -Mne. 

&12  (7t>  1,  TIUUUaQ  AC9S,  R UuHm 
(4-1);  S,  PkyiD  14-11,  0^  TasmEM  (7-2 
ia«|i.  7 ten  Sh  hd.  2k  iM  Bed)  Tanr  £4.E. 
£3.90.  C2Sa  Dual  F.  £7.90  CSF' £19  00 
3.02  dm  4fa  1.  RAmn  aoosTi, 
tana  Wends  2.  2tabwoh  |b-l|;  2. 

mHilij  Raih{7-i|  T-SFgvTrelanRIsk- 10 

rae  91  ? (A  Newcombo)  tom  &70‘  £2.00. 
E?  J?  ® P C13.M  Trio.  £82.00. 
CSF:  £2324.  TneOST  £127.19. 

4.TS  (Sf):  1,  SA4IE  D Sweenoy  (6-li:  t, 
Manraad  Itav  ii».|i;  a,  who  Mom 
19-4).  2-1  lav  PUili  TlcMii.  7 ran  H.  hd.  (W 
Turhoi}  Teto.  £6.10;  £1 60  £6.60  Dual  P: 
£24.10  CSF'C&237 

4,40  (om  1, 1221  TO  RLV,  J F Egan 
126-I1;  4 SEi  Gattaga  '4-1  lav).  2. 
tlipheaiBim Heeliet f?-n  l3rBn.4,E|B 
Murray)  Tele'  £37.10.  £7,40,  cim  £3.60 
Oual F:C14940  Tria  rsesn  CW.£ll4.39. 
Tricast  CTSOm. 

nAC2POr;£330  OUABUOTiCiei  X 


■Ki^VwirR  £3.648  (ISdodaredj 

60itF:  4 onMnonetaos-g-is  aimhu  to 

HBO  0 HMiRmaownOeM  am  44-11 : ^RPMa  — 

CBilA  0 SMiMy  (7)  Msl  Pool  7-9-13 J OMi  — 

B(|1<y  Di)BHGmftS1)PCta4-»0 ....KIMh  E 

9EI9  MM saUtaC tear 3-9-12 . ... DBkai  — 

OEIH  36-  taulta2liljM«PlMll»^12... PM  tauy  E 

E7t1?l  tt  BUjlui  gt4jffi3-9-13 S Dm  71 

0E(1«  0-3  Beta! IhA (MR OaMi 34-12  .TSutaOE 

BE1IA  00  MOMRI^HaueM-U- DWHdMM  71 

fionn  Fmm m E omp  3-6-12 D roeaota  a •- 

tnul  . 0- Mae  Cud  DEIS  ttarif  3-9-12.  H Bm  E 

ffizn  mBiucsnc»3'4-i2 LOtaS  — 

9t3t4i  PlutaEtaMPHuK 3-9-12 ..SOM  — 

•I4r6)  0 QmO0(tE)UCataB3-9-l2  N Eum4  — 

BUnn  VtasliSeert 4 1MB 3-9-12  ■ 2 MMm  — 

3^-12 -.^-^.NBfcE  - 

917061  Cn  IWiiuiBaM (198 P DIM 3-8-7  ..JFtaa  — 

61Bn)  MMElM jam 3-8-7 0^  - 


-..SHclIEI*  pto 

My  y 4-1  Wi  Bgiaa.  H Oitat  UW.  10- 1 Vltud  Ol  Tlmim  ■ 


~ A OAEMTHSTOPfigiSninBlS’ CHASE  (An^^ 
Z ^■VW3ni£1.702{6dsdared) 


Mm  3-1  AnmaiWieaa.  7-2  Bong  tm,&1  CmoGMl.  7-1  FtdMm.  6-1  OyMODlt  ID-1  Dam 

wnlhmtfrlKanlntal.avtvSfari, 


>2{6dsdared) 

innmusSJdma10-1^4  - 


2r.vi«t  soMftaWJm  Son  imm 

lll<yi-u  IM  A 1bte(U  ten  C Satan  13-10-1 


FBBIGBBE-OllltaMHMMeWiMmLJtaltatstalllttbtaaRuMteataJeiumivriinil. 
idFm  ran.biv0ytissesnBMtMlMBtaal«««Mlgh3liflna  laTMtohdUHtaRrlane 
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NeMnM?liiihG9Fn  FMM  2a,  UIGpHcgl  CM  4I  Rafail  Ufly  total  FHsiRtatigaiaolinta  2 
hJuOoiMOMlIiailuleBf  Ml  Ban.  141101  ttailll4WV>ta*aiaTjntan.Git  ^ 


5 9VPPS3MMII! 
0 .Vtr3USai^ 

ohommsobbebit-; 

Real 


HqusSJdMga10-1^4 OMcfM  O) 

ton  IMM EK  L Htata  m 

aacSag^tS-lM Ita  L2nHbO  n 

OmMsHiM  11-11-12 1M  A Rta« 

bPtaMdt4-ll-)7 PPHMmID) 

J Mna  13-11-12 ■ a WeM  P)  * 

4-1  WE  A 1b  Do.  6-1  Sgn-lDft  ft-1  CM  1)2  QHB.  5-1  EMq 


a4Santa.  3-1  Fka  Ota  6;1  UM  MtiMi.  9-1  sodBi  Mtta  12- 1 Mnota 


PtomiCA  71 

W^';^te^>ia*Bia.5-lQclHBBM6-lliatMlU-li2iaJta8.FBMaDuiitl4) 


CourseSpeciaJists 


A Nowfeui  Abbei  wHl  hold  an  impeciian  at 
4pm  ImnorrBW  Id  determine  prespeeb  lor 
SMieday'a  meeUng  There  are  arrontly 
paBOiee  cf  hard  ground  on  me  eourae,  bui 
Ole  track  Is  Mrm  mteied  hi  iiniBova  me 
ahuaSon. 

^ Moalersoa  goneial  manogoi  el  me 
cmiree.  aaid  yeetoiOa^  ‘inhi  will  eiart 
watonng  tonranDwandhopaiuiivDyThiir^ 
day  Fid  ground  will  nave  improved.” 
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Paid  ntcpatricfc 


TODAY'S  council  meet’ 
in  Leeds  win  eon> 
aider  a proposal  firom 
St  Helens  wliich  coold 
lead  ta  an  . overhaul  the 
game's  disclidliiary  system. 

Saints  advocate  that  a 
workix^  party  shoidd  be  set 
up  to  twflmlnp  the  diSCtplin. 
ary  methods  of  other  sports 
but  with  particular  refennce 
to  soccer,  whidti,  according  to 
the  club’s  chief  executive 
David  Howes,  coidd  be  the 
prototype  for  rugby 

Howes’s 'SQggbtlon,  ironi- 
cally, comes  at  a time  when 

soccer  is  rongtdPrtng  changwe 

to  its  system,  but  he  foels 
there  is  merit  in  a totting>up 
scheme  whereby  points  are 
collected  for  offences  and 
jdayesrs  are  then  “disciplined, 
suspended  or  fined  antnmart- 
eally  when  the  points  tally 
reaches  a certain  number”. 

‘"The  ben^t  of  such  a sys- 
tem," Bowes  adds,  “is  that  it 
[would  take}-  an  the  pcdltics 
and  personalities  out  of  the 
current  system.” 

St  Helens  have  undoubtedly 
been  spurred  by  the  eigbt- 
matdi  suspension,  reduced  to 
six  on  appeal,  Impo^  on 
Bobbie  Goulding  after  ftielr 
cajAdn.  was  sent  off  for  a 
head-high  stiffann  tacl^  on 
Wigan's  Neil  Cowie  in  a Chal- 
lenge Cup  match  in  February. 

If  that  oflence  was  inWany 
deemed  worthy  of  such  a ban, 
St  Helens  n^  feel  that  Brad- 
ford’s Brian  McDermott 
should  have  been  givmi  some- 
thing similar  for  landing 
punkas  on  three  opponents 
in  foe  recent  semi-final  with 
Leeds.  He  was  suspended  for 
four  games,  a ban  be  is  ap- 
pealing against. 

Likewise  Saints  may  won- 


der  why  Bradford’s 

Nickle  did  not  receive  any- 
thing more  severe  than  .lo 
minutes’  sin-bi&  for  raining 
blows  on  Leeds’s  Fhfl  Hassan. 

Bussell  the  refarse 
who  sent  oft  Gouldiz^  took  a 

more  lenient  view  in  the  Hud- 

dersftdd  semi-final  of 
tackles  by  Leeds’s  Martin  Ma- 
sella,  Bai^  McDennott  (who 
was  later  suqended  for  three 
games  on  video  evidence)  and 
Graham  Hdlr^d.  w:^ 

Clearly  it  fe  essmitid  that. 
referees  are  consistent,  other- 
wise they  lose  re^^  and 
credibility.  But  they  also  de- 
serve synytathy  for  what  at 
times  Is  a near  impossible  Job. 

Bugby  league’s  pace, 
other  Qitngg,  wiflir^  fimid- 
ishly  hard  to  police.  There  is 
(tften  the  fin^  of  be- 
tween what  is  legal  a1^M^  what 
is  not  lefbrees  have  to  wiaw» 
foat  distinction  in  a split 
second,  and  without  tte 
of  slow-motioa  replays. 

A grapt^  case  in  point  was 
the  recent  «iigr»iaaaT  c£  tb» 
Paris  St  OermaiTi  centre  Paul 
Bvazis,  sent  off  by  David 
Campbell  tor  a high  tanicTa  on 
Salford’s  Nathan  McAvoy; 

'The  tackle  was  deaily 
around  foe  shoulder,"  was 
foe  opiniim  iff  foe  PSG  coa^ 
Peter  Ddulhdlland.  Tet  to  the 
naked  eye,  and  obvion^  to 
CampbeD.  h was  dceadfiil; 
certainly  foe  immartiata  xmiifr 
tion  of  the  press  bos  and  foe 
Salford  fang  -was  that  Evam 
"had  to  go". 

In  feet  foe  faffWa  was  no- 
where near  as  bad  as  it  ap- 
peared, and  there  is  a good 
chance  that  Evans  will  be 
found  not  guilty  at  tomnrow's 
discipIinaEy  hmiing  — wUch 
would  be  of  limited  constda- 
tkm  to  FS6,  who  having  lost 
him  after  coly  15  minutes  wore 
beaten  by  one  point. 


Rugby  Union 

League  One:  Gloucester  32,  L^cesterSO 

Mapletoft  hits 
double  hopes 


mOTOGRAPH:  FRANK  BARON 


Cowifiwrtableontheball. . .Perry,  first  afim,Bigiiadflaflnfltipitiiwrtt«ftfftr-thft>liihBt  ift,  TBaeyniWh.taniii  captain  and  made  his  first-team  debnt  in  1992 

Perry  (defence  is  a family  affair 


FA  CUP  PROFILE:  Nlartin  Thorpe  on  the  Don  who  has  an 

extra  incentive  to  defeat  Chelsea  in  the  semi-final  on  Sunday 


M 


OST  of  the  play- 
ers had  left  fte 
training  grrmmi 
after  their  morn- 
ing sessiiMi  last 
Friday,  but  one  Wimbledon 


NOchael  Prastatge 


GLOUCESTER’S  last- 
gasp  win  avenged  their 
Pil^gton  Cup  semi- 
nnal  defeat  and  seriously 
dented  Leicester’s  hope  of  a 
League  and  Cup  double. 

The  England  wing  R(N7 
Underwood  came  off  the 
bench  and  seemed  to  have 
won  the  match  for  Leicester 
with  a try  in  the  comer  with 
less  than  two  minutes  1^. 

But  Gloucester  refosed  to 
wilt  and  in'  ipjury-time  Phil 
Greening  scored  after  a for^ 
ward  drive.  Mapletoft  made 
foe  converskm,  his  e^th 
successful  kick  ot  foe  i^ht, 
from  wide  out  to  dindr  it 
Yet  the  early  omens  were 
bad  for  the  Cherry  and 
Whites  with  Joel  Strandey, 
the  South  Aft-ican  fly-half 
whose  21  points  had  proved' 
Gloucester's  undoing  in  foe 
cup,  soon  underlining  why  he 
is  increasingly  viewed  as  foe 
le^e’s  best  foreign  buy. 

Alter  one  incisive  early 
break,  Strandej'  missed  a pen- 
dt>'  and  kick^  one  before 
making  the  teUing  brrak  for 
the  Tigers'  first  try  on  14  min- 
utes, a move  finished  by 
the  Scotland  three-quarter 
Craig  Joiner.  But  two  penal- 
ties by  Mapletoft  kept  the 
home  side  in  toudi. 

A sour  note  for  foe  Tigers 
was  a warning  for  Johnson 
for  punching,  an-indiscretiop 
th^  provides  grist  for  those 
Tfoo  question  the  lock's  tem- 
perament as  Lions  captain. 
Leicester  extended  their 


lead.  Stransky’s  half-break 
creatiiig  a space  for  the  wii^ 
Steve  Hackney  who  had  the 
ttiU-back  John  Liley  in  sup- 
port te  squeeze  over. 

But  Gloucest^,  spurred  on 
by  a large  vocal  crowd,  res- 
pemded  with  sustained  pres- 
sure. TYy-saving  tackles  by 
Idiey  and  then  Stransky  k^t 
Gloucester  at  bay  but  the 
home  pack  were  now  fired  up 
wifos^-bdieC. 

A penalty  for  Mapletoft  was 
foelr  only  reward  as  Glouces- 
ter turned  round  six  points 
down.  But  foey  took  foe  lead 
with  anofoer  Mapletfft  penal- 
ty and  a try  after  a kick  had 
bounced  awkwardly 'for  Hack- 
ney who  failed  to  catch  ft;  foe 
home  fdn-back  Audley  Lums- 
den  took  advantage,  sprinting 
sometr^toscore. 

Anofoer  Mapletaft  penalty 
— home  fens  reckoned  it 
should  have  beesr  a penalty 
try  was  answered  1?  a 
Leicester  try.  the  scrum-half 
Aadel  Kardooni  crossing 
when  foe  forwards  drove  over 
from  a llne-out.  But  the 
Tigers'  1^  was  brid^  as  Ma- 
idetoft  dottkl  his  fUfo  penalty 
to  bring  the  sow^  level  with 
less  tiian  10  minutes  to  play. 
scewei  OliBiiWfi  Tm  urodan. 
GrMning.  CainMMlMMi  UapJdCDlt  (2f. 
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Ail  Blacte  upset  by  Ireland 
Test  instead  of  Barbarians 


Paul  Rose 


New  ZEALAND  will  jHay 
four  internationals  on 
their  ei^t-nmtd)  tour  of  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland  next  winter, 
but  are  upset  that  the  tradi- 
tional concluding  fixtare 
agaitest  the  Barbariems  has 
beondron^. 

Instead  Ireland,  who  were 
h«  diw  a Test,  wiU  play  the 
All  Blacks  under  a reciprocal 
airangement  with  Wales,  to- 
whom  they  ctuioedcd  an  ia^ 
national  against  foe  Austra- 
lian tourists  in  December. 

"We  wanted  an  eight-niateh 
tour  which  finished  with  the 
BathariacA,”  said  David  Mcf- 
fiit.  the  New  'Zealand  SFU’s 
chief  executive.  "The  four 
bome-unitxis'-tommittee  gave 
us  no  hut  to  accept  the 

Mfoedule,'  aftw  we  had  ques- 
tion^ the  Ireland  interaa- 
tionaL  U was  a very  difficult 
round  of  negotiations." 

Six  inoaths  ago  tiie  same 
cixnmittae  was  eritielsed  by 
the  Australians  for  not  drop* 
ping  the  Aurbarums  at  the 


end  of  foe  Wallabies’  tour. 
They  had  wanted  to  play  all 
four  home  imkma,  but  left 
without  meeting  Englai^, 
haring  at  one  stage  threat- 
ened a Ix^fcott 

John  Hart,  the  An  Btads’ 
pfffft-ii,  Tiaa  inaisted  OP  bringing 

36  players  because  of  a punishr 

ing  schedule  cf  12  Tests  this 
year,  the  most  intense  pro- 

eramme  in  their  histey. 

They  play  Fiji.  Argentina 
twice  and  Australia  fo  Jum 
before  opening  _ their  Tri- 
Nstfon  in  Swtb  Ai- 

rica  on  July  1&  By  foe  time 
that  totnaamenc  concludes  on 
August  16  they  will  have 
pteyed  eight  Tests  is  10  wedts, 
and  the  total  rises  to  12  In  25 
weeks  on  leaving  Britain. 

They  will  eweet  £12  mtt- 
lion  from  the  two  Tests 
against  En^Umd.  Thrglwnd  A 
and  two  dh^lonal  aides  are 
likely  take  up  the  foree  wt- 
midweek  dates. 


nMSRMIW  WiiMMiEiW  11  ElMTokV 
Rww  (p»eiei}>  wwnbMM^ 
l^nd  Saiecrien;  21  Efflind  (W 
IrAtordt;  IB  England 

SNaedHi:  t Fntft**  ^■■<i>«nhann. 


fen  remained  as  foe  tractor 
chu^d  out  to  tend  tiie  grass. 

FOr  this  Dons  devote^  beat- 
ing Chrisea  in  Sunday’s  FA 
Cim  Is  something 

be  craves  not  <»ly  for  himsdf 
but  fix:  his  whole  fexnily.  Bjs 
grandad,  he  ifante,  had 
ported  foe  dub  since  tiie 
t^  his  parents  fRan  the  Six- 
ties and  be  himself  started 
going  in  the  Seventies.  2b  get 

tn  Wamhipy  unfwiltl  ha  a draam 

WeEU  this  supporter,  is  in 
foe  perfect -position  to  make 
sure  his  teaj^s  dreams  cenne 
true.  He  plays  ^ tiian. 

(forls  Feny,  first  a fen,  is 
now  a central  component  of 
foe  dark-blue  back  line,  his 
Tifliuft  already  mentioned  as  a 
prospect  for  the  England 
squad. 

At  24  a future  stretches  out 


before  him  laden  witii  caps, 

cops  plRndita  And  thia 

weekeztd  foe  road  to  those 
riches  fakas  Tiim  to  Highbury 
for  one  ff  the  biggest  games  of 
his  short  career  and  the  fern- 
liy's  long  love  affidr. 

“Supporting  Wimbledon 
has  been  passed  down 
throu^  our  femSy,"  he  says. 
“Grandad  always  Lived 
around  WhnhLedoia  and  went 
vdien  they  were  a really  good 
amateur  side  gettiz^  10,000 
gates.  He  passed  it  on  to  my 

Iflfw  mum,  and  Dad  was  gning 

to  games  weEL  before  he  met 
her.  I first  got  taken  along  to 
Flough  Lane  about  1076,  s^ed 
three  or  four,  and  went  to 
neariy  every  home  match 
afterlhaL" 

B3s  bednxHn  walls  would 
have  been  plastered  wifo  pio- 
tores  of  his  heroes  but,  in 
-those  Fourth  Dtrislon  days, 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  a 
poster  of  a Vnmhledon  play^. 
But  be  hidd  foem  in  his  heart, 
the  Cotkies,  EXIc  Youngs  and 


ifinnles,  hoping  one  day  he 

miglTt  jfttn  thorn 

“When  1 was  at  echoed 
[Jefon  Major’s  old  school,  no 
less]  the  big  dubs  like  Liver- 
pool were  really  successful 
but  I always  wanted  to  {day 


And  theirs  was  really  foe 
only  oCfer.  Palace  asked  me  to 
go  down  there  but  I didn’t  like 
the  atmoqdiere.  heart 
was  set  on  Wimbledon.  It  was 
the  dub  for  me.” 

So  every  Wednesday  night 
he  trained  behind  foe  home 
rad  at  Ftou^  Lane,  and  at  16 
he  signed  as  an  aivientiee. 
But  suddenly,  panic.  “Here 
was  I,  a fen,  meeting  all  the 


‘My  heart  was  set  on  Wimbledon, 
it  was  the  only  club  for  me’ 


for  Wimbledon  because  they 
were  my  local  team." 

And  so  it  was  feted.  One 
Sunday  he  had  just  finidied  a 
ganm  for  his  toid<aMl  side  on 
« pitch  not  100  yards  ftom 
vfoere  Vifonbledon  now  train 
when  a scout  approached. 
Yes.  he  was  from  Tfonbledon. 

“He  asked  me  down  to  tiie 
centre  of  excellence  and  it 
started  from  there.”  says 
Feny.  *7  suppose  it  was  fe^ 
because  I hadn’t  contacted 
Wimbledca  to  look  at  me. 


Idayers  Tve  supported  all  my 
life.  And  obrijoukly  you  can’t 
go  iq>  and  ask  for  autographs. 
But  fhou^  I was  overaw^  at 
ftt^  eventually  you  get  over 
it  and  into  the  mentality  of 
being  a play^  and  not  a fen." 

He  was  the  youth-team  cap- 
tain and  madft  hia  first-team 
debut  in  1992:  TJverpodl  at 
home,  l-L"  By  1994  he  was  a 
n^iar,  and  under  tbe  ap- 
proving eye  of  the  Wimbledon 
coaches  he  has  ^nce  matured 
into  one  ot  the  country’s  top 


defenders.  Ihe  more  glamour- 
ous positions  on  the  pitch 
never  appealed. 

“It  just  comes  naturally  for 
me  to  dribnd."  he  says.  “Some 
players,  even  in  five-a-sides, 
will  go  forward  where  I just 
13ce  staying  at  foe  back.  I 
don’t  know  why.  I just  feel 
ccanfortahle  there.  I like  de- 
fending. I like  the  challenge  of 
it,  foe  physical  aQ>ect  the 
tackling,  the  heading,  that 
sortoTthii^” 

Alfoough  5ft  Sin,  he  has  .a 
terrific  teqi,  is  foarp  In  the 
tackle  awl  hag  developed  a 
fiw-  -understanding  wifo  his 
central  defensive  partner 
Dean  Blackwril  and  Kenny 
Cunningham  at  right-back. 
“We’re  pretty  good  down  that 
side,"  be  says  ,wifo  a rare 
hmufo  of  bis  normal  modesty. 

Anofoer  in^ressive  Feny 
hallmaik  Is  his  pride  in  his 
performance.  “I’ve  set  my 
standards  hiph  thig  season,” 
he  says,  and  to  tiiat  end  he  h^ 
been  working  on  a rouple  of 
weaknesses,  his  passh^  and 
his  confidence.  “I  was  hitting 
the  c^positkm  with  too  many 
passes.”  he  langhs.  “So  Kenny 
and  Leo'  [Leonhardsen]  have 


stayed  out  with  me  to  do  a bit 
of  passing.  It  really  has  helped. 
And,  with  winning  so  many 
gameff.  foe  overall  confidence 
in  my  ability  has  improved." 

So  what  of  tbe  semifinal? 
“Chelsea  are  one  of  foe  best 
teams  in  foe  league  on  form 
but  if  we  play  as  we  can  do 
well  beat  them,  and  then  on 
to  Wembley.  I was  there  when 
we  won  in  1988  hut  this  would 
be  the  first  time  back,  apart 
frun  a Bon  Jori  concert” 

And  lon^r  term?  What  ago- 
nies would  he  go  through  if  a 
big  club  tried  to  tempt  him 
away  from  his  beloved  Wim- 
bledon? “Obviously  ! would 
like  to  be  finanriaiiy  secure  at 
tbe  end  of  my  career  and  to 
play  for  a big  club.  Also  being 
a Wimbledon  player  perhaps 
doesn’t  hidp  if  you  get  called 
up  by  England.  There  is  still  a 
stigma  attached  to  us. 

“But  if  it  was  for  the  good  of 
Wimbledon  then  I’d  go. 
Though  1 have  to  say  It  would 
be  a real  wrench.”  Not  only 
for  him  but  his  femily  too. 
Look  in  foe  Wimbledon  pro- 
gramme and  you  will  see  tt; 
“Chris  Perry’s  kit  Is  spon- 
sored by  Nan  and  Grandad." 


Gould  awaits  Wales  decision  day 


Martti  Thorp* 
and  John  Ytfardto 


Bi 


OBBT  GOULD’S 
Itatnre  wUl  nrat  week 
he  the  snhfect  eff  a 
gpeclal  FA  ofWales  investi- 
gation, after  Nathan 
Blake’s  accusation  that  the 
national  manager  made 
racist  remarics  to  him. 

The  FAW  management 
committee  will  meet  on 
Tuesday  to  disenss  what 
form  the  inquiry  should 
take,  then  repi^  to  the 
next  da^s  FAW  gmieral 
cotmcil  meeting. 

**They  coold  ask  an  oot- 
side  person  or  do  it  thmn- 
sdves,"  said  the  FAW  secr^ 
taryfimieral  David  Collins. 
“Bnt  it  will  be  the  council’s 
decision  tiiat  holds  sway." 
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ACddlesbrongh’s  striker 
Fabrizio  Ravanelli,  who 
has  put  iKKdE  an  AchiTlee 
tendon  operation  until  the 
end  (ff  the  season,  is  donbt- 
fni  for  timi^tfe  Premier^ 
sl^  match  at  West  Ham. 

The  Kalian,  who  eqieets 
to  be  fit  fbr  Sundays  FA 
Cop  semi-final  with  Ches- 
tezfidld.  has  also  pledged  to 
stop  speaking  to  the 

UngUali  press,  rCiw  vflrinna 

reports  appeared  yesterday 
claiming  he  was  *‘too  tiled” 
toplaytoni^t. 

“We  are  also  retactantly 
considering  whether  to 
stop  speaMng  to  the  Itehan 
newspapers.”  said  his 
agent  Pino  Fagliara. 

Boro’s  manager  Bryan 
Refoson,  who  last  played  fin- 
the  first  team  at  Arsenal  on 
New  Year’s  Day,  has  not 
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ruled  out  appearing  again 
this  seascm. now  I’m 
not  tiiinkimg  as  for  as  play- 
ing in  a Cntti  or  anything; 
file  lads  who  have  got  ns 
*Tii«  for  deserve  to  play  in 
those.  What  is  in  my  mind 
is  playing  in  league  games 
so  that  I can  rest  players." 

Aston  VOla’s  Brian  Little 
yesterday  insisted  that 
Dwight  Yorke  will  stay 
with  the  club,  despite  a 
reported  £10  inter- 

est from  Atletico  Bdadrid. 
"We  would  not  even  con- 
sider «M»tiiiig  Dwight,"  said 
the  Villa  manager. 

Boma  have  hroi^t  tbe 
74-year-oId  Nils  laedholm 
out  of  retirement  to  shore 
np  their  campaign  to  qnal- 
il^  fbr  next  season’s  Uefo 
C^.  The  Swede,  in  his 
fimrfh  in  tiie  idnb’s 


CSlomlo  bt  E Makarem  (RuB)  8-1, 6-4{  A 

&aMWM  (US)  W P Laivwa  (C2)  6-8, 

6-4;  P MM  (Arg)  fat  K Kahwandt  (Aug 
6-3, 6-1. 

Bccchall 

AMMUCAH  low  Oebolt  ia  Utmaaoia  4; 
Raima  C A SaUmera  S:  inwaidiaa  A 
Taxn  3;  Anahttm  A NV  YWdeaea  A Oah- 
lane  6.  SoBiBn  Z Saadle  A Clavaland  A 
MAXIONAL  um  Colorada  n,  Clndnnari 
Z Lm  AngalBS  A New  York  2 (In  IQ;  San 
Dtago  3.  Pttaburtti  8 (bi  10);  San  Fran- 
Gseo  4,  miadalpMB  A 

DaafcotfasJI 

tatanra  BIROUAIlin  SawMtaata 

Wuppertal  8A  Rmambarak  66;  SeurBes 
6A  Cano  50. 

mm  Oewaland  10A  ChartatlB  110  (at): 
(Mmli  BA  utainl  84;  ChWage  12A  PtiOB- 
dttpMa  10K  Oenvar  104,  Peilland  11R 
Uwh  11A  Sen  Aiuanie  9A 


Bowis 

All.  moLAiie  BiDoew  oshms  (Meu 
lOB  Mowbray);  tlSilaai  CtanorMoata 
RMrimn  (T  ADco^  U TMonbridoe  M 
WMbam)  30-ia  SeMh  Fbiimt  (J  kUlls) 
WTawartanaa  (B  Hnwatd)  20-11;  PMhar 
W«h  iiuiai*oaS  (P  UcGulimani  tt 
BeSpaaioiia  (O  OmtII^  21-IA  KbiimSi 
ama  (M  Shorp^  tt  Blicleeal  SerpUBh  (N 
SunOM)  16-14..  SamMta  Saalltaa  H 

8 Ponaal  17-IR  bt  Daaboi- 

0(Mh  MoMattfiaad  21-iA 

Cricket 

ICC  nOPHY  (Kiala  Uonpur):  Saw^ 
Saiwladaaii  343-7  V SeedamL 
SHARJAH  cur  (UAiC  808.  Sfl 

l,aim  ISA  Zhnbabwa  won  by  60  mna. 


Ice  Hockey 


MRa  Hantaid  A Bidlaio  % tianna)  A NY 
iflanden  1;  NY  Rangara  A PMIadaSMa  e 

PnaMli  Z Daliat  2 (eg:  San  Jeae  Z Van- 
cnivar  A 


Fixtures 


(7m  iBdesa  otatad) 

Soccer 

SUROPSAM  Cim  Sllli  *ia4  IM  lOM 

Ain  V JuvaoBo;  Borvms  Domiumd  » 
Man  IM, 

FA l^lllHIBnlllll^  (7A5)‘.  Cov^ 
aairy  v ChalBaa;  Darby  w SeuOianwion: 
Saenan  v Laieaatar:  Sbeif  Wed  v Toaan- 


hot  seat,  replaces  the 
sacked  Argentine  coach 
Carlos  BiandbuL 

Dave  Bassett  has  rejected 
eiaima  fimt  he  will  st^  into 
Stuart  Pearce’s  shoes  as  the 
team  manas^  of  Notting- 
ham Forest  at  the  end  of  the 
season. 

“Stuart  is  manager  Tintfi 
the  end  of  the  season  and  it 
is  thra  that  he  will  review 
his  position.  He  is  Notting- 
ham Forest  thronih  and 
through  and  now  is  not  the 
right  time  to  be  looking  at 
that  sitiiation,"  the  general 
manager  said. 

After  much  toing  and 
froing,  Scotland’s  World 
Cup  qualifying  match 
against  Sweden  in  Gothen- 
huiB  on  April  30  will  be 
broadcast  live  on  BBC  Scot- 
land as  well  as  radio.  • 


ham:  We*  Ham  v Mlddlaafarauoh:  Wlmbte 
don  V Aaton  VUIa 

NATRHIWM  LBAail*  IM  GlaMna 

(7.45);  Chwiion  v Huddaraflald.  Man  Ciw  « 

BoNoK  Waal  Brem  v Cryaial  Palasa. 

PA  VeUTH  CUP:  BmHU,  taai 

Liieibii  u Lccita. 

IMBOm  LBAOIIB  PiwMar  DhWani 
Biahop  AuMiand  v Hyda  UM  Beaton  UW  tf 
Lm  Tk  Knoawley  v Runeom. 

■ ■■  

Bor  V BMiep'a  Stalftjrt.  Socend;  Moi 
Pebea  v Badlord  Tn.  TfeM  Raefcwell  H2i 
V Harlow  Tn;  Lawaa  v KInptbury  Tn. 


Brighton  start  action  against 
FA  over  two-point  deduction 


Mow  (746):  Newport  apc  « Atharatone: 
SUUnabourna  v Baldocfc  Tn.  mflandb 
Corby  Tn  v Shepehed  Dyn;  Raunda  Tli  v 
evasham  Utt  VS  Rugby  v Badwonh  UM. 

rllMm  Tn. 


6MM0y  

turn  ciaiiimBB  laAoub  iM  Mr- 
WoM  Darwan  v Holker  OB;  Praacol 
CaMaa  v KUmtom  Atn. 

Fwuaiumcii  siMwati'  immnRM 
UBAOUMPMOiNMaKCraoKTnvBed- 
Mnoton  Tv;  Wldiby  Tn  « RTli  Nawcaslla. 
wmrmM  eouNTws  EAST  uoAou* 
Wlam  V Balper  Ta 


■feraGHTON  are  to  chal- 
^nenge  foe  FA  over  foe  two- 
point  deduction  made  after  a 
piteh  invasion  during  their 
game  agai^  Linccfoi  at  foe 
Goldstone  Ground  last  Octo- 
ber. The  Sragulls,  five  points 
adrift  at  foe  bottom  of  foe 
Hiird  Division,  have  issued 
instructions  to  solicitors  to 
start  proceedings  either 
through  arhitratiOD  under  FA 
rulm  or  throi^  the  courts. 

In  a statement  issued  yes- 
terday David  Bellotti,  Biigb- 
ton’s  deputy'  chairman  and 
chief  executive,  said:  “We  put 
up  the  case  tiiat  the  punish- 
ment did  not  fit  foe  crime. 
They  were  oEIbnoes  by  specta- 
tors, not  foe  players  or  foe 
club.  A or  a game  behind 
dosed  doors  would  have  been 
more  appropriate  than  de- 
ducting points.  which  hits  foe 


Athletics 


playing  side  of  the  dub." 

foighton,  who  had  a three- 
point  suspended  sentence 
banging  over  thm  after  a riot 
caused  the  abandonment 
last  April’s  home  match 
against  York  City,  were 
docked  the  points  in  Decem- 
ber and  an  appeal  was  turned 
down  in  February. 

The  Lincoln  match  was 
hdd  up  fbr  15  minutes  during 
foe  fii^  half  when  home  sup- 
porters invaded  the  pitdi  in  a 
peacefiil  protest  attest  foe 
dub’s  directors. 

Meanwhile  Dick  Knight, 
the  leader  of  the  consortium 
set  to  take  control  of  foe  dub, 
said  his  group  were  “100  per 
cent”  committed  to  foe  deal 
and  that  it  would  go  tbrou^ 
whether  or  not  Brighton  were 
relegated  from  foe  Fbotball 
League. 


O’Sullivan  cuts  the  distance 


IRELAND'S 


Sonia  O’SuUi- 
Ivan  is  likely  to  compete  in 
the  1500  metres  at  the  World 
Athletics  Championships  in 
August,  rather  than  defend 
her  5,000  metres  tide. 

‘Tve  already  won  foe  5,000 
metres  so  it’s  not  really  sur- 


prising that  the  1500  should 
now  appeal  to  me  fbr  Ath- 
ens,” she  said  yesterday. 

O’Sullivan,  who  is  27,  said 
foe  only  5.000  metres  race  on 
her  European  programme 
this  year  is  at  Oslo  in  foe  first 
week  in  July. 


Brtallngten  w Calna  Tn. 
FONnMS  ■■■“■»  (7.0):  Fiamiir  Blaeli- 
bum  V Oldiwfn;  NoUrn  F v LaadB. 

Pan  Vela  v Sundertand  (7J>). 

Bredtard  v Yorie  Shrewaaury  v Grlmaby: 
Slaetpan  v Bomaley  {A45):  Wraxtwn  v 
Cvflala.  UM  CnaVertlaW  v Vtasalk 


Laa4A  rrivnii  Cim  rawe  Warrington 
vwigan. 

Basketball 

RATIONAL  UAGUB  Mmi^b  IM  Mr- 

‘iTiiia  ni  ■alntii 
Cbvantry}. 


Team  talk 

The  independent  news  and  reports  service 

0891  33  77+ 


DenesaW'  v (Xieaiar;  Rochdale  v Uneolic 
wiBui  * DartlngbxL 

Arsenal 

06 

Ipswich  Town 

19 

Sheffield  United  15 

ATOM  IHSUIUUieB  COSBIHATieib 

FM  M^om  eoufiMMMulll  V SwansOB 

Aston  VBa 

11 

Leeds  Untied 

03 

Sheffield  WSd. 

14 

(Zdl);  BrtoMen  v Cwdill  (8.0):  HillwaU  v 
TbSenham  (SJOb  Sau6iainpNn  v CMoen. 

Binn.Clty 

3« 

LetcesterCity 

35 

Beuthhampton 

20 

Ctai  WIin&Mon  V ^riard  Uid  (ZO). 

Biattcbum 

21 

Liverpool 

04 

Stoke  Oty 

30 

twaiiw  OF  WAtaSi  COIMOC  Bay  « 
WMalwoot  Ebbw  Vaia  v Britan  Ferry. 

eoMon 

30 

Men.  City 

02 

SunderlarKj 

27 

Rugby  tbiwn 

COURAGE  CLURS  CNAHMOIISHIPs 

Brentford  ‘ 

84 

Man.  United 

01 

Tottenham  Hot. 

07 

Burnley 

31 

Middlesbrough 

23 

West  Ham 

12 

ears.  Laaswa  nun  Saauu  WBSton.s- 

Chelsea 

08 

MOiwaU 

29 

VMmUedon 

26 

Mara  V llenlay. 

WBLSH  HAWOHAL  UUGUS  Saetad 

Coventry  City 

17 

Newcastle  Utd 

16 

Wolves 

37 

WiNlew  AberUltery  v Crea  Keys  (7J)). 

Derby  Cointy 

2S 

Norwich  City 

18 

Celtic 

09 

Rugby  League 

Everton 

05 

Nottm.  Forest 

13 

Rangers 

10 

SaeOND  DmSIONiLaigh  V envnlay. 

»« , laiM  CHASPIOIISMP:  St  Helena  v 

HuddTewn 

32 

OPR 

25 

CaUS  COST  SOP  iWl  MM  AT  4LL  DUES. 

sumJED  bt:  BB,  15  HMKUWC,  ISM  lAl  Slo.  wue  0171  718  4473 
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SportsGuuurdian 


COUNTDOWN  TO  THE  MASTERS 


AU^reswereonllger  Woods  when  the  gifted  Americas  went  ootto  practise  fior  tomorrow's  US  Masters,  even  though  he 
I iC^clLUry  I lU^  UdUoc^  oual  ri|JcUt5  had^eformerwlnnersSeTeBallesterosandJoseMariaOlazabalforcompany.NickFaidOttheMasterschampionthree 
f^rYyr\r\rt  ‘H-ia  «!rf  Ai  trtt  lo+o  times. whenaskedifliethoo^tWcxKlsim^twinatIiisfirstattemptasaprofessional.said:**Xwoi]ldnotbeshoid£ed,bat 

cUlKJliy  U UUy  WUmJo  CLL  MU^LIoLa  i^semiy  days.  There’s  a leamixu;  carve.  I needed  a good  balf-doKen  times  here.  bnttt*s  not  impossible.”  OMnocANNCM 


Ferguson  fearful  of  dirty  tricks 


David  Lacey  on  the  United  manager’s  plea  for  strong  refereeing 
in  the  European  Cup  semi-final  with  Borussia  Dortmund  tonight 


STAND  in  the  park  ad- 
joining the  Westpha- 
lia Stadium  here  as 
the  sun  sets  and  look 
eastwards  across  the  Ruhr. 
For  a few  minutes  the  molten 
waste  pouring  fhsm  the  steel 
foundries  becomes  a series  of 
golden  cataracts. 

It  is  aU  a matter  of  being  In 
the  right  place  at  the  right 
moment,  and  for  Manchester 
United  tonight  a similar  sense 
of  golden  opportunity  Is  going 
to  be  crucial  if  they  are  to 
give  themselves  a decent 
chance  of  becoming  the  Orst 
English  team  in  a dozen  sea- 
sons to  reach  the  European 
CupTmaL 

To  enhance  this  happy 
prospect  Ales  Ferguson's 
team  must  deny  an  experi- 
enced and  multi-talented  Bor- 
ussia Dortmund  side  the  sort 
of  result  which  would  enable 


German  ambitions  to  rest 
easy  before  the  second  ieg  of 
the  semi-final  at  Old  Trafiord 
in  a fortnight. 

Althou^  trying  hard  not  to 
look  like  Margaret  Thatcher 
reaching  for  her  handbag,  the 
United  manager  was  at  pains 
to  point  out  Dortmund's  "dif- 
ferent culture"  and  the  need 
for  Qrm.  consistent  refereeing 
from  the  Russian  Nikolai 
Levnikov. 

Six  of  United's  likely  start- 
ing line-up,  including  Eric 
Cantona,  David  Beckham  and 
Roy  Keane,  are  on  yellow 
cards  and  Ferguson  is  dearly 
worried  about  divers 
activities. 

‘1  think  it’s  important  the 
referee  doesn't  fall  for  the 
European  culture  of  ^ing 
down  every  time  a player  is 
touched,’’  be  pleaded.  "That’s 
where  the  r^ree  has  to  be 


stroi^  tomorrow.  There's  no 
way  rU  be  telling  my  team 
not  to  tackle." 

A win  for  United,  though 
far  from  Impossible,  is  un- 
likely. A scoring  draw  would 
be  a highly  acceptable  alter- 
native. Even  a narrow  defeat 
would  not  be  a disaster,  but 
United  do  need  an  away  go^ 

After  their  impressive  per- 
formances against  Porto  in 
the  quarter-Gnal,  when  an 
outstan^g  4-0  victory  at 
home  w'as  followed  by  a com- 
posed. competent  petfor- 
mance  in  the  scoreless  return 
game.  United’s  stock  in 
Europe  is  as  high  as  it  was 
low  after  the  two  defeats  by 
Juventus  with  Fenerbahce's 
apocalyptic  win  at  Old  Traf- 
fbrd  in  between. 

But  even  if  United  deal  sim- 
Uariy  with  Dortmund  they 
will  probably  find  themselves 


renewing  acquaintance  with 
Juventus  in  the  final  in  Mn- 
nich  on  May  28.  And  as  Feigu- 
son  has  already  observed: 
"Juventus  are  the  most  pow- 
erful side  in  Europe,  and 
everyone  knows  that  they’re 
the  team  to  beat." 

Certainly  a bad  result  for 
the  European  champions 
againgf  Ajas  in  Amsterdam 
tonight  would  heightoi  the 
sense  of  expectation  at  Old 
Trafiord  two  weeks  from  now. 
provided  United  have  not 
given  away  the  sort  of  goals 
they  conceded  in  losing  3-2  at 
home  to  Derby  County  on 
Saturday. 

In  that  game  United  de- 
fended more  in  the  spirit  of 
the  free  sheet  than  the  clean 
sheet  which  they  have  man- 
aged to  preserve  in  European 
away  games  since  losing  1-0 
to  Juventus  in  their  opening 

“The  players  got  a 
reminder  on  Saturday,  a 
timely  reminder,,  that  you 
can’t  defend  the  way  we  did  in 


any  game  of  football,  let  alone 
the  semi-finals  of  the  Euro- 
pean Cup."  Ferguson  said 
yesterday.  May,  badly  missed 
against  Derby,  will  be  back 
tonight  and  Irwin  and  Sols- 
kjaer  will  be  on  at  the  start 

To  Keane  and,  probably. 
Johnsen  will  fell  the  task 
preventing  Mdller  setting  up 
damaging  lines  Of  communi- 
cation with  Riedle  and  the 
Swiss  striker  Cfaapuisat. 
United  win  hope  to  approach 
this  match  in  the  time-faon- 
onred  feshion:  sit  tight  for  20 
minutes  or  so  and  then  look 
for  opportunities  to  counter- 
attack. 

Unlike  Ferguson,  the  Dort- 
mund coach  Ottmar  Hitzfeld 
has  selection  problems.  Sam- 
mer,  his  sweeper  and  inspira- 
tion, is  suspended,  Tanko  and 
Julio  Cesar  are  unfit  and 
Kohler,  Riedle  and  Mfitler  are 
stn^ling  to  shake  ofiT  iuiu- 
rles.  It  will  be  surprising, 
however,  if  the  last  three  do 
not  recover  in  time.  Sam- 
mer’s  rede  wiH  go  to  the  Au&' 


trian  Feiersioger  or  Reuter. 

Dortmund  are  a h^-scor- 
ing  team  and  have  foiled  to 
find  the  net  in  only  three  of 
the  34  Bundesliga  and  Euro- 
pean games  they  have  played 
this  season.  But  their  domes- 
tic form  has  recently  been  er- 
ratic, with  a 4-1  defeat  at 
Stut^art  followed  by  Mon- 
chengladbach’s  3-1  win  in  the 
Westphalia.  They  are  lying 
second  in  the  league,  three 
points  behind  Bayern 
Munich. 

'The  level  of  performance 
we  achieved  against  Porto 
would  give  us  a good  chance,” 
said  Ferguson,  "but  Dort- 
mund are  a very  experienced 
team.  Sammer  may  be  more 
important  to  them  away  from 
home,  but  1 don't  think  they 
have  a player  like  Keane.” 

Woriwlw  PortwwiS  iprolMbla}.  Kloa: 
Rautar.  Kohlar,  Falarainger.  Heinrich: 
Rtaken.  Sauaa,  MHIar,  Lambert  Rtadle, 
CMpubaL 

MaBchaatar  Ualtadi  Schmatchal;  G 
Navllla,  May.  Paillatar.  Irwin:  BacMiam, 
Keane,  johnaan,  QisBa:  Caniona: 
Sollmlaer. 

Ratarani  N Levnlhov  (Rua). 


It’s  All  Over 
makes  its 
comeback 


HOW  HAS  They  Think 
It’s  AU  Over  got  away 
with  it  for  so  long? 
The  BBC’s  quiz  show 
with  the  rude  one.  the  bald 
one  and  the  one  w ith  everyone 
els«'s  hair  returns  for  its 
fourth  series  tonight. 

The  formula  wlU  be  the 
same ; the  systematic  mockery 
of  Brit  tsh  sporting  eifort.  the 
broadcasting  equivalent  of 
sarky  fUlh-fonners  at  the  back 
of  assembly  snl^ering  os  the 
headmaster  announces  yet 
another  bumlliation  for  the 
tmder-lSs. 

Yet  fbr  its  entire  lifetime  the 
show  has  been  larded  with 
praise,  redroned  by  many  a 
critic  to  be  the  freshest,  snappi- 
est, sharpest  thing  to  happen  te 
sp^on  television.  It  is  about 
time  there  was  a backlash. 

That  won't,  however,  be 
starting  here.  On  hfond{?  I 
w^t  aloE^  to  the  recording  of 
temi^’s  programme  and  I 
have  to  rqiort  that  it  remains 
as  virulent,  disrespectful  and 
anti-establishm^t  as  before. 
And,  thus,  very  funny.  Or 
rath^  it  wfll  be  when  you  see 
It;  when  the  editor  has  done  his 
work  and  extracted  the  one 
gemootc^tlte  197  jokes  Lee 
Hurst  insisted  on  cradung. 

It  is  a mark  of  the  pro- 
gramme’s popularity  that  the 
studio  audience  was  queueing 
tor  two  hours  outside  Televi- 
sion Centre  before  the  record- 
ing started,  even  though  they 
ail  had  tickets.  Perhaps  they 
were  comedy  masochists  hop- 
ing that  if  th^  secured  a seat 
on  the  front  row.  chairman 
Nidt  Hancock  might  decide  to 
humiliate  them  rather  than 
Gary  Lineker. 

Whatever  the  reason,  they 
came  so  prepared  for  a good 
time,  so  rea^*  to  enjoy  them- 
selves, that  the  man  sitting  in 
front  of  me  was  at  the  point  of 
expiring  through  a laughter 
overdose  at  the  mere 
announcement  that  the  sports- 
man on  David  Gower’s  team 
was  to  be  Phil  TufiielL 
in  a sense  you  could  under- 
stand his  anticipation.  Tufheli 
is  the  perfect  guest  for  this 
show.  Generally  In  television 
— and  newspaper — sports 
interviews  a player’s  notori- 
ety is  glossed  over.  Like  John 
k^or  with  sleaze  in  thia  elec- 
tion campa^n,  it  is  dismissed 
as  somehow  irrelevant  to  the 
important  issues,  for  example 
what  happens  out  on  ttie  park. 
On  They  Think  It’s  All  Over 


the  import-mt  issue.sare 
reckoned  to  be  wb.*it  happi'ns 
In  the  dressing-room  toilets. 
Hence  ynu  knew  withTuffers 
that  the  drug  gags  u-ould  be 
aimed,  without  quarter, 
straight  at  his  indlscvetloD. 
And.  indeed,  from  the  off  he 
was  introduced  by  Hancock  as 
a pla>'er  who  "goes  by  the 
name  of  The  Cat — too  mud) 
grass  and  he  throws  up". 

Tufiiell  emerged  unscathed, 
however,  and  made  the  best 
cannabis-related  joke  of  the 
evening  at  his  own  expense. 

There  have,  fw  some  time, 
been  those  within  BBC  Sport 
who  find  this  approach  anath- 
ema to  their  establisbeU  prac- 
tice. Several  in.  hid)  places,  it 
is  said,  are  uncomfortable  with 
seeing  Lineker,  for  instance, 
one  day  anchoring  Grandstand 
as  the  reports  come  in  from 
Aintrec  ofa  cancelled  Grand 
National,  then  the  next  having 
him  sit  there  while  a comedian 
compares  his  profile  to  that  of 
the  FA  Cup.  In  short  there  is  a 
body  of  opinion  which  thiniea 
sport  is  for  too  serious  to  be 
sneered  at. 

For  me,  despite  the  occa- 
sional tiresomeness  of  its 
relentlessly  laddlshhumour, 
this  is  precisely  why  The>’ 
Think  irs  All  0\'er  is  a valu- 
able programme.  It  provides 
the  same  function  as 
Commons  sketch  writers  or 
Have  I Got  News  Fbr  You. 
prickii^  pomposities  and  tak- 
ing infiated  ^os  down  a peg  or 
two.  And,  politicians  notwith- 
standing. no  one’s  ^ at  pres- 
ent is  quite  as  outsized  as 
those  of  sports  stars. 

Feted,  preened  and  encour 
aged  by  a thousand  media  op- 
portunities to  consider  them- 
selves superhuman,  many  of 
them  have  heads  now  so 
over-inflated  that  Richard 
Branson  could  use  them  for 
another  assault  on  a world  re- 
cord. Sadly,  in  some  cases, 
you  feel  it  will  take  more  than 
a few  barbs  to  bring  their  feet 
bac^  to  earth. 

ON  MONDAY  night, 
meanwhile,  in  the 
green  room  during 
the  after-show  pa^. 
Hancock  was  keeping  his 
head  down  in  one  comer.  He 
was  anxious  to  avoid  the  lads 
from  the  Chesterfield  FC  team 
who  at  that  moment  were 
revelling  in  BBC  hospitality' 
after  their  appearance  in  the 
Feel-The-Sportsman  round,  a 
valuable  bit  of  R&R  before 
Sunday's  FA  Cup  semi-finaL 
Appai^tly  on  their  arrival 
at  Television  Centre  one  of  the 
lads  had  oBbred  up  the  rather 
alarming  observation:  "Nick 
Hancock,  is  he  a prize  twat.  or 
what?”  Except  that  the  word 
he  had  used  was  somewhat 
less  polite.  Simultaneously 
^tting  op  your  taints' nose 
while  having  them  queue  up  to 
appear:  that  is  the  marie  of  a 
worthwhile  operation. 


Asnipat  £33m: 
Coventry’s 
striking  asset 

So  you  thought  Newcastle  mad  when  they 
splashed  out  £1 5 million  on  Shearer^  Sarah 
Ryle  says  such  fees  may  soon  be  peanuts 


Shearen€19.1m  Fowler:£19.9in  Huckerby:  £33iii? 


FOOTBALL  fans  may 
have  thought  Kevin 
Keegan  was  mad  to  pay 
a world-record  £15  million 
for  Alan  Shearer  a year 
ago. 

But  the  Shearer  fee  looks 
a snip  compared  with  the 
£33  mlllioo  that  two  aca- 
demics reckon  the  former 
Newcastle  forward  Darren 
Huckeiby,  sold  to  Coventry 
by  Keegan  for  only  £l  mil- 
lion this  season,  may  com- 
mand in  three  years*  time. 

Why  wait  three  years, 
however?  Liverpool  coold 
reap  a cool  £19,9  mnunn  for 
Robbie  Fowler  if  he  were 
sold  this  summer,  accord- 


ing to  an  economic  model 
for  forecasting  transfer 
fees. 

Leeds  University’s  Dr  Bill 
Gerrard  argues  that  the 
numbers  are  based  on 
sound  statistics,  not  Fan- 
tasy. “Fees  have  risen  by  an 
average  20  per  cent  each 
year  since  1972,”  he  said. 
"Gate  receipts  have  risen 
by  14-15  per  cent,  TV  reve- 
nues have  escalated  and  in- 
flation in  this  sector  of  the 
economy  Is  running  at 
more  than  twice  the  head- 
line Retail  Price  Index. 
Football  is  an  industry 
now.  People  should  not  he 
so  surprised  by  the  fees." 


Huckerby  may  have  a 
while  to  wait  — ■ and  a 
senior  international  cap  to 
gain  — before  he  can  com- 
mand such  a fee,  and  in 
today’s  market  it  is  players 
such  as  Fowler  who  sit  at 
the  top  of  the  scale. 

The  model  pots  Liver- 
pool’s star  stril^  at  the  top 
of  the  transfer  tree. 
Shearer  is  not  fer  behind, 
havli^  appreciated  by  £4.1 
million  since  last  year. 

Dr  Gerrard  and  his  col- 
league Dr  Steve  Dobson 
have  based  their  formula 
on  an  analysis  of  fees 
for  1,350  players  over  the 
sis  full  seasons  since  1990. 


They  do  not  value  players 
merely  on  goals  scored  or 
first-team  appearances,  or 
even  on  the  financial  mns- 
cle  and  crowd-pulling 
power  of  the  baying  club. 
They  believe  this  particular 
element  of  footbadl  is  not  a 
game  of  two  halves,  but 
three  thirds. 

The  sellii^  clnb  plays  a 
fer  bigger  role  than  pxevi- 
onsly  acknowledged.  The 
sellers  have  grown  cannier 
about. exacting  a bigger 
chunk  of  the  pre^t  that  a 
buyer  expects  to  make  fit>m 
a Shearer  or  a CoUymore. 
The  hUser  the  clnb  buying, 
the  more  they  can  get  out  of 


any  one  player  simply  on 
the  increase  in  gate  receipts 
and  merchandising. 

The  gap  is  greater  be- 
tween divisions,  with  Pre- 
mleisfaip  clubs  paying  30 
per  cent  more  for  a player 
than  those  in  the  Fi^ 
Division. 

Accordlz^  to  Dr  Gerrard, 
a self-confessed  "football 
nut*’  and  Leeds  the  tim- 
ing of  the  sale  is  also  eru- 
ciaL  Clubs  competing  to 
win  a league  or  promotion, 
or  to  avoid  relegation,  will 
pay  a prendum  of  about  28 
per  cent  on  a player,  espe- 
cially in  transfer-deadliae 


O 


Once  they  were  on  the  High  Frontier,  the  stairway 
to  heaven,  the  way  to  the  stars.  Now  spacemen  are 
coming  down  to  earth  with  a bump. 

Tim  Radford 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,933 

sA  by  Ai^caria  ' 


Across 


4 Informabon  about  ancient 
city  Is  poison  ^ 

6  It's  lucky  the  urions  ban 
flogging  ^.3) 

9 A weapon  and  some 
has  one  ^wiling  fw  a fight 
(4-2) 

10,11  Transport  single  head  to 
island  to  gm  round  peaple 
— ilb  rxithing  personal 
(8.11) 

16  Wbaring  blue  or  nothing? 
(3-4) 

17  Row  during  exam— the  first 
is  first  (?) 

19  Tree,  for  example,  holds  the 
frurt  of  the  irine — it’s  a 
crime  (4-7) 

22  *rha  Ldre  produces  an 
accommodating  person  ^ 

23  TypeofdeHveryfbrtheend 
Of  the  Stock  ^) 


24  They  make  one  fit  footwear 
. (8) 

25  Carried  back  In  excess  ^,4) 

Down 


1 Old  rnagistrate  unpaid  after 
electrical  dischaige  (6) 

2 Labour  wid)  It  no  longer,  so 
furculae  must  be  off  ^.4) 

3 Having  text  for  production 
by  boy  with  hissatchel? 

(8) 

4 Deity  ipset  by  bride  who 
cycM  on  the  lawn?  (3-5) 

5 Cheap  cargo  needs  colour 
and  light  (3,5) 

7 Company  boasted  of  Its 
success  (4) 

8 Little  time  to  appeal  for  a job 
(4) 

12  Slip  in  the  Spanish  race  for  a 
wine  producer  (IQ) 

13  Contrive  to  make  a point, 
dressed  in  green  (8) 
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14  (risk  and  Rose^  fruit, 
exhibited  with  pride?  (8) 

16  Plate  I got  for  the  cat  in  the 
middle  of  a hand  (8) 

19  Arielb  translation  in  old  and 
new  state  (6) 

20  Assassination  attempt?  (4) 

21  Up  the  stake  has  to  mount 
(4) 


Soliition  tomorrow 


Stuck?  Tton  cjD  our  cotulions  Hm 
on  0891  338  338.  Cate  cost  50p 
per  mlmjte  n aB  times.  Service  sio- 
ptedbyATS 
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